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MISSION STATEMENT
Hofstra University’s School of Communication, committed to the University’s liberal arts tradition, provides the opportunity
to explore the world of humanistic inquiry through the interdisciplinary study of all forms of communication processes and
institutions. With courses that explore the theoretical and practical nature of communication, the School provides majors
with the opportunity to pursue scholarly inquiry and to acquire technical experience. The School’s integrated approach is
based on the belief that life in an advanced society demands knowledge of the arts, humanities, social sciences, natural sci-
ences, business, and technology. The curriculum aims to foster critical thinking; to explore aesthetics; to investigate ethics,
humanistic values, and cultural diversity; to encourage originality and creativity; to expose students to current and converg-
ing technologies; and to provide the training for leadership in a technological age. With the conviction that the media exist
to protect the freedoms of our society, the faculty is committed to a scholarly environment in which theoretical, historical,
critical, and technological methodologies help students to question, challenge, and improve all forms of communication.
The School strives to produce graduates who are active cultural contributors. To achieve this goal, the School emphasizes
creative problem solving, responsible decision making and cooperative learning. Together the faculty and students of the
School participate in an ongoing exploration of the roles, purposes, and technologies of communication.

DEPARTMENTS WITHIN THE SCHOOL
Speech Communication and Rhetorical Studies
Journalism and Mass Media Studies
Audio/Video/Film

SPEECH COMMUNICATION AND RHETORICAL STUDIES

Associate Professor Sobnosky, Graduate Program Director, (516) 463-7141, sphmjs@hofstra.edu 

Professors Merrill, Sloyer
Associate Professors Fleischman, Sobnosky
Assistant Professors Pounds, Russell, Trasciatti, Ucok 

The philosophy of the Department of Speech Communication and Rhetorical Studies is based on the recognition that
our society is enmeshed in an all-encompassing, interdependent, and ever-expanding web of human and technologi-
cal communication. Students who major in or take courses in this department learn how the communication process
works in interpersonal and group settings, in formal organizations, and in public communication situations. The pri-
mary goals of the curriculum are to develop competencies in observing, analyzing, and evaluating communication
practices; to develop knowledge about human communication theory; and to develop communication skills in a vari-
ety of settings. The Department of Speech Communication and Rhetorical Studies offers a Master of Arts degree both
for those students intending to pursue doctoral work and for those for whom an M.A. will be the final degree.  The
program provides a strong liberal arts background that can be applied to a variety of professional fields such as busi-
ness, education, and government. Examples of specific career applications include communication training and devel-
opment, conflict management and resolution, law, corporate and public advocacy, and public performance.  
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