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During the presidency of Harry S. Truman, the government became suspicious of 

Communist activity.  The actions of Federal employees were called into question and there were 

investigations of their loyalty to the United States.  J. Edgar Hoover was authorized by U.S. 

Attorney General Tom C. Clark to compile a list of disloyal Americans in 1946.  By 1950, at the 

outbreak of the Korean War, Hoover submitted a legal document that could potentially detain 

12,000 Americans suspected of disloyalty.  Large groups of people—including members of 

unions—were being viewed as a threat to national security.  Unfortunately, racial and religious 

profiling also seemed to play a very large part in these accusations and suspected members of the 

Communist party were targeted. Of the twenty-six post office employees who came under 

investigation in 1949 for supposedly having Communist affiliations, eight of them were Jews and 

twelve were African Americans.  It is unclear what these twenty-six postal workers actually did 

to come under such scrutiny, but investigations were launched as long as any disparaging 

information was found during their preliminary name-check by the FBI. 

Among the twenty-six postal employees under investigation was a worker named Saul 

Berman.  He was a Jewish-American who was born in Brooklyn, New York, on May 12
th

, 1911.  

Growing up, Berman had been interested in furthering his skills in plumbing, drafting, and 

designing, and so he enrolled in classes at the Mechanics’ Institute in New York City in 

September of 1932 to then successfully graduate in April of 1935.   

Following the birth of his daughter with his wife Violet Steckman, on August 13
th

, 1943, 

Berman was inducted into the United States Army.  While a member of the Army, he suffered an 

eye injury that would later earn him an honorable discharge on February 2
nd

, 1946.  After coming 

home from the service, he returned to his previous job with the Kingsboro Mortgage 

Corporation.  

 On February 9
th

, 1949, after the birth of his two sons, Berman secured work as a 

substitute railway postal clerk.  He was soon promoted to a regular postal transportation clerk in 

New York, until his suspension on August 23
rd

, 1954.  There was reason to believe that Saul 

Berman was a member of the Communist Party between the years 1939 and 1940.  Berman 

maintained his innocence throughout his trial, claiming his alleged involvement with 



Communism was due to financial difficulty during the 1930s, as well as the scarcity of available 

jobs.  In other words, the organizer of his union’s meetings, Lawrence Steinberg, had been 

exerting pressure on him to join the Communist Party in order to keep his job.  At one of the 

Party meetings, Berman remembered being given an application card, which he signed with a 

false name in order to protect himself.  He was also given literature to distribute, which he later 

admitted to “stuffing down sewers and burning in his basement furnace.”  He never supported 

the Communist ideals or “was in any way sympathetic or subordinate to the aims and purposes of 

the Communist Party” (Berman Personal Testimony, Page 16).  According to Berman, he was 

not even aware that the Party was interested in overthrowing the American government.  At the 

close of his trial, Berman was exonerated and he was reinstated to his position in the post office. 
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Box/ 

Folder    Description 

1-1 Birth and Death Certificates, 1911 & 1981; Licenses, 1945, 1951 

1-2 Hebrew Association and Technical Institute Recommendations, 1927, 1929 

1-3 Employer Recommendations, 1935, 1937 

1-4 U.S. Engineer Office Paperwork, 1943 

1-5 Topographic Drafting Certificate, 1944 

1-6 Army Informational Booklets, 1944-1945 

1-7 Army Separation/Discharge Records, 1946 

1-8 Postal Service Application and Documents, 1949 

1-9 Federal Employee Loyalty Program Documents, 1949 

1-10 Character/Loyalty Recommendations, 1949-1950, 1954 

1-11 Loyalty Eligibility Document, 1950 

1-12 Earnings and Payment Statements, 1954, 1956 

1-13 Deposition for Court Proceedings, 1954 

1-14 Photographs of Saul Berman, 1939-1951 

1-15 Newspaper Clippings/Articles, 1940, 1946-1949 

1-16 Notes and Collected Poems 

 



1927 June 14



1929 December 17



1937 September 16



1943 September 17



1946 Honorable Discharge



1946, Feb Honorable Discharge



1949 December 23



1949 January 6



1949 January 17



1949 March



1950 January 3



1950 January 6 (2)



1950 January 6



1950 January 9



1950 March 27



1954 Aug 31



1954 September 1



1956 September 13



1981 death certificate



Chauffeur's License329



Declaration of Appointee341



Exhibit SB - 1, 1388



Exhibit SB - 1, 2389



Exhibit SB - 1, 2391



Exhibit SB - 2



Exhibit SB - 3392



Exhibit SB - 4393



Exhibit SB - 5394



Exhibit SB - 6395



Exhibit SB - 7396



Exhibit SB - 8397



Exhibit SB - 9398



Exhibit SB - 10399



Exhibit SB - 11400



Exhibit SB - 12401



Exhibit SB - 13402



Exhibit SB - 14403



Exhibit SB - 15404



Exhibit SB - 16405



Exhibit SB - 17406



Exhibit SB - 17407



Exhibit SB - 18408



Exhibit SB - 19421



Exhibit SB - 20410



Exhibit SB - 21411



Exhibit SB - 22412



Exhibit SB - 23413



Exhibit SB - 24414



Exhibit SB - 25415



Exhibit SB - 26416



Exhibit SB - 27417



Exhibit SB - 28418



Exhibit SB - 29419



Exhibit SB - 30420



Operator's Permit330



Photo Saul Berman w co-workers, March 1961



Photo Saul Berman w daughter, Ellen Carol Berman, January 1944



Photo Saul Berman, Brighton Beach, August 1939



Photo Saul Berman, May 1942



Record of Birth, 1940327



Security Case Index387



Security Case, Page 1365



Security Case, Page 2366



Security Case, Page 3367



Security Case, Page 4364



Security Case, Page 5368



Security Case, Page 6369



Security Case, Page 7370



Security Case, Page 7371



Security Case, Page 8372



Security Case, Page 9373



Security Case, Page 10374



Security Case, Page 11375



Security Case, Page 12376



Security Case, Page 13377



Security Case, Page 14378



Security Case, Page 15379



Security Case, Page 16380



Security Case, Page 17381



Security Case, Page 18382



Security Case, Page 19383



Security Case, Page 20384



Security Case, Page 21385



Security Case, Page 22386



Separation Qualification Record336



The Engineer School335


