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THE SYSTEM
OF PROFESSIONS

All professions must solve certain problems; differentiating themselves from non-
professions, moving curriculum into university systems, carving out a set of practices for
themselves alone, forming professional bodies. Initial differentiation from amateurs and

clerks , developing a curriculum, and setting up criteria for entrance were the
problems of the LA from the late 1800s to the 1970s. Reinvention, redefinition, and
differentiation from emerging technology-driven fields were the challenges in the 1970s.
This was a pivotal moment. It was not seized immediately. Why not? Was it done later?

Andrew Abbot
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