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WESTBROOK PEGLER
KING FEATURES S8YNDICATE
235 EAST 48th ST,
NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

Jan 14 1956

Dear Mr Raynor:

Harry Storms brought me your story,biee
obhorsWi@ity Goodness, that was so very long.ago! But you were
#ight in dvery detail except one speculation. Julie had not been
at the opera and I doubt that she was dressed for anmy sort of
evening occasion. She didn't go down into the wilderness with
us men bewause, like most girls, she was wearing the sort of shoes
that girls wear on city streects and of course they had rather
high hecls and would have been pulled apart in a ijmssm half-mile
of that going. I was young and€ had been fairly athletic so, although
I was not assigned to the story, I went along not only as Juliets
deputy but as a reporter who 1s always a reporter where a story
is gging. I was then with the United News, now abandoned or devoured
by the UP.

Payne's wife, Helen, a friend of Julie, had recently
died after a long siege. They lived at Uniom City, N.J.. Phil was
distracted and phoned Julie, who was onR of his city-staff repor¥-

- ers, night after night; uswally late at night, and talked endlessly

N el il

about anything, nothing, just to hear her voice and her gentle
encouragements and memories of Helen. On this night, and I believe
it was a Saturday night, and quite late, Phil came through with the
news t the skeleton of this poor little boy had been found.
Julle, always faithful to the job, said of course she would go

and I, always faithful to Julie, as well as the job, said of

surse I would go where she went.

Payne wore glasses as thick as the bottoms of milj-

_bottles and was deaf. We set out in his Hupmebile, a 4-cylinder
" thing with solid wheels, from our apartment on wal

] lton Ave., Bronx,
t about (X guess) 2:30 and picked our way to the west shore

% what means I do not know. There wepg no beidges then that I
emember so prubabl‘;we'wunm down to 42d streeffor the Ferry.

¥ . The road up river was fairly standard(&sort of post-
ﬁsﬁcuach road route) up to a place beyond %est Point. Somewhere,
@ veered into a mess of slop where they were meking a great sasih

rm'fur a modern highway, probably condemned and abandoned ipesa

by now. I had not learned to drive and I had driven with magy

mad men in France as a ecrpt with AEF but this wmgb night I was

in panic. At one place two crazy cars raced at us, slid around

us on the frost, and went by, with another car chasing amid shot
and shell. I believe these were early bootleggers but whether the
first car contained cops trying to elude the booties or va€e versa:
I had bo means to inquire. At one plawe, about dawn, a covey of
milking kine came around a bend, prodded by a voluptuous cheature
in a pictaresque Alpine—Pamvarian costume. On close inspection,

this babe looked like the Jjanitor of an insane asylum but her



costume was pretty and, whe I the
brass bells on the cows, the effect was p-arsuasiw.
I think I pes jember coffee in that inn inn by the road
where some man pdd found the bones of l;h.n little boy.

Hintsmen, in regalla, were about to set out for the g

shooting. One man, #ith a heavy fnra:l.gn accent
g little hman sk

dot's de kit;

It was Julie vho dis

, Tittings from the ¢ garters and deciphered thn letters

rimted there. Thi think, was the donvincing @Y clue.

s Glass remembgqr that she hn& put elther.garters 4dr suspenders

on Jimmy “hat last morning and runndng back down the line
of ingquiry ‘ther detectives proved t#at these were hi:z very

garters or suspenders.

I recall that Jimmy had been reported found in Panama.
and Rumamnia. In those days, -mEEREE nozadic gypsiaa, most of
them English in the United stmis wandere d £ ily and, -&

believe harmlessl¥ but there was a baliaﬂ' that they, dark
pecple, mostly, sismm-m &tole blonde white childi'ﬂn.

I hope you keep well., You not so very old, What right

have got to mmb retére? face of raur work you arf
t‘i'ﬁz' than most younger men of today. I am 8lhnd
Just a cub.

I thank you for your warm recollections of my wife,
a great soul.

All the best to you, sincerely,
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