NEW COLLEGE OF HOFSTRA UNIVERSITY

PROLOGUE

New College is one of the colleges at Hofstra University offering both Bachelors and Masters degrees
to sudents sharing its commitment to the intellectud and practica dimensions of the Libera Arts.
Through its sructure and function, it helps its students achieve their Libera Arts gods through a
curriculum more individualized in response to student needs and interests, more flexible in format and
more varied in modes of learning than is normaly found in undergraduate and graduate programs.

The Liberd Arts are those studies which intringcally expand awareness and sharpen intellectud skills.
They help dlarify vaues and then shape decisons through their gppropriate gpplication to new
gtuations. They stimulate awareness of the human condition.

The Liberd Artsdo prepare for careers; they prepare for al careers, not specific ones. When business,
industry and government seek employees with college degrees, they seek people with keen and supple
minds, a capacity for clear and precise expression and a broad awareness of human accomplishments
and possihilities. Such people learn and adapt quickly; such people are productive. Similarly,
professiona schools seek not the trained apprentice but the educated person.

The Liberd Arts prepare for individua responsbility and recreation as well aswork. They help develop
senshilities and refine new and traditiond ideas of goodness, beauty and truth. In short, they open ways
for the achievement of full, human potentid.

Over 2,000 years ago, Arigtotle declared that education must be designed to fulfill the potentia for
good. Since 1959, New Caollege has been committed to this ancient Greek idedl.

Our emphasisisintelectua and theoretica, because intuiting, imagining and interpreting are intellectud
skills of great vaduein dl human stuations. However, we are d o interested in the gpplication of
intellectud skillsto immediate concerns. To fulfill their intelectud potentia, sudents must apply what
they have learned to immediate Stuations. To use learning ultimately satisfies the highest aspirations not
only of individuas but aso of the communities of which they are the educated part.

Through comprehensive teaching and sengitive advisement, the New College faculty and the New
College community help students prepare for the worlds of work and leisure. Through its programs,
New College hdlps students devel op the skills necessary for lifdong learning and excdlencein
performance.

Thefirst New College was founded in 1379 of the Common Eraat Oxford University in Greet Britain
for masters and gpprentices seeking intellectua emancipation from the condraints of that time and place.
Though smilar in name and purpose to its Oxford predecessor, New College of Hofgtraisunique. Its
willingness to change and keep current with the educationa needs and interests of its faculty and
sudents; its fortunate position as asmdl college within alarge, sophigticated University; and the
excdlent record of professiona accomplishments by both its faculty and students have kept New

College youthful and vigorous through the years.



DESIGN OF THE MASTER OF ARTS PROGRAM AT NEW COLLEGE

Individualized Curricula

Since needs, interests and educationd goals vary, the focus and design of each student's program of
sudy are unique, they originate with each student whose work is carried out under the supervison and
guidance of expertsin the pertinent academic fields. There are no specific programs of study which a
student must pursue, nor any list of courses from which a program of study might be selected. Possble
programs of study are as varied as the gods of the studentsin the program, limited only by available
ingructional resources.

Within thisindividualized framework, students pursue their sudies by means of learning contracts, not
traditiona classroom courses. Learning contracts are entered into by the student and a faculty
Supervisor; the contract defines the educationa objectives of the study, the resources and methods to
be employed, the products to be submitted and the criteria to be used in evaluating the sudent's
achievements. The study is conducted by the student under the guidance of the Supervisor.

Although the individud neture of the program permits a great dedl of flexibility, two requirements must
be fulfilled: each program must be interdisciplinary, and al components must be within the Liberd Arts.

Interdisciplinary Studies Within the Liberal Arts

Prospective graduate students often wish to study interrelated topics within the context of asngle
program while focusing these studies on a particular theme of persond or professond interest. Such
studies do not necessarily conform to traditiond disciplinary and divisiond Master's programs. The
New College Magter's Program is designed for such students. Within the Liberd Arts, students may
examine a subject or problem by utilizing the concept, methods or techniques of at least two of the three
broad areas of study: the Humanities, the Social Sciences and the Natural Sciences. At New College
the fields within these broad aress of study are:

SOCIAL SCIENCES | NATURAL SCIENCE | HUMANITIES
Economics Biology Art History

History Chemistry Cultura Anthropology
Linguidtics Mathematics Dramatic Literature
Political Science Physics Literature

Psychology Music Higtory & Literature
Sociology Philosophy

Social Anthropology

Special Emphasis Within the Program

It is dso possible for sudents to pursue their interdisciplinary course of study with an emphasisin
Human Sexudlity (see Appendix 111 of this Addendum.)

LEARNING COMPONENTS AND DEGREE REQUIREMENTS




To earn the Magter of Arts Degree at New College, students must complete five learning components.
These are:

An Initial Study

The Initid Study congists of a series of weekly meetings that al students are required to attend for one
semeder. Aspart of the Initid Study, students complete reading assgnmentsin interdisciplinary works
and write severa short papers on topics related to them. In addition, each student writes alibrary
research paper related to the theme of hisor her program and compiles an annotated bibliography
pertinent to each component of that program. In consultation with Core Faculty, each student aso
formulates a Magter's Degree Plan, which makes explicit the objectives of the sudent's tota program
and provides aplan for the remainder of the work to be completed for the Master of Arts degree.
Findly, aproposa is presented for Contract I, the next stage of the program. Based on performancein
the Initid Study, a decison is made by the Core Faculty regarding the student's eligibility to continuein
the program. (See Appendix | for amore complete description.)

Three Learning Contracts

Following satisfactory completion of the Initid Study, the student begins and carries out a series of three
learning contracts. Approva of contract proposals by the Core Faculty of the Master's Program is
required before students may regster for learning contracts. All contracts are supervised by Hofstra
University faculty or, when necessary, professonas either at the University or at appropriate sites
accessible to the student and approved by the Core Faculty. Contracts consist primarily of library
and/or field research but may include course attendance, apprenticeships or internships, laboratory
work and studio participation. The requirement that the Master's Degree Plan be interdisciplinary may
be satisfied in either of two ways. Each contract may incorporate approaches from at least two of the
Liberal Arts areas (Humanities, Natural Sciences, Socid Sciences), or at least one of the contracts must
emphasize adifferent area from the others. One may not, for example, do al of one's graduate study in
the Humanities. (See Appendix | for amore complete description.)

A Master's Thesis

The find degree requirement and fifth component of the program isthe Master's Thess. Thisisa
contractua project, which reflects and integrates the preceding three contracts and the Initia Study. In
accordance with the Master of Arts Program, the Magter's Thesis must reflect the interdisciplinary
character of thetopic. Work on the Thesisis begun after a Thesis Proposal, prepared by the student,
has been approved by the Core Faculty. When the completed Thesis has been approved by a group of
three faculty readers and successfully defended in colloguy with them, a recommendetion is made to the
Dean of New College that the degree of Master of Artsin Interdisciplinary Studies be awarded.



INSTRUCTIONS FOR APPLICANTS

PLEASE NOTE: Theseingructions are for your benefit and gpply only to the Master of Arts Program
in Interdisciplinary Studies at New College. Please read and follow these ingtructions carefully. Al
forms must be filled out completely or the gpplication will be returned to you. Please type your
responses so that they are legible.

1. APPLICATION DEADLINES

Thefdl semester is normaly the regular point of entry into the Magter of Arts Program at New College.
Occasiondly students will be permitted to enter for the spring semester. Applications should be
received no later than one month prior to adesired point of entry.

2. APPLICATION FORMS

Applicants are asked to prepare an essay in response to the questions on the Supplementary
Application Form for the Master of Arts Program at New College. The gpplicant's answersto these
questions are designed to provide the Core Faculty with a sense of the applicant's desire and capacity
to work independently and the goal's the gpplicant has in pursuing graduate study. All completed forms
should be returned to the Hofstira University Admissions Office in the envelope provided.

3. REFERENCES

Pease provide the names, addresses and telephone numbers of three references who can be contacted,
if necessary, by the Master of Arts Program Core Faculty. At least one of these references should be
familiar with the gpplicant's academic performance, and one should be familiar with the gpplicart’s
work, professiona or volunteer service.

4. TRANSCRIPTS

Officiad undergraduate and graduate transcripts showing possession of a baccal aureate degree and any
graduate work attempted must be sent directly to The Office of Admissions, 100 Hofstra University,
Hempstead, NY 11549. The applicant's copy of the transcript is not valid for admissions purposes.
The Magter of Arts Program Office will obtain transcripts of gpplicants who completed their
undergraduate work at Hofstra. For applicants who have previoudy attended Hofstra University, the
Office of Admissonswill atempt to secure those transcripts. Officia transcripts of al graduate work
completed a other ingtitutions should aso be submitted to the Magter of Arts Program Office, New
College. The Core Faculty does not usudly grant advanced standing unless the student has
accumulated a minimum of 12 s.h. in the subject arearelated to the program emphasis. Advanced
ganding is never granted in excess of one learning contract. Students who are digible to gpply for
advanced standing should indicate this interest &t the time of application.

5. APPLICATION FEE

Applicants are required to pay a non-refundable fee of $40.00 with their application. Checks or money
orders should be made payable to Hofsira University and must accompany the completed gpplication
form.

6. ADMISSIONS DECISIONS

All of the above materidswill be reviewed by the Master of Arts Program Office. The Core Faculty of
the Magter of Arts Program is responsible for the find admissons decison. Applicantswill be notified
by mail of the committee's decision as soon as the review process is completed.

Hofstra University continues its commitment to extending equal opportunity to al qualified individuals.

ADMISSIONS




The Admissions criteria established for the New College Master of Arts Program and the procedures
utilized in evauating candidates for admisson are congstent with the Program's individudized,
contractua mode of learning, itsinterdisciplinary orientation and the standards for graduate study at
Hofgtra Universty.

Applicants should have:

1.

abacheor's degree from an accredited ingtitution with a Grade Point Average of 3.0 (B) or
better;

completed an undergraduate program of studiesin the Liberal Artsor prior experience
demonstrating both breadth and depth of knowledge;

ademondrated interest in, and capacity for, pursuing an individudized, contractua mode of
learning;

an interest in, and capacity for, engaging in an interdisciplinary program of study;

the ability to conduct original independent research and to present the results in acceptable
written style and form.

Applicants must submit the following materials:

1.
2.

a completed gpplication form;

an officia copy of the gpplicant's undergraduate transcript(s) and transcripts of al
post-secondary educationa ingtitutions the applicant has attended,;

names and addresses of three references, one of whom should be familiar with the applicant's
work or professond or volunteer service;

atentative proposal for aprogram of study which can be discussed in advance with a member
of the Core Faculty;

other supporting materials, such as a biographica sketch or professonad resume, which aid the
Core Faculty in evduating the sudent's qudifications.

Admissions Procedure

Initiadly, application materials will be reviewed by the Program Administrator. Students whose
credentials recelve afavorable review may beinvited for an interview. The results of the prdiminary
review of the gpplication aswdl asthe interview will be forwarded to the Core Faculty who will make
the final admissons decision.

If the Core Faculty's review of an applicant's credentials is favorable, the student will be admitted to the
next available Initid Study.

Thefina stage in the admissions processis the achievement of Candidacy-for-Degree Status which is
awarded upon successful completion of dl Initid Study requirements including recommendation of the
Core Faculty and upon regitration and payment of tuition and fees for the first contract.
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Candidacy-for-Degree Status alows the student to continue in the Magter of Arts Program while
satisfactorily completing the successive Learning Contracts (and their proposals) in atimely manner.
The stisfactory completion of each M.A.P. component and proposd is ultimately determined by the
Program'’s Core Faculty.

Advanced Standing

In some cases, gpplicants who have completed graduate level work either a Hofstra University or at
another accredited ingtitution may apply some of thiswork towards their Master of Arts degree at New
College. Initsreview of the Magter's Degree Plan, the Core Faculty may recommend to the Dean of
New College a modified set of learning contracts which will take into account previous successtul
graduate work.

Reguests for Advanced Standing are made in the Master's Degree Plan and must be accompanied by
an officia transcript of previous graduate work as well as a statement of its relevance to the Degree
Pan. Students must demondirate the relevance of their work during the Initid Study. Findl
determination of Advanced Standing is, then, dependent on the award of Candidacy-for-Degree Status.
The award of Advanced Standing is limited to one learning contract.

Eligibility for Advanced Standing

Those seeking advanced standing must satisfy the following criteria

1 students who have completed graduate level work either at Hofstra University or another
accredited ingditution may seek to apply amaximum of 12 semester hours of thiswork towards
one learning contract only among the components leading to the Master of Arts degree a New
College;

2. grades of "B" or better must have been awarded for the courses that are to be gpplied to the
Master of Arts Degree at New College;

3. al advanced standing credits gpplied toward the New College Master's Degree normally must
have been earned within a period of five years preceding the granting of the Magter of Arts
degree by New College;

4, the credits must not have been applied to any other degree;

5. credits and courses must be related to the student's MAP emphasis as demondirated in the
approved MAP Degree Plan.

Other Learning and Life Experience

Other learning and "life experience’ are of interest and relevance in determining admission to the Master
of Arts Program a New College. Experientia learning may be employed in designing a student's
individudized curriculum and in estimating the amount of time needed to satisfy the various learning
components. However, "life experience” experientia learning and nonaccredited study cannot be
applied directly to satisfy degree requirements.

THE CALENDAR AT NEW COLLEGE




New College operates under a quarterly academic caendar. Each of the fall and spring semestersis
divided into eight-week sessions, thus, there are four sessions during the two regular semesters of the
academic year. The beginning, ending and vacation dates of the New College academic year are
congstent with those of the University and may be found in the University's calendar.

Students usualy enter the program at the beginning of the Fall Semester. Beginning and ending dates of
al learning components conform to New College's quarterly academic calendar. Full-time students may
complete one learning component in each eight-week session; students working in the program less than
full-time may wish to complete alearning contract or the Thesis over a period of one, two or more
Sessions.

REGISTRATION AND STUDENT STATUS

Registration

Upon favorable faculty review of gpplication materias and the interview, applicants will be sent a letter
of acceptance to the New College Magter of Arts Program which isvalid for one year and which
includes permission to regigter for an Initid Study.

Regigtration for an Initial Study must be completed through the Program Adminigtrator's Office no later
than two weeks prior to the starting date of that Initid Study. Initid Study tuition and fees must be paid
a thetime of regigration. Applicants are considered enrolled in the Program when registration for the
Initid Study is complete and al gppropriate tuition and fees have been paid.

Students receive Candidacy-for-Degree Status upon completion of al Initia Study requirements,
incdluding the acceptance of a Master's Degree Plan, first contract proposal and recommendation by the
Core Faculty and after they have registered and paid tuition and fees for the first contract.

Students maintain Candidacy-for-Degree Status by being continudly enrolled for learning components.,
Regidration, hilling, and receipt of tuition and fees are administered cooperatively by the Program
Adminigtrator's Office and gppropriate University offices.

Extensions

Students unable to meet the origind contract or Thes's deadline may submit to the Program
Adminigrator's Office a written request for an extension, which will be reviewed by the Core Faculty.
Students should specify the reason why the extension is required and propose a new date for the
completion of the project.

Contract and Thesi's extension periods must be consistent with the New College academic calendar.

The Master of Arts Program reserves the right to charge an emendation fee, usualy $100.00, for such
extensons.

Withdrawal

Students not regstered for a MAP learning component or not working within an gpproved extension of
aMAP learning component are consdered withdrawn from the program. Withdrawn students must
apply for reedmission by written request to the Core Faculty if they wish to register for subsequent
learning components. Upon receipt of readmittance requests, a change of status from withdrawn to
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Candidacy-for-Degree Status may be recommended to the Dean of New College by the Program
Adminigtrator and the Core Faculty of the New College Master of Arts Program.

Leave of Absence

Students may apply formdly for aleave of absence through the Program Adminidrator's Office. In
submitting an gpplication for aleave, sudents must indicate the period of inactivity which must be
coincidental with the New College academic caendar. Leaves normally are not in excess of one
academic year. An gpproved leave of absence alows the student to maintain Candidacy-for-Degree
Status.



TUITION, FEES AND FINANCIAL AID

Tuition and other fees are payable as gpecified in the schedule available in the Program Adminidrator's
Office. Checksand money orders should be drawn to the order of Hofsira University for the exact
amount of the tuition and fee payment.

The privileges of the Universty and the status of student within the New College Magter of Arts
Program are not available until registration is completed and payment required of al tuition and feesis
received.

Hofgra Universty and the Master of Arts Program in Interdisciplinary Studies at New College reserve
the right to dter the schedules of charges without notice. For current information, please contact the
Program Adminigrator's Office in 205 Roosevet Hall.

Some learning components may involve additiona ingtructiona and/or supervisory and/or resource
cogs. Studentswill beinformed of these additiona charges during the process of proposing the
particular component.

Requests for component emendations or extensions may aso involve additiona tuition or fee charges,
These will be made known to students as soon as possible. The usua emendation fee for each
extension is $100.00.

Tuition refunds for reasonable cause must be requested in writing and will be individualy determined by
the Office of Financia and Academic Records. When necessary, recommendations will be made by the
Program Adminidirator. Such refunds will normally be proportiond to the duration of the student's
involvement in a learning component up to the midpoint of that component's scheduled or approved
duration. At or after the midpoint of the component, tuition refunds are not made.

Asof the Fall 2000 semester Hofstra University and the Master of Arts Program in Interdisciplinary
Studies & New College will have the following schedule of tuition and fees:

Application Fee $40

Initial Study $1970

Learning Contracts (three required) $3587

Master's Thesis Proposd & Thesis $2973

Graduate Tuition (per sh.) $495 (not applicable to MAP)
University fee per component $275

Financial Aid

Students in the New College Master of Arts Program are eligible for financid aid on an equitable bass
with al graduate sudents at Hofstra University. For information about specific forms of financid ad,
such as loans, fellowships, scholarships, and grants, please contact:
Office of Financid and Academic Records
126 Hofgtra University
Hempstead, NY 11549
Telephone: (516) 463-6680

EVALUATION AND STANDARDS
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Evaluation

Each of the five learning componentsin the program is graded on a Pass/Fail basis. Inaddition, upon
completion of each component, the Supervisor(s) prepare(s) a statement discussing the qudity of the
student's work.

A grade of "Incomplete” (INC) may be awarded if additiondl timeis needed to complete alearning
component. This grade, if not resolved, may be converted to NCr (No Credit) at the end of the
following eight-week session. Components may be extended by forma written request to the Program
Adminigtrator's office during the period of INC.

Students may eect an NCr (No Credit) gradeif they no longer wish to continue alearning componernt.
The dection of the NCr grade may jeopardize continuance in the New College Magter of Arts
Program.

The temporary designation of Pr (Progress) on a student's record indicates that the approved duration
of the contract was longer than one session.

Academic Standards and Dismissal

Students in the Master of Arts Program at New College are expected to demondirate intellectua rigor,
scholarly integrity, persond responsibility and professiona commitment throughout dl their work leading
to the Master of Arts degree.

Students are accepted into an Initid Study only if they demondirate promise of fulfilling these
expectations. Students are awarded Candidacy-for-Degree Status if their Initial Study performance
demonstrates this promise and indicates that the M.A. Program a New Collegeis an appropriate
route for its fulfillment.

Students not demonstrating both promise and acceptable progress in the Program may be dismissed (or
placed on leave of absence for a specific term) by recommendation of the Core Faculty to the Dean of
New College. Students dismissed from the Program (or placed on leave of absence) by the Core
Faculty and Dean of New College will beinformed by letter. The letter will specify both the reasons for
dismissa (or placement on leave of absence) and the apped procedure.

1. Thefirst apped is directed to the Core Faculty through aletter in which the student addresses
the reasons for dismissal (or placement on leave of absence).

2. If the apped is denied by the Core Faculty, a second appeal may be submitted, again by |etter,
directed to the Dean of New College.

3. If the second apped is denied, the student may make a third apped, to the Provost's office of

Hofgtra Univergity in accordance with University procedures. Information about University
procedures is available from the Program Administrator's Office.

TRANSCRIPTS AND RECORDS
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Transcripts

The officid records of studentsin the New College Master of Arts Program are maintained by the
University's Office of Financia and Academic Records. Files of student activity and copies of al
student work are kept in the Program Administrator's Office.

The officid transcript ligts the titles of each of the five learning components, the semester of registration
for each component and the awarded grade. To assure the accurate transcription of MAP work,
students must provide proper registration information when it is requested by the Program
Adminigrator's Office. Periodicaly, students receive an up-to-date report of their MAP component
grades from the Financial and Academic Records Office. Requestsfor officid transcripts must be made
in writing to the Financid and Academic Records Office Memoria Hall, Hofstra Universty,
Hempstead, New Y ork 11549. Thereisno fee for transcripts sent to other ingtitutions.

Narrative Records

Because of the unique nature of the Magter of Arts Program in Interdisciplinary Studies at New College
and the individuaized curricula followed by its students, the Program Administrator's Office can prepare
anarrative report of a student'swork. Thisreport includes the abstract of the substance of each of the
five learning components as prepared by the student (see pages 12-14) and the supervisor's evaluation
or summary of that evauation.

Requests for copies of the narrative report must be made in writing to the Program Administrator's
Office.

An example of anarrative report is given on the following pages. These narrative reports cannot be

equated with or converted into letter grades. Thus students who wish to use the M.A.P as astepping
goneto further graduate study will have to negotiate their status with the subsequent program.
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SAMPLE
NEW COLLEGE MASTER OF ARTS PROGRAM May, 1997

Narrative Transcript for Jane Doe

Ms. Jane Doe has fulfilled the requirements for graduaion from the Master of Arts Program in
Interdisciplinary Studies from New College of Hofstra University as of May, 1997. The Master of Arts
Program (MAP) a New College, likedl other programsat HofstraUniversity, isaccredited by theMiddle
States Association of Schools and Colleges.

Our program iscompetence- based and thuswe do not list semester hoursor gradesfor courses completed
on student transcripts (see officia transcript enclosed). The Master of Arts Program does not count credit
or time as measures of student progress toward the Master's Degree.  Students are required to complete
five "units' or learning contracts for graduation: an Initial Study - the equivalent of 4 semester hours,
three Learning Contracts - each the equivalent of 8 semester hours and a Master's Thesis - the
equivalent of 6 semester hours. A student who has completed all of these units has earned the
equivalent of at least 34 semester hours.

THE INITIAL STUDY: Stepfamily Consciousness: How to Avoid the Cinderella Syndrome

LEARNING CONTRACT I: Pre-Oedipal Development through Maturational Input

LEARNING CONTRACT II: Stepfamily Group Study

LEARNING CONTRACT III: The Treatment of Stepfamilies in Literature

MASTER'S THESIS: Personality and Stepfamilies

Hesther E. Johnson
Senior Assistant Dean, New College
Coordinator, Master of Arts Program
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Narrative Transcript for Jane Doe

THE INITIAL STUDY Supervisor: Alfred Cohn, Ph.D.

A four semester-hour class which reintroduces sudents to the rigors of intellectud life and assststhemin
defining aplan of study whichwill meet their goalsin amanner congstent with theinterdisciplinary character
of the program and with the number of credits for each component.

Five mgor products are required. One is the plan of study itsdf. Accompanying this is the second
requirement, a rather extensive Annotated Bibliography which is intended to demonstrate that adequate
materid exigs for the intended pursuit. Third isa Library Paper which isintended to be the initid inquiry
into the student's fied of sudy. Ordinarily a quite specific issue is explored in depth. The fourth

requirement isan abstract of the Library Paper. The Abstract isthe document whichis provided to anyone
who wishes to know what the student's program entailed. The Initial Study Abstract and those for the
contracts and thesis condtitute the bulk of this narrative transcript. Findly, in order to complete the Initia

Study and thus become a candidate for the M.A.., the student must submit adetailed proposal for Learning
Contract I.

INITIAL STUDY LIBRARY PAPER - ABSTRACT

This paper examined the different types of stepfamilies, and the themes that are common to them dl.

Stepfamiliesare more complex than firgt familiesand single-parent households. There are certain problems
that gepfamiliesarelikely to face and need to resolve asthey passfrom the single parent-child family sygem
to successful integration as afamily unit.

The"interim period" isthe time after the divorce or bereavement and before the remarriage. 1t needsto be
an adjustment period inwhich unresolved past rel ationships are explored. Unredlistic expectations, theroles
that each person will play in the family unit, the cregtion of new traditions and vaues, boundary issues,
disciplinary procedures, vistation, and power plays dl need to be resolved before successful stepfamily
integration can occur. Asstepfamiliesformfromloss, it isimportant that they build afoundation onwhichto
face and overcome the fears and other risks that result from the family members higtories.

LEARNING CONTRACT I ABSTRACT Supervisor: Bruce Grossman, Ph.D.

This paper discussed the psychologica development of the infant from birth to three years of age.
Contributions of mgor theorists were discussed, compared, and contrasted. The focus was on
developmental milestones and the psychological maturetion that permits optima devel opment.

Emphasized was the role of the mother, or "mothering agent” asthe key to the infant's satisfying biologica
needs as a supplementary ego and as a provider of a nurturing environmern.
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Narrative Transcript for Jane Doe

LEARNING CONTRACT II ABSTRACT Supervisor: Bruce Grossman, Ph.D.

This paper discussed observations of agroup of stepparents meeting under the leedership of apsychologist
to confront problems common to stepfamilies. Group sessions served to highlight issues from the Initia
Study. The group sessionswere andyzed to identify which issues became the focus each week, aswell as
to identify new issues that had not been previoudy discussed.

LEARNING CONTRACT III ABSTRACT Supervisor: Dorothy Ruettgers

This paper presented abrief historica account of children'sliterature and amore detailed discussion of the
trestment of sepfamiliesin Grimm'sFairy Taes. Induded isbackground materid onthe Romantic periodin
genera and, more pecificaly, the Grimm brothers and the German socia and politica forcesthat influenced
their work. Fairy taesinvolving stepfamily members were summarized and andyzed.

MASTER'S THESIS ABSTRACT Supervisors: Alfred Cohn, Ph.D., Carolyn Sobel, Ph.D.
John Kreniske, Ph.D.

Previousresearch led meto concludethat stepfamiliesfollow adevel opment pattern analogousto that of the
human child. There is a conception, birth, and stages of infancy, "early childhood," adolescence, etc. In

relation to stepfamilies, each of the stagesis probably more accurately described by some theories than by
others. Conflictsin the course of individua development are often resolved; others may adversely affect
later developmental stages. If the development of a stepfamily follows a course like that of an individud,
some conflictsthat arise during the various stages may aso be expected to be problematic. Asextrafamilia

factors areimportant in a child's development, societa, religious, and politica factors can either disrupt or
promote the ability of the stepfamily.

Totiedl of thistogether, | examine the formation and growth of stepfamilies as units, relating processesto
the theories, which seem mogt to illuminate each stage, noting conflicts, which originate during particular
gtages and those whose origins are outside the family.

Hesther E. Johnson
Senior Assistant Dean, New College
Coordinator, Master of Arts Program

-- END OF OFFICIAL NARRATIVE TRANSCRIPT ----
SAMPLE
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APPENDIX I: THE LEARNING COMPONENTS: A DETAILED DESCRIPTION

THE INITIAL STUDY

Thelnitid Study isthe firgt of five componentsin the Master of ArtsProgram in Interdisciplinary Studiesa
New College of Hofstra University. It isadructured seminar, usudly congsting of twelve dass mestings
during a Sixteentweek semester.

Thelnitid Study fulfillssevera functions not specifically addressed by subsequent components of the Master
of Arts Program. Fird, it provides a community for scholars-in-the-making necessary because therest of
the Programisorganized in atotaly individudized fashion. Itis partly for thisreason that attendanceat al of
the Initid Study meetings is required. Second, it provides an opportunity for students to discover any
weeknessesin their academic skills before undertaking the learning contracts. These skillsinclude: reading
difficult materid criticaly; discussang ideas thoughtfully with fellow reeders; expressing idess correctly and
cearly inwriting; and searching for information, organizing it, and documenting it in atraditionaly acceptable
form. Where necessary, and to the extent possible in sixteen weeks, students are assisted in achieving and
enhancing these skills. To accomplish these god's, readings and reaction papersare assgned in addition to
the specific requirements enumerated below. Until the Initid Study has been completed, neither the
ingtructor nor the student can be certain that the candidate is ready to proceed in the Master of Arts
Program.

During thenitid Study, students are expected to compl ete satisfactorily severa short papers and four mgor
products:

1 A research paper and abstract

2. A Magter's Degree Plan (atentative outline of three contracts and the Master's Thesis)
3. A learning contract proposa (adetailed description of the first Learning Contract)

4, An annotated bibliography for the entire program as outlined in the Degree Plan.

These four items are described bel ow.
1 Initia Study Research Paper

A mgor requirement of the Initid Study is the library research paper which demondrates the student's
ability to conduct library research, to organize it, to express it effectively and to document it correctly. It
may aso reved those academic skills which need improvement. The student chooses the topic of the
research paper, subject to the approva of the Initid Study Supervisor. A topic relevant to the whole
Degree Plan will permit the student to explore pertinent sources, as well as verify that the theme of the
Degree Plan isfeasible and interesting. Along with the research paper, the student submits an abstract, a
concise description of the paper (200-300 words).

2. The Master's Degree Plan

The Magter's Degree Plan is a comprehensive description of the student's individua program at New
College. It consds of a statement of the overdl topic, a brief description of each of the three learning
contractsand the Magter's Thesis, adiscussion of theinterdisciplinary character of the program, an estimate
of the length of time the program as wel as each of its components will require and suggestions for
supervison. The Degree Plan is reviewed by the Core Faculty which consders such matters as (a) the
availability of the faculty and professiond resources for each component of the Plan; (b) the availability of
library and technical resources for each component; (c) the
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THE INITIAL STUDY (cont.)

appropriateness of the student's projected schedule for completion of the total program; and (d) the
consistency of the Plan with the student's stated motivation for graduate work in interdisciplinary studies.
The student isinformed in writing of the Core Faculty's gpprova of the Degree Plan or of required revisions.

As students progressin the Program, they may discover lines of study more appropriate than proposed in
the gpproved Degree Plan. These students may submit arevised Plan for review by the Core Faculty. If a
revised Plan is not gpproved, the student may continue with the origind Plan or substitute amodification of
the revised Plan for evduation. Sinceit often happens that students modify their plans for the second and
third Contracts asthey progressthrough the Program, the summary statementsof these contractsincdudedin
the Plan are expected to be brief.

3. The First Learning Contract Proposal

Thefirgt learning contract proposal includes: itssubject, the mode of study anticipated, itsrelevanceto the
library research paper of the Initid Study and to the subsequent learning contracts and the Thess,
descriptions of the proposed schedule and of the type of supervision required. The student may aso
suggest aparticular Supervisor. Final decisons concerning supervision and other aspects of the contract are
made by the Core Faculty. A description of theformat for earning contract proposal s appearsin Appendix
.

4, The Annotated Bibliography

The annotated bibliography isalist of the sources of information (books, articles, government documents,
etc.) on which students expect to rely asthey advance in the Program. Students should provide, for items
lised in the bibliography, brief comments indicating scope, relevance and anticipated value to the study.

Thefollowing is asample course outline for the Initid Study.

16



NEW COLLEGE OF HOFSTRA UNIVERSITY
MASTER OF ARTS PROGRAM

MAP 200 INITIAL STUDY Fall, 2000
DR. J. KRAPP

COURSE OUTLINE

TEXTS: G.W. Allport, Becoming, New Haven: Yae U.P., 1950.

J. Bronowski, Science and Human Vaues, (rev.ed.) New York: Harper, 1972
The New College Writing Manud (Supplied)
A research reference book (e.g., by Gorn, Turabian, or Pugh) (optiond)

REQUIREMENTS:

1. Severd short papers (described below)

2. A library research paper;

3. An abstract thereof;

4. A Plan of Study including a tentative annotated bibliography for Contract One
and detailed proposd for Contract One.

All written work must be submitted in duplicate. One copy will be returned with comments; the other will

be filed.

GRADING: PassFall based on timely completion of assgnments & regular class attendance.

Meeting No. Subject Matter and Assienments

1.

Introduction: Discussion of goasof Initid Study, the Program requirements, opportunities, interests
of students, etc. Assgnment for Sesson #2: Chapters One and two of Bronowski. First paper
(due second meeting): identify an idea of Bronowski's that interests you and write a short paper
(about 500 words) in which you summarize and evauate the idea.

Discussion of Bronowski and of gestating plansfor library Paper, Master's Degree Plan of Study
etc. Assgnment for Sesson #3: Chapter 3 and "The Abacus and the Rose" in Bronowski Second
paper: Write a 2-3 page paper indicating which of the three discussants in "The Abacus and the
Rose" holds aviewpoint closest to your own and why you think so.

Discusson of progress toward Master's Degree Plan of Study and library paper;
troubleshooting; encouraging. Feedback on first paper.

Tour of Library. Introduction to reference sources in student's field of interest. Feedback on
second paper. Assgnment for Sesson #5: Outline of library paper.
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MAP 200 INITIAL STUDY

10.

11.
12.
13.

Discussion of problems and progress on library paper and emerging Plans of Study. Assgnment
for Session #6: Allport, Chapters 1-3

Discussons of: progress and problems, Allport chapters, feedback on outlines.
Assgnment for Session #7: Allport chapters 4-9; narrow focus of Library Paper (if necessary);
submit revised outlinesin multiple copies.

Discussons of: note-taking and new outlines, Magter's Degree Plan of Study. Assgnment for
Session #8: Prepare adraft of Plan of Study and annotated bibliography; Allport chapters 10-13.

Discussons of: Plans of Studly, revised library paper outlines and Allport.
Assgnment for Sesson #9: In about 750 words, relate Allport'sbook (which you may finishif you
haven') to your area of interest. Also, bring in &t least part of the Library Paper.

Feedback on Master's Degree Plan of Study. Discussion of Allport, problems and progressin
assgnments, etc. Assgnment: Continue library paper. Revise and/or complete Master's Degree
Plan of Study. Prepare draft of abstract.

Discussion as above. Assgnment: Prepare proposa for learning contract one, including annotated
bibliography.

Find trouble shooting discussions. Assgnment: Submit completed work next sesson.
All work due.

Return of papers, mutua congratulations.
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THE LEARNING CONTRACT

Thelearning contract isthe chief mode of study in pursuit of the Master'sdegree. Each contract must have
agpecific focus or topic, and the three contracts must be clearly related to each other and to the theme of
the student's plan of study and Thesis. The contractua study may take or combine severd forms. library
research, laboratory research, field research, gpprenticeship, internship, course attendance, or studio work.
Whatever the manner of study, some form of written report, chiefly andytica and substantive, must be
submitted for evauation.

Before undertaking the work involved in acontract, the student must submit to the Core Faculty acontract
proposa (the first contract proposal being prepared under the guidance of the Initid Study Supervisor).

The Contract Proposal

The Contract Proposa contains the following elements:

1.

Purpose - A description of the topic with aclear indication of the gods of the study, its scope and
itsinterdisciplinary character.

Methodological Procedures - A statement of the ways in which data are to be collected and an
indication of the magor resources to be used (e.g., library research, clinical observation, course
attendance). Thesteor steswheretheinformation isto be gathered should beidentified, and their
suitability to the sudy indicated. If it is necessary to use consultants who are not members of the
Hofdrafaculty, their qudifications should be  substantiated through professona resumesto be
reviewed by the Core Faculty.

Preparation - A review of the student's preparation for undertaking the study (e.g., through
prior study or work experience).

Outline- An outline of the anticipated mgor divisons and subdivisons of the studly.

Function - A statement of the manner in which thelearning contract contributesto the fulfillment of
the Master's Degree Plan.

Time Edimate - The anticipated length of time needed to complete the learning contract.
Units of time should be in kesping with the New College calendar composed of eght-week
sessons. Students who require additiond time may gpply in writing to the Core Faculty for  a

extenson.

7.

Annotated Bibliography - A list of articles, books, records and other documents which are
expected to be of usein thefulfillment of the contract. Each item should be accompanied by abrief
comment on its expected valueto the study. It isunderstood that the bibliography istentative and
subject to modification during the course of the research. For thefirst contract, the mgority, if not
al, of the student's sources will be from the origind Master's Plan annotated bibliography. As
research continues, additional sourceswill be added.

Supervison - Supervisorsare usudly drawn from the Hofstra University faculty, but they may aso
be from outside the University. Supervisors who are not members of the Hofstra faculty are
designated as "on-Ste Supervisors” Professiona resumes of potentid  on-Site Supervisors must
be provided for review by the Core Faculty. An on-Ste Supervisor is dways supported by a
consulting on-campus Supervisor - someone from the HofsraUniversity faculty whose professond
abilities complement those of the on-site Supervisor and who ultimately assigns a grade after
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consultation with his or her on-site counterpart.

Upon approva of a contract proposd, if the student has not suggested an appropriate
Supervisor, the Core Faculty suggests afaculty member with suitable qudifications. The student
then confers with this Supervisor and, if the two agree, the contract isimplemented.

Evaluation of the Contract Proposal

After reviewing the contract proposa, the Core Faculty notifies the student in writing that the learning
contract has been gpproved, not approved, or gpproved conditiondly, pending revisons. When notified of
Core Faculty approvd, the student registersfor the contract by completing the registration cardsforwarded
by the Program Administrator's Office. Students should alow gpproximately one month prior to the desired
registration period for review of the Proposal by the Core Faculty.

Evaluation of the Learning Contract

A learning contract is consdered satisfactorily completed when student, Supervisor and Core Faculty are
satisfied with the finished product(s). /¢ should be anticipated that revisions of written work to satisfy
student, faculty, and Program standards will be necessary. That revisions are often required due to
the independent mode of study should not be construed as failure to meet graduate standards.

Use of aword processor is highly recommended to facilitate the writing and revision process.

When the learning contract has been completed, the student is asked to confer with the Supervisor. This
conference should result in the preparation of two documents: the Supervisor's evauation of the student's
performance and the student's contract abstract. Thisabstract, not to belonger than one typewritten page,
should describe the following:

The subject of the project: theme, hypothesis or problem;
The god of the project;

The results of the learning contract research;
Therdationship of the project to the next contract.

An additional copy of the learning contract paper, the abstract for that paper and the Supervisorlls
evauation are submitted to, and kept on filein, the Master of Arts Program Adminigtrator's Office.

20



THE MASTER'S THESIS PROPOSAL AND THESIS

Standards

Any student who has successfully completed the three L earning Contracts has acquired the toolsand kills
necessary for successinthe Thess. Aswiththeearlier work, the Thesisisto bewrittenin clear and precise
prose, in academic rather than persond style, and isto be fully documented in amanner cons stent with the
standards of The New College Writing Program Manual. Asin previouswork, any idea or fact that
does nat originate with the author should be fully and accurately attributed; spelling, sentence Structure,
organization should al show the benefits of critiques of earlier work.

It isasource of pride to our Faculty and Alumni that more than afew of our sudents Theses have been
published. (Indeed, some contracts have been aswell.) While publication isnot required, it isadesirable
outcome of the extengve and intensive efforts required for the Thesis.

The Thesis Proposal

The Thess Proposd contains the following dements:

1 Purpose - Generdly, the Thesis should represent an interdisciplinary integration of thetheme
the candidate's previous contracts. It ismuch to be desired that the Thesswill: 1) make a
persuasive case for a proposition (one which earlier research rather than preconceptionhas  revededio

the writer); or 2) will test an hypothesis by means of empirica research.

In the former case, the research will draw on library materias using well-rehearsed skills. h
testing an hypothes's, appropriate research methodology must be followed including,
where pertinent, adherence to appropriate ethical standards.

2. Methodologica Procedures - The candidate will propose the Thesis just as he or she proposed
earlier contracts, i.e., with astatement describing thewaysin which dataareto be collected and the
major resources to be employed: library research, field research, apprenticeship, workshops,
clinical observation or coursework. The Site or Steswhere the information isto be gathered must
be identified and their suitability to the study discussed. The proposa can be prepared with the
help of the supervisor of the third contract. The proposd isreviewed by theMaster of Arts
Program Core Faculty which will help the candidate to identify members of the Thesis Committee.
If the student proposes a Thesis Supervisor who is not amember of the Hofstrafaculty, hisor her
professonda resume must be submitted to the Core Faculty for approval.

The Thesis Committee will consst of at least three people. One, the Thesis Advisor, will take
primary responghility for guiding and overseeing the candidate's work. It will be his or her
respongbility to suggest sources, to discuss and evaluate the work as it progresses, to encourage
thetimid and/or to restrain the excessively amhbitious. Sinceitsintegrative nature virtudly guarantees
that the Thess will have an inter- or multi-disciplinary character, two readers will be assgned to
asss with perspectives from their discipling(s).

3. Annotated Bibliography - A list of articles, books, records and other documents expected to be
used inthe course of study isto be submitted with abrief commentary on their anticipated value. It
is understood that the bibliography is tentative and subject to revison during the course of the
research.

4, Rdationship to the Degree Plan - To beincluded inthe Thesis proposal isadescription of how the
Initial Study research paper and the three learning contracts contributed to the Thesis. Further, the
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5.

waysinwhich the Thessmay beregarded asthe culmination of the Degree Plan must be discussed.
This should be demonstrated by means of abstracts of the prior components of the program.

Outline- An outline of the anticipated Thes's is required showing the likedly mgor divisons a

subdivisions of the study.

6.

Time Edimate - Anticipate the length of time required for the completion of the Thess The
minimum time required for completion of the Thessistwo New College sessons (one semester);
the maximum time does not usually exceed four New College sessions (an academic year).

Evduaion - When the Thes's Supervisor and any assigned reader are satisfied that the work has
been completed and is ready for formal evauation, a Thess Committee will be asked to evauate
the Thesisand meet with the candidate for an ord defense. Whilethe term suggeststhat some sort
of attack is to be launched againgt the work or even its author, the redlity isthat a discusson will

take place.

It is often helpful for the student to remember that at least one faculty member has gpproved the
work in principle. While other committee members may have questions and even objections, it is
most unlikely that the oral defense will be the occason & which the Thessis rgected. If the
student followed the guidance of the Thesis advisor closdly and properly, rgection by the
Committee should be quite rare.

It sometimes happens that the Thes's is accepted as submitted, the Committee being unable to
suggest any way in which thework requiresimprovement. Thisdoesnot happen very often. More
likely, certain revisons will be required as the four discussants review the work in a spirit of

condtructive criticism. Theserevisons are classed s

- "Minor Revisons' in which case rdatively sraightforward corrections, clarifications or
amplifications may be required. In such cases, only the gpprova of the Thesis Advisor will be
necessary for final acceptance of the Thesis.

- "Mgor Revisons' in which case the candidate will be required to do a substantial amount of
rewriting or additiona writing, e.g., anew chapter. Here, a second ord defense will be
required so that the entire Thess Committee may be satisfied that the work has been done

acceptably.

Publication - When the Thesis has been gpproved by the Thesis Committee and by the Core
Faculty, it isbound according to requirements established by the Universty'sAxinn Library. Degree
candidatesmust deliver an origina and at least three copiesto be bound on 20-pound bond paper,
free of corrections of any kind and with marginsof 1.5 inches totheleft and oneinch marginsat
top, bottom and right. The title page, typed in the form shown on the following page, is to be
sgned whereindicated by thethree Thes s Committee members. The original and one copy remain
inthe Library's collection. One copy will be kept in the collection of the Master of ArtsProgram
Adminigrator's Office. A third copy will be given to the sudent. While it is not required, some
students choose to give an additional copy to the Thesis Advisor, aswell.

The Master's Degree will not be awarded until these requirements are met. Failureto completedl Thesis
mechanics (see page 24) will result in ddaysin degree conferrdl.

SAMPLE TITLE PAGE
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THE ROLE OF ANDRES SEGOVIA IN THE TWENTIETH-CENTURY REVIVAL
OF THE CLASSIC GUITAR

by

(student's name)

ADVISOR:
Dr. Howard Cinnamon
Professor of Music
Hofgra University
READERS;

Professor David C. Christman
Dean of New College

Associate Professor of Art History
Hofgra University

Dr. Martha Hollander
Assstant Professor of Art History
Hofgra Universty

Presented in partia fulfillment of the requirements for the Master of Arts Program in Interdisciplinary Studies,
New College, Hofstra University; May, 1996

Copyright 1996 (student's name)
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APPENDIX II: THESIS MECHANICS

In order for the Thesisto be reviewed and accepted, a degree candidate in the Master of Arts Programin
Interdisciplinary Studiesisrequired to follow the conventions of scholarship. Of the many excellent guides
available, the Core Faculty cdls attention to two in particular.

Gorn, Janice. Style Guide, Monarch Press, New Y ork, 1973.

Turabian, Kate L. Manual for the Writers of Term Papers, Thesesand Dissertations. University of
Chicago Press, Chicago, 1973.

In preparing the finished Thes's, candidates for the Master's degree must observe these directions:
1 PAPER: The paper should be of good qudity (20 |b. weight is suggested).

2. MARGINS: The left margin of al pages must be 1.5 inches to provide ample space for binding;
margins at top, right and bottom of each page must be 1 inch.

3. TITLE PAGE: The title page must contain the sgnatures of the Thess Committee members.
Thisform is given to the Supervisor on the day of the ord defense of the Thess.

4. ABSTRACT: Onecopy of theabstract isneeded for each copy of the Thesis. The abstract should
not exceed six hundred words.

5. MANDATORY COPIES: An arigind (alibrary requirement) plus three copies are mandatory.
Theorigind isrequired to be clean and totaly free of noticesble corrections. The Program cannot
provide photocopying from the origind manuscript. Candidates are, therefore, required to seek
their own copying services.

6. COPYRIGHTING: Copyrighting is optiond. Arrangements for copyrighting are made by the
sudent. For information contact: United States Copyright Office
Library of Congress
Washington, D.C. 20559
7. FEES FOR BINDING: For current fees, please see the Program Administrator.
8. PROCEDURE:
(A) The student pays the bindery fee to the Office of Financia and Academic Records and sends
the receipt to the Master of Arts Program Administrator's Office.
(B) Before binding, al copies must be signed by the three SupervisorsReaders.
(C) The student may choose to bring theorigina and 3 copies of the accepted thesisto the binder
(current name of vendor and address available in Program Office) or bring copies to the
Program Office and have them picked up and delivered by binder for an additiona fee of $30.00.
(D) The Madter of Arts degree cannot be officialy conferred until these requirements are fulfilled.

(E) Theorigina and one copy are placed in the library. One copy isgiven to the student, and the
remaining copy is kept in the Magter of Arts Program Office.

APPENDIX III: HUMAN SEXUALITY EMPHASIS
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Theindividuaized, interdisciplinary curriculum of the Master of Arts Program iswell suited to the study of
Human Sexudlity. Thisemphassis meant to give the sudent abeginning graduate level sudy of sexudity
education, counsdling and therapy.

Thegoalsof the program arefor studentsto demonsirate basic knowledge and skills- regardless of career
gods- inthefollowing arees

1.
2.

7.

A higtorical perspective on sex education and sex therapy;

An understanding of reproductive biology, the sociology of sexua functioning and basic
psychologicd principles of individua and interpersond behavior;

Some knowledge of, and experience with, the techniques and skills of group dynamics, vaues
clarification, decison making and generd problem solving;

Basc counsding skills of both individua and group counsding, interview techniques and
consultation;

A basic familiarity with satistics and research design (research skills are particularly emphasized,
especidly for those students primarily interested in sexuality research as a career god);

A familiarity with the severa forms of resource materias including bibliographies, audiovisuds,
available sexud hedth services in dinics and agencies and the ability to criticaly evauate these
resources,

Knowledge of contemporary issues in human sexudity such as abortion, rape,  pornogrgphy, life

dyles, etc. aswdl asrelated public laws.

The learning contracts and Thesis normdly required for Human Sexudity students follow:

(Note: each is modifiable according to student experience and interest.)

Sexudity Education which indudes areas such as curriculum design, planning and implementing a
sexudity program and evauation and critica review of curricular materiads.

Sexudity Counsdling which includes theory and skills of counsdling and problem solving for work
with both individuas and groups (adolescent, abortion, dysfunction, rape, contraception, specia

need groups, €tc.).

Professona Continuing Education CoursesAdvanced I ndtitutes which may include AASECT or
professionaly sponsored coursework aswell as participation in professiond seminars, workshops
or conferences.

Madgter's Theses are smilar to those required of adl MAP students since they must reflect the
interdisciplinary nature of the study of Human Sexudity. For students primarily interested in sex
counseling or therapy, a 200-hour internship may be incorporated into the Thesi's component asa
source of field research. This may be achieved by adding written  reports, suMMaries,

evauations, etc., of theinternship to the research Thess.

MAP has been designed to meet some of the AASECT requirements for certification of sex educators,
counselors or thergpigs. Students seeking certification from AASECT should contact the Association
directly about membership or requirements.
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