
Page 1 of 13 
 

 

Rare Books and Manuscripts Collection 

The Rare Books and Manuscripts Department is a repository for a number of research materials - 
books, manuscripts, newspapers, maps and photographs - which are organized in collections, rather 
than as individual titles. The materials in a collection may be associated with a particular person or 
group, or they may have other qualities in common, such as great age, rarity, or distinctive physical 
attributes. It is the focus of the particular collection, rather than the subject matter of the individual 
items, which gives the collection its identity. These materials complement the circulating collection 
and form the basis for specialized teaching and research. 

Hofstra University Library Special Collections Department / Rare Books & Manuscripts 
123 Hofstra University | 032 Axinn Library | Hempstead, New York | 11549-1230 

Voice: (516) 463-6411 | Fax (516) 463-6442 
 

Adams, John Davis Correspondence 
Ader, Clément Aviation Sketches  
Auchincloss, Louis Collection 
Authors Collection 
Avant Garde Literature Collection 
Belmont Correspondence 
Blampied, Edmund Collection 
Dance Band Music Scores Collection 
Dew, Louise E. Scrapbooks 
Fore-Edged Painted Books 
Kroul Collection 
Literary Collections 
Macready, William Charles Collection 
McLaren, Kenneth Lloyd Papers 
Newspaper Collection 
Pinter, Harold Collection 

Politics Collection 
Powys Family Collection 
Presidential Conference Collection 
Private Press Collection 
Radin, Paul Collection 
Rounds, Archer C. World War I Scrapbook 
Sandel, Lenore Childrenôs Literature 
Smith, Nila Banton Collection 
Storman, Robert M. Collection 
Suffragists Collection 
Thompson, Jeremiah C. Papers 
Udet, Ernst Manuscript of Ace of the Iron Cross 
United States Historical Events Scrapbook 
Utopian Communities Collection 
Weingrow Avant-Garde Art and Literature Collection 
 

 
 

 
 

Letter to John Davis Adams from 
Samuel Langhorne Clemens, 1895 

Adams, John Davis. Correspondence Collection, 
1894-1978.  0.5 cubic ft. 
 
John Davis Adams (b.1860), father of former Hofstra University 
president John Cranford Adams (1903-1986), was an assistant 
editor of Harperôs Magazine from 1893-1895. Adams also served as 
the director of Lincoln Settlement House in Boston from 1903-1920.  

 
The collection contains correspondence to Adams from various authors 
and literary notables in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Also 
included are bibliographies for each correspondent. 

 

 

http://www.hofstra.edu/pdf/Library/lib_sc_Adams_Correspondence_Collection_letter.pdf
http://www.hofstra.edu/pdf/Library/lib_sc_Adams_Correspondence_Collection_fa.pdf
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Sketch of wings of Lô£ole, c.1887 

Ader, Clément, 1841 -1925. Aviation Sketches, c.1887.  
0.01 cubic ft. 
 
The collection contains one double-sided sheet of original pencil 
sketchesðincluding notes (written in French) and calculationsð
drawn by French aviation pioneer Clément Ader (1841 -1925). The 
sketches depict the wings of Aderôs flying apparatus ñLô£ole.ò In 
1890, Ader, a French officer and engineer, flew Lô£ole fifty meters at 
Chateau d'Armainvilliers, France, and thus became the first man to 
fly in a machine heavier than air. Ader continued designing and 
constructing aircraft, and even though his work attracted the support 
of the French minister of war, Charles de Freycinet, his later 
attempts at flight appeared to have been largely unsuccessful. He 
did, however, go on to publish a very successful book, LôAviation 
Militaire, which is famous for its vision of air warfare and its 
description of the modern aircraft carrier.  

 

 

 
 

Postcard from Louis Auchincloss to  
Ellsworth  Mason, 1969                         

Auchincloss, Louis. Collection, 1935-1986. 
1.56 cubic ft. 
 
Louis Auchincloss (1917-2010) was a lawyer and a widely-read 
author who was best known for his fiction novels about New York 
Cityôs old-money elite.  

 
The collection includes biographical information;  
publications (magazines, newspapers, and clippings);  bibliographies; 
reviews by and about Auchincloss; and material from a lecture (and 
accompanying exhibition) on Edith Wharton that he gave at Hofstra. 
Also included is correspondence between Auchincloss and Ellsworth 
Mason, then-director of library services at Hofstra. 

 

 

 
 

Conrad collection photo 

Authors Collection, 1795-1974. 
12.8 cubic ft. 
 
The collection, which spans the years 1795 through 1974, consists of  
correspondence with some manuscript materials, printed materials, and 
photographs. Among the authors represented in the collection are 
Edmund Blunden, William Cullen Bryant, Joseph Conrad, Albert 
Einstein, E.M. Forster, Robert Francis, Robert Frost, John Keats, 
Archibald MacLeish, Ellsworth Mason, H.L. Mencken, Bertrand Russel, 
Siegfried Sasson, George Bernard Shaw, Upton Sinclair, Edith 
Wharton, Virginia Woolf, and W.B. Yeats. 

 

 

http://www.hofstra.edu/pdf/Library/libspc_rbam_Ader_image.pdf
http://www.hofstra.edu/pdf/Library/libspc_rbam_Ader_fa.pdf
http://www.hofstra.edu/pdf/Library/libspc_rbam_auchincloss_image.pdf
http://www.hofstra.edu/pdf/Library/libspc_rbam_auchincloss_fa.pdf
http://www.hofstra.edu/pdf/Library/libspc_rbam_authors_fa.pdf
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Poets of the Cities. New York and  
San Francisco 1950-1965 

Avant Garde Literature 
 
This collection, which supports the Weingrow Avant-Garde 
Collection, contains books, journals, manuscripts, and related 
ephemera, which represent a variety of literary efforts to break with 
traditional forms and mores.  

 
 

Business letter, 1907                       

Belmont, August, 1853-1924.  Correspondence, 1902-
1909. 0.2 cubic ft. 

 
Born in New York City, August Belmont was the son of wealthy 
banker and diplomat, August Belmont, Sr. He graduated from 
Harvard and later, upon the death of his father in 1890, became 
head of the Belmont banking house. In 1902, he founded the 
Interborough Rapid Transit Company (which later merged with the 
Metropolitan Street Railway Company and became known as the 
Interborough-Metropolitan Company), operator of the first 
underground subway line in New York City. He may have been best-
known, however, as the sportsman who stood for the breeding and 
racing of thoroughbreds in the face of anti-betting laws that 
threatened to end it.  
 
The collection, which spans the years 1902-1909, is comprised of 
thirty-one pieces of correspondence, most of which were business 
letters sent to Belmont while he was president of the Interborough 
Rapid Transit Company, or its successor, the Interborough-
Metropolitan Company. Topics discussed in these letters include the 
construction of the East River tunnel, conductors missing and 
stealing fares, and the case of Burrows v. Interborough-Metropolitan 
Company.  
 

 

 
 

Edmund Blampied, 1938 

Blampied, Edmund. Collection, 1914-1989. 
3.3 cubic ft.  
 
This is a collection of the correspondence of Edmund Blampied, an 
artist best known for his etchings depicting farming life. Letters are 
dated from 1927 to 1956.  
 

 

http://www.hofstra.edu/pdf/Library/libspc_rbam_Belmont_image.pdf
http://www.hofstra.edu/pdf/Library/libspc_rbam_Belmont_fa.pdf
http://www.hofstra.edu/pdf/Library/lib_sc_Blampied_Collection_fa.pdf
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 Music score, 1924                  

 

Dance Band Music Scores, 1921-1924. George W. 
Carroll, Collector.  1.0 cubic ft. 

 
The collection, which spans the years 1921-1924, includes eighty-
six dance band music scores collected by musician George W. 
Carroll, who resided in Brooklyn, N.Y.  Carroll was a member of the 
Anthony Gales Dance Orchestra and Geo. W. Carrollôs Brooklynites, 
also a dance orchestra. Also included in the collection are loose 
music catalogue pages, a photograph (facsimile) of Carroll, and his 
membership card (facsimile) to Associated Musicians of Greater 
New York Local 802. 

 

 

 
 

Portrait photograph of Louise E. Dew, c.1927 

Dew, Louise E. Scrapbooks Collection, 1863-1986.  

1.0 cubic ft. 
 
Born in Michigan, Louise E. Dew (1871-1963) lived most of her adult 
life in Clinton, Connecticut, with her husband.  She traveled the 
world as a young journalist and covered Asia during the late 19

th
 

century. She was an editor to several magazines, and a member of 
several charitable and professional organizations in which she 
played important roles in support of their missions. She was a friend 
of notable poets, award-winning artists and authors. 

 
The collection is composed of two scrapbooks that contain materials 
that cover significant periods of Louise E. Dewôs life, both personal 
and professional.  Included are letters; photographs; marriage 
certificates; newspaper clippings; poems written by her and other 
poets; writings by her niece, Gwen Dew, a fellow journalist, about 
her experiences as a prisoner of war; professional references; 
poetry awards, certificates of membership in charitable and 
professional organizations; a thank you note for a book gift to 
Princess Elizabeth; and an Official Souvenir Programme from King 
George VI and Queen Elizabethôs coronation ceremony. 
  

 
 
As the scrapbooks are extremely fragile, a digital copy of the 
contents is available for research use on-site.   

http://www.hofstra.edu/pdf/Library/libspc_rbam_musicscore_largeimage.pdf
http://www.hofstra.edu/pdf/Library/libspc_rbam_danceband_fa.pdf
http://www.hofstra.edu/pdf/Library/lib_sc_dew_largeimage.pdf
http://www.hofstra.edu/pdf/Library/libspc_rbam_dew_fa.pdf
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Two hands wearing white gloves fan back 
 the pages of Hofstra Universityôs copy of  

Les Psaumes de David revealing 
 a fore-edge painting. 

 

Fore-Edged Painted Books 
 
Les Psaumes de David, is an example of a fore-edge painted book, 
it has a single painting on the front text block which depicts a 
shepherd and his sheep. This book, which was written entirely in 
French, is  a religious work, dated 1754.  A double four-edge painted 
book is also located in Rare Books, Outlines from the Figures and 
Compositions upon the Greek, Roman and Etruscan Vases of the 
Late Sir William Hamilton, published in London, 1814. This volume 
has two paintings which can only be seen when the text block is 
fanned first in one direction and then the other. 

 

 
 

 
 

The image is from a book in the Kroul 
Collection titled: Wehr und Pflug in 

Deutschland. Published in 1942.  It is a map 
of castles of the knights in Germany. 

Kroul Collection 
 
The Hofstra University Collection of Nazi Culture and Propaganda 
documents the rise of the National Socialist mentality in the 
Germany of the 1930s. In 1969, Hofstra purchased the core of this 
important collection, the Henry Kroul/Cragsmoor Collection, from the 
Kroul family's bookstore in upstate Cragsmoor, New York.  

 

 

 
 

P.G. Wodehouse.  Letter to a Mrs. Just, 
October 24, 1962 at Remsenberg, N.Y. 

Literary Collections 
 
This collection contains samples of 20th-century English literature. It 
contains books, manuscripts, periodical articles, and reviews related 
to modern English writers. Included in the collections are George 
Bernard Shaw, G.K. Chesterton, the Powys Family, the Bloomsbury 
Group, and the Georgian Poets.  

http://www.hofstra.edu/pdf/Library/lib_sc_Fore_Edged_photo.pdf
http://www.hofstra.edu/pdf/Library/lib_sc_Fore_Edged_srp.pdf
http://hofstra.edu/library/libspc/libspc_rbam_kroul.html
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Portrait of William Charles 
Macready, c.1860  

Macready, William Charles, 1793-1873. Collection 
1819-1988.  1.6 cubic ft. 

 
William Charles Macready was an English actor known for his 
portrayals of Shakespeareôs King John. Although primarily a British 
actor, Macready made two tours in the Unites States. He is famous 
for his numerous acting roles, as well as his role in the Astor Place 
Riot during his final American tour.  

 
The collection, which spans the years 1819-1988, is comprised of 
papers of William Charles Macready, including playbills, 
correspondence,  publications and printed materials, portraits, and a 
poem. Collection also contains papers of Nicholas A. Meyer that are 
either related to the life of William Charles Macready, or to theatre in 
general. Included among these papers are correspondence, playbills, 
programs, publications and printed materials, photographic prints, 
sketches, and notes.  

 

 

 
Book cover, Yes, with variations, 1983 

McLaren, Kenneth Lloyd. Papers, 1938-1984. 

5.0 cubic ft. 
  
Kenneth Lloyd McLaren (1917-1979) was a prolific and ambitious poet. 
His poems were written over a period of some 40-odd years and were 
based on love, sex, kindness, friendship, minorities, poems on poetry 
itself, and poems on the significance of having a happy attitude towards 
oneself and the rest of the world. 
 
The Kenneth Lloyd McLaren Papers, which span the years 1938-1984, 
include journal entries, correspondence, books, poems, and artifacts. 
 

 

 

A Thomas Nast Cartoon in Harper's Weekly, 
1872:  The caption reads "PUTTING HIS 
HEAD IN THE BRITISH LION'S MOUTH" 

Newspaper Collection, 1851- . 
8.3 cubic ft. 
 
A large portion of the collection is comprised of clippings of illustrations 
(largely 19

th
-century political cartoons and reportorial sketches) that 

appeared in newspapers such as Ballouôs Pictorial Drawing-Room 
Companion, Frank Leslieôs Illustrated Newspaper, Gleasonôs Pictorial 
Drawing-Room Companion, and Harperôs Weekly. Many of the Harperôs 
Weekly illustrations were done by Thomas Nast, who worked for the 
newspaper from 1862 until late 1886. Nast, whose political cartoons 
were extremely influential, is often referred to as the ñFather of 
American Caricature.ò   
 
Also included in the collection are newspapers, news clippings, 
magazines, and illustrated journal covers and advertisements, many 
of which are from local Long Island source materials.  

http://www.hofstra.edu/pdf/Library/libspc_rbam_Macready_image.pdf
http://www.hofstra.edu/pdf/Library/libspc_rbam_Macready_fa.pdf
http://www.hofstra.edu/pdf/Library/lib_sc_McLaren_Collection_fa.pdf


Rare Books and Manuscripts Collection | Page 7 of 13  
 

 
   

Playbills from the Pinter collection 

Pinter, Harold. Collection, 1960-1971. 
2.0 cubic ft. 
 
The Pinter Collection is comprised of clippings, correspondence, 
theatrical programs, scripts, and interviews including documents and 
audiovisual materials. The items in the collection relate mostly to 
Harold Pinter's work as a playwright and screenwriter. The bulk of 
the collection include scripts and programs from Pinter's plays that 
were performed in the 1960s and 1970s.  
 

 

 
 

ñI Like Ikeò decal, c.1954 

Politics Collection, 1867-2004. 
1.5 cubic ft. 

 
The collection includes correspondence, political mailings, 
ephemera, memorabilia, postcards, printed materials, photographs, 
and negatives.  

 
Noteworthy items include photographs and negatives of Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy, and Robert F. Kennedy campaigning 
or touring on Long Island. The majority of the photographs are of a 
rally held for then-Senator John F. Kennedy at Roosevelt Raceway 
in Mineola on Oct. 12, 1960.  

 

 

     
 
"Apples Be Ripe" bookcover 

Powys Family Collection, 1932-1955. 
1.0 cubic ft. 
 
The Powys brothers, John Cowper, Theodore and Llewelyn, were 
authors. Their sister Marian Powys Grey was also an author, but 
never gained as much fame as her brothers. The Powys brothers 
and sister published from the 1890s to the 1950s. Their works 
included poetry, novels, biography and philosophy. John wrote the 
novels Wolf Solent, Owen Glendower, etc.; Theodore wrote 
allegorical novels of good and evil, life and death, in a rural village; 
Llewelyn wrote stories and impressions of African life. The collection 
consists of correspondence and manuscript documents.  

http://www.hofstra.edu/pdf/Library/lib_sc_Pinter_Collection_fa.pdf
http://www.hofstra.edu/pdf/Library/libspc_lisi_politics_largeimage.pdf
http://www.hofstra.edu/pdf/Library/libspc_rbam_politics_fa.pdf
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U.S. Senate Chamber Admissions Pass 
signed by Richard Nixon, 1951  

Presidential Conference. Collection 1932-1955. 
8.0 cubic ft. 

The collection includes broadsides, bulletins, correspondence, 
ephemera, memorabilia, news clippings, newspapers, pamphlets, 
periodicals, photographs, political editorial cartoons, press kits, press 
releases, print material, programs, publications, recordings, and 
research material.  

Particularly noteworthy items include Nixon-era political editorial 
cartoons, White House inauguration programs and invitations, and a 
1951 United States Senate Chamber admissions pass signed by 
Richard Nixon. 

A large portion of the collection was donated by Paulette C. and Robert 
J. Greene. Other material in the collection was obtained by staff 
members from the Hofstra Museum and the Special Collections 
Department. Much of the material in the collection was displayed during 
various Hofstra University presidential conference exhibitions 

 

 

William Morris. Pre-Raffaelite Ballads.            
NY: A.Wessels Co, 1900 

Private Press Collection 
 
These books are issued or reissued by private presses. Many are 
handset, beautifully bound and illustrated, and printed in limited 
editions. Private presses represented in Special Collections include 
the early William Morris' Kelmscott Press as well as the following 
presses: Black Sparrow Press, Golden Cockerel Press, Heritage 
Press, Hogarth Press, Limited Editions Club, Nonesuch Press, 
Overbrook Press and Thomas Byrd Mosher.  

http://www.hofstra.edu/pdf/Library/lib_sc_presidential_conf_fa.pdf
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Paul Radin, c.1950s                         

Radin, Paul, 1883-1959. Collection, 1914-1959. 
15.0 cubic ft. 

 
Anthropologist Paul Radin (1883-1959) was born in Poland and 
raised in the United States. After graduating from City College in 
New York, he left for Europe where he studied anthropology for two 
years. He then returned to the U.S. where, under the guidance of 
Franz Boas (founder of the school of American anthropology), he 
earned a Ph. D. in anthropology from Columbia University. He is 
best-known for his studies of North American Indian tribes, such as 
the Winnebago and the Ojibwa, about which he wrote several books 
and journal articles.  

  
The collection, which spans the years 1914-1959, includes journal 
articles, notebooks,  research folios,  collected materials, and books, 
including a manuscript of Radinôs The Racial Myth. 

 

 

 

Letter from Arthur C. Rounds 
 to his mother, Louise A. Rounds, 1918          

Rounds, Archer C. World War I Scrapbook, 
1917-1919.  0.4 cubic ft.  

 
Scrapbook of letters sent from World War I soldier Archer C. Rounds 
to his mother, Louise A. Rounds, who resided on Bainbridge Street 
in Brooklyn. Rounds belonged to the 165

th
 Infantry (Old 69th, aka 

ñFighting 69thò), 42nd Rainbow Division based out of Camp Mills, 
Long Island. 

 
The scrapbook includes one hundred and thirty five letters, 
organized in numerical order, beginning November 6, 1917 and 
ending March 31, 1919. Also included are a map of the Infantryôs 
travels in France and Germany as well as Roundsô personal diary of 
travel dates.   

 

 

http://www.hofstra.edu/pdf/Library/libspc_rbam_radin_largeimage.pdf









