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Samuel Truman Preston (1840-1912), a sea captain from Boston, MA, settled in Greenport, 

N.Y., in the latter part of the 19th century. Preston founded S.T. Preston & Son Ship’s 

Chandlery, which supplied nautical gear to local shipyards. Among other types of vessels, 

these shipyards serviced the yachts of the Vanderbilt family. Preston also served as the 

harbormaster of Greenport and was an agent for the sale of various types of vessels. 

 

The collection is composed largely of letters written to Preston between 1881 and 1898 

from men looking for work on fishing boats.  

 

 
 
Box and Folder Listing 
 
 
Box 1 
Folder   Description 
 
1   Letters, 1881-Jun. 1883 

2   Letters, Aug. 1883-Jan.1885 

3   Letters, Feb. 1885-Mar. 1885 

4   Letters, Mar. 7, 1885-June 1, 1885  

5   Letters, June 11, 1885-May 30, 1891 

6   Letters, June 19, 1891-Sept. 24, 1891 

7   Letters, Oct. 1891-1898 

8 Advertisement, G. Bochove & Bro. – Growers and Shippers of 
Celery, undated 

 


