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INTRODUCTION

WELCOME TO THE ELEMENTARY EDUCATION PROGRAM

in the

DEPARTMENT OF CURRICULUM AND TEACHING

at

HOFSTRA UNIVERSITY
The faculty welcomes you to the elementary education program in the Department of Curriculum and Teaching.  We applaud your decision to join the profession, and commit ourselves to helping you become a reflective activist-scholar practitioner.

This handbook outlines the basic goals and requirements of the elementary education program in the Department of Curriculum and Teaching.  All students in the Hofstra College of Liberal Arts and Sciences must fulfill the requirements for the Hofstra Core and a liberal arts co-major in addition to the elementary education co-major requirements.  Although rigorous and demanding, the faculty strongly believes that this comprehensive program is key to preparing knowledgeable and confident teachers.  The elementary education program leads to New York State initial teacher certification in childhood education (grades 1-6).  See also the list of liberal arts and sciences course work that fulfills New York State Education Department teacher education guidelines.  This will help you select liberal arts courses that will also fulfill education requirements.

You may start fulfilling the liberal arts major requirements as early as your first year.  You are advised to see an elementary education advisor as soon as possible in your college career.  You may begin the education program in the first semester of junior year. 
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HOFSTRA UNIVERSITY

Department Curriculum and Teaching

SECTION 1

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

Committed to Developing Teachers Who Are

Reflective Activist-Scholar Practitioners
The primary purpose of the Department of Curriculum and Teaching is the preparation of teachers who are artists and scholars; who are activists with a special concern for public education; who reflect on their practice, are dedicated to their students, their disciplines, and to teaching and learning.  We value a pedagogy that is participatory, dialogical, and reciprocal.

Our goal is to foster among our students an awareness of the interactive nature of learning, developmental and social contexts of teaching and learning, historically situated and socially constructed nature of knowledge, structure of the disciplines, integration of aesthetics in the construction of meanings.

Our curriculum and pedagogies draw upon appropriate technologies and reflect critical perspectives on issues such as race, class, gender, ability, ethnicity, and language.  We expect our degree candidates to value diversity.

Our goal is to foster degree candidates’ abilities to create inclusive and supportive learning environments for all learners, critically examine their practices in order to influence education and educational institutions, seek development of students who are active, informed, thoughtful citizens, capable of participating fully as moral and responsible members of a democratic, diverse society, and global community.

Our faculty supports a convergence of current educational research, theory, and practice through collaboration with our students and the educational community. Departmental programs stress participatory processes, inquiry, and experiences that enable our students to be life-long learners.

These dispositions are fostered by the integration of field-based observation-participation with class-based reading, discussion and reflection, authentic learning activities.

 SECTION 2

APPLICATION and PRE-REQUISITES

STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO FILE AN APPLICATION TO THE ELEMENTARY EDUCATION PROGRAM IN THE SEMESTER BEFORE THEY WISH TO BEGIN COURSE WORK. We strongly recommend that you add Elementary Education as a co-major early in your college program planning. Doing so will help you to select general liberal arts courses required by the New York State Education Department.  The application includes an essay, and requires two references.

A.  CO-MAJOR
All undergraduate teacher education degree candidates at Hofstra University are required to co-major in a core liberal arts area as well. Before admission to the elementary education program you may enroll in Phase I courses listed below. After admission to the elementary education program, you may begin the program in the first semester of the junior year with ELED 125A.  The program is a four-semester sequence of course work and field participation. Upon completion of the New York State-approved program and recommendation by Hofstra University, you will be eligible for the New York State Initial Certificate in Childhood Education (grades 1-6). 

B.  ADVISEMENT

Hofstra University is committed to providing advisement support in a variety of ways. 

1. The Hofstra University Advisement Office will assist with advisement concerning the University Liberal Arts Core Requirements.

2. Students also consult an adviser in their chosen liberal arts major to assist with selection of courses needed for your chosen subject area.

3. The Department of Curriculum and Teaching provides specialized advisement for your studies in elementary education. Although elementary education course work typically begins during the lower junior year, students who are considering becoming an elementary education major should see the elementary education adviser as early as the freshman year in order to know which liberal arts courses are required for the elementary education program. (Specific liberal arts courses required by New York State also are listed separately below.) This will avoid having to make up liberal arts courses at a later date.

C.  WHEN TO APPLY

Students apply for admission by completing the application form and providing all transcripts to the Curriculum and Teaching Department in the semester prior to their starting date. Applications are available in the department office.

Transfer students must apply through the University Advisement office.

D.  PRE-REQUISITES FOR ADMISSION TO THE ELEMENTARY EDUCATION PROGRAM AND SPECIFIC COURSE WORK 

Students can enroll in the elementary education program after 45 semester hours of liberal arts course work.  

1. Students must have completed X credits in their liberal arts co-major (excluding fine arts, dance, drama, music, language, and hearing sciences, and selected majors in New College and School of Communication) before enrolling.

2. An overall grade point average of 2.75 and a liberal arts overall grade point average of 2.75 are required for admission.  Students may not begin the elementary education program before being accepted into the program.

3. All students must pass the Hofstra University English (Writing) Proficiency Exam (or New College equivalent) prior to the first semester in the program. The English (Writing) Proficiency Examination is administered when English 1 is completed at Hofstra or arranged by the student.

4. Students may choose to enroll in ELED 041 Basic Concepts in Arithmetic and Related Teaching Practices (2sh) before admission to the program or take the Departmental Mathematics Proficiency Examination before or during their first semester in the program. Students will not be able to advance to the third semester ELED 128A Integrated Teaching of Mathematics: Early and Childhood Education and ELED129A Integrated Teaching of Science: Early and Childhood Education sequence until this requirement has been met. Announcements will be made during the first week of ELED 125A/ELED 126A that provide information concerning time and location to take the examination.

E.  TRANSFER STUDENTS

· Transfer students are not admitted until an official transcript has been reviewed by the University Advisement office.

· Transfer students should note that not all courses will transfer for credit towards the elementary education degree.
· Transfer students must pass the Hofstra University English (Writing) Proficiency Exam during the transfer orientation period.

· Transfer students must demonstrate mathematics proficiency. You may choose to enroll in ELED 041 Basic Concepts in Arithmetic and Related Teaching Practices (2sh) before admission to the program or take the departmental Mathematics Proficiency Examination before or during your first semester in the program. Students will not be able to advance to the third semester ELED 128A Integrated Teaching of Mathematics: Early and Childhood Education and ELED129A Integrated Teaching of Science: Early and Childhood Education sequence until this requirement has been met. Announcements will be made during the first week of ELED 125A/ELED 126A that provide information concerning time and location of the examination.
· Transfer students must consult with the University Advisement office to determine whether they need to make up any pre-requisite liberal arts courses before enrolling in any of the content area methods courses.

· ELED 126A Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Teaching Social Studies [pre-requisite liberal arts history course]
· ELED 127A Integrated Teaching of Reading, Writing, and Children’s Literature [pre-requisite English (Writing) Proficiency Examination]

· ELED128A Integrated Teaching of Mathematics: Early and Childhood Education [pre-requisite liberal arts mathematics course and ELED 041 or the departmental Mathematics Proficiency Examination]

· ELED 129A Integrated Teaching of Science: Early and Childhood Education [pre-requisite liberal arts laboratory science course]

SECTION 3

REQUIRED COURSEWORK IN LIBERAL ARTS AND OTHER PRE-REQUISITES

Students may satisfy their Hofstra Core and liberal arts co-major with a variety of courses, but elementary education co-majors must include the following liberal arts courses in their program in order to meet New York State Education Department guidelines. Students should use these courses to fulfill their Hofstra Core and liberal arts major requirements whenever possible. Please note that the Hofstra Core requires 93sh for the Bachelor of Arts degree, which may include some of the following courses required by the New York State Education Department:
General Education Prerequisites

BA REQUIREMENTS

Hofstra Writing Proficiency Exam





0 s.h.

Written Analysis and Expression:

English 1







3 s.h.

English 2 







3 s.h.

LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLISH      

(Level 4, special language option, or exam)




0-12 s.h.

HUMANITIES CORE

Artistic Expression/Humanities:

Apprec & Analysis lit core





3 s.h.

Apprec and Analysis core





3 s.h.

(AH 74,101, CLL 39,190, DNCE 127, DRAM 1,

MUS 3, JWST 10,30,108, ENGL 40,139)

Creative Participation: (FA 8 or equiv core)




3 s.h.

NATURAL SCIENCE/MATH/CS CORE

Scientific Processes:

Natural science core (BIO 4 or equivalent lab science)

3 s.h.

Mathematics:        

Mathematics core (Math 12, 16 rec.)




3 s.h.

Information Retrieval: CSC 5 recommended




3 s.h.

SOCIAL SCIENCE CORE

Historical Concepts:          

History core (satisfies History/Phil core)



3 s.h.

Social Science Concepts:

Sociology core (SOC 4  recommended)



3 s.h.

Social Science core (PSY 7, ANTH 3,137, PSC 1


3 s.h.

recommended – or HIST 162C, if behavioral core met)

CROSS-CULTURAL CORE (any core)




3 s.h.
EXTRAS:

Philosophy: FDED 127(Any PHIL accepted.




0-3 s.h.

FDED 127 meets both state and ELED program requirements

but is not a core)

Communication:  (SPCM 1,7)





3 s.h.

Information Retrieval: Lib 1 or Exam




0-1 s.h.

      ** (if not taken CSC 5 as core)

REQUIRED COURSE WORK IN ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

Phase I (6-8 s.h.)


a) All students must pass the Hofstra University English (Writing) Proficiency Exam or New College equivalent) prior to their first semester in the program. (0 sh)

b) All students must demonstrate mathematical proficiency before or during the first semester in the program. Students may choose to take ELED 041 (2sh) or successfully complete the departmental Mathematics Proficiency Examination (0sh) before or during their first semester in the program.  Students will not be able to advance to the third semester ELED 128A and ELED129A sequence until this requirement has been met.

c) ELED 104A (1sh) - Educational Computing Issues, Trends and Practices 

d) ELED 111 (1sh) - Children’s Movement & Rhythmic Activities for the Classroom Teacher 

e) ELED 122 (1sh) – Art in the Elementary School 

f) FDED 127 or FDED 111 (3sh) – Introduction to Philosophy of Education or The American School 

g) SPED 101* (3sh) – Inclusion: Infants, Toddlers, Pre-school, and K-6 Children 

Note: FDED 127 fulfills the New York State requirement for a philosophy course. FDED 127 and FDED 111 are recognized as liberal arts courses at Hofstra University.

Phase II  Admission to the Program in Elementary Education (23 s.h.)

a) Lower Junior Semester: ELED 125A (5sh) – Child Development in the School Setting, Home and Community [*50 clock hours) 

b) Upper Junior Semester: ELED 126A (3sh) – Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Teaching Social Studies: Elementary Education; ELED 126L (1sh) – Social Studies Field Placement Laboratory [*45 hrs] 

c) ELED 127A (5sh) – Integrated Teaching of Reading, Writing and Children’s Literature: Elementary Education; ELED 127L (1sh) – Literacy Field Placement Laboratory [*45 hrs] 
d) Lower Senior Semester: ELED 128A (3sh) – Integrated Teaching of Mathematics in Early and Childhood Education; ELED 128L (1sh) – Mathematics Field Placement Laboratory [*45 hrs] 

e) Lower Senior Semester: ELED 129A (3sh) – Integrated Teaching of Science in Early and Childhood Education; ELED 129L (1sh) – Science Field Placement Laboratory [*45 hrs]
* Field experience.

Field Experiences Before Student Teaching

Please take into account the need to allow time in you schedule for field participation-observation placements.

Prospective teachers in the elementary education program are participant-observers in designated schools prior to student teaching. Placements are arranged by the Office of Field Placement to account for the location of your residence and the quality of the available placements. You need to provide your own transportation. At least one placement  (ELED 125A) will be spent in a site recognized by the New York State Department of Education as high need. Students in SPED 101 will participate on-site with elementary school students who have disabilities. Field experiences before student teaching in both grades 1-3 and 4-6 are integrated with the following courses:

(Grades 1-6) 

ELED 125A
Child Development in the School Setting, Home and Community

50 clock hours (high need placements, grades 1-6)

SPED 101
Inclusion: Infants, Toddlers, Pre-schoolers, and K-6 Children

20 clock hours (special education placements, 1-6)

(Grades 1-3)

ELED 126L
Social Studies Field Placement Laboratory - 45 clock hours 

ELED127L
Literacy Field Placement Laboratory - 45 clock hours 

(Grades 4-6)

ELED 128L
Mathematics Field Placement Laboratory - 45 clock hours

ELED 129L
Science Field Placement Laboratory - 45 clock hours

GOOD STANDING PRIOR TO ENROLLMENT IN STUDENT TEACHING 

(1) Program Phase II must be completed prior to student teaching. (2) Application forms for student teaching are available in the Office of Field Placement and are accepted by October 1 or March 1 for the succeeding semester. (3) Students must maintain a grade point average of 2.75 in education courses, 2.5 in their liberal arts courses, and 2.75 overall. Grades of D or lower will not be counted toward the degree but will be included in determining the grade point average.  Students must receive a grade of C- or higher in all required non-elective courses in the program. See note below regarding teacher certification examinations.

STUDENTS MAY NOW MOVE ON TO STUDENT TEACHING.

SECTION 4

STUDENT TEACHING, GRADUATION, AND TEACHER CERTIFICATION

Phase III Student Teaching (9 s.h.)

Student teaching is the last phase of the elementary education program.  Students must receive special permission to begin student teaching if all other education requirements have not been fulfilled.

A Student Teaching Application Packet is to be submitted to the Office of Field Placement by October 1st for the spring semester student teaching and by March 1st for the fall semester student teaching.

Student teaching is five full days a week for 15 weeks.  A required weekly analysis class is held concurrently on campus.  

REQUIRED COURSEWORK IN STUDENT TEACHING

a) ELED 121A Student Teaching in Elementary Education (6 s.h.)

b) ELED 123A Classroom Perspectives and Issues: Elementary Education (3 s.h.) 

Educational Course Total (38-40 s.h.)

(excluding liberal arts)

Graduation Requirements

Graduation from this program requires: (1) completion of the General Education Core prerequisites; (2) liberal arts and sciences overall minimum GPA of 2.5; (3) successful completion of all course requirements for the Bachelor of Arts program in Elementary Education with an overall minimum GPA of 2.75; (3) an electronic portfolio, illustrating the student’s education course work and professional accomplishments.

Teacher Certification Examinations

Students are required to pass each of the New York State Teacher Certification Examinations: The Liberal Arts and Sciences Test (LAST), the Assessment of Teaching Skills—Written (ATS-W), and the Content Specialty Test (CST). Students not receiving passing scores on all three examinations will not be eligible for certification. Additional information pertaining to certification can be found in the Hofstra Bulletin.

SECTION 5

INITIAL CERTIFICATION in CHILDHOOD EDUCATION GRADES 1—6

INITIAL CERTIFICATION IN ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

Upon successful completion of the teacher education program, students will be eligible to apply for the University’s recommendation for the New York State teachers’ Initial Certificate in Childhood Education, Grades 1-6.
REQUIRED STATE EXAMS

Students are advised that certification is recommended only after the successful completion of the B.A. requirements in elementary education and a passing grade on three state teacher exams.  These are the Liberal Arts and Sciences Tests (LAST), the Assessment of Teaching Skills—Written (ATS—W), and a specific Content Specialty Test (CST).  More information about these tests can be found in the Certification Office and the Hofstra Bulletin.  

It is strongly recommended that students take the LAST and the ATS-W exams after 12 credits of education classes and prior to student teaching, and the CST during the student teaching semester. Students who do not receive a passing score on all three examinations prior to graduation will not be eligible for certification.

PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATION

Students are also advised that initial certification lapses after three years, with the possibility for extension by appeal for an additional year. The Initial Certificate is replaced with a Professional Certificate; Professional Certification will be granted by New York State only after receipt of a master's degree and two years of teaching experience. 

INITIAL CERTIFICATION PROGRAMS OFFERED IN CURRICULUM AND TEACHING

Certification in Childhood Education, Grades 1—6

Certification in Early Childhood Education, Birth through Grade 2

Dual Certification Program in Early Childhood Education (Birth through Grade 2) 

and Childhood Education (Grades 1-6) 

SECTION 6

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS

Students are encouraged to join and participate in professional organizations and learned societies.  Students should speak with faculty regarding recommendations regarding their special interests.  

Following are some possible examples. Please inquire in the departmental office (516-463-5768) regarding others and to make appointments for advisement.  

Curriculum and Teaching Student Education Society

This is a department-based learning organization.  All students are welcome.

Kappa Delta Pi, Theta Beta Chapter

This is an international education honor society open to undergraduate and graduate students.  Undergraduate students must have a 3.5 grade point average or above in education and a cumulative average of 3.2 or above.  Graduate students require a 3.5 average.  Members receive the Kappa Delta Pi Record, The Educational Forum, and other publications.  Contact Dr. Gertrude Toher.

Phi Beta Kappa

This is a national honor society recognizing students with outstanding academic performance in the liberal arts and who demonstrate high moral character.  Students must have completed 90 credits in the liberal arts, which normally include a semester each of philosophy, mathematics, natural science, and two semesters of literature.  Students will have no more than 15 credits with Pass/D/D+/Fail grades, and have fulfilled the B.A. language requirement. 
SECTION 7

UNIVERSITY OFFICES AND SUPPORT SERVICES

Please consult Hofstra University Directory or website for office numbers and location.

EDUCATION

School of Education and Allied Human Services



(516) 463-5740

Dr. James Johnson, Dean

Dr. Penelope Haile, Associate Dean

Department of Curriculum and Teaching




(516) 463-5768

Dr. Doris Fromberg, Chairperson

Dr. Linda Davey, Assistant Chairperson

Jacqueline Laurenzano, Advisement Administrator; Office Manager

Myrna Fischbach, Undergraduate Elementary Education Adviser

Office of Field Placement






(516) 463-5746

Jane Goldman, Senior Assistant Dean, Director

Sherry Fass, Assistant Director

Certification Office







(516) 463-5747

Karleen Edwards, Assistant Dean of Advisement and Certification

CAMPUS

Bookstore








(516) 463-6654

Career Center








(516) 463-6060

Student Counseling Center






(516) 463-6791

Dr. John Guthman, Director

Financial and Academic Records





(516) 463-6680

Library 








(516) 463-5967

Dr. Daniel Rubey, Dean

Circulation







(516) 463-5952

Catalog







(516) 463-6442

Curriculum Materials  and Resource Center




(516) 463-5980

Harriet Hagenbruch, Director

Student Activities







(516) 463-6914

Writing Center







(516) 463-5464

Dr. Craig Rustici, Director

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Disabilities Support: 

If you have any documented disability-related concerns that may have an impact upon your performance in this course, please meet with me within the first two weeks of the current semester, so that we can work out the appropriate accommodations.  Accommodations are provided on an individualized, as-needed basis after the needs, circumstances and documentation have been evaluated by the appropriate office on campus.  

For more information on services provided by Hofstra, and for submission of documentation of your disability, please contact:


Dr. Karin Spencer in 101 Memorial Hall



(516) 463-6770


(for physical and/or psychological disabilities)


or


Linda DeMotta in 202 Roosevelt Hall



(516) 463-5840


(for learning disabilities and/or ADHD)

All disability-related information will be kept confidential.

SECTION 8

CHECK LIST

Becoming an elementary education major

____  
I am thinking about becoming an elementary education teacher.  I have gone to see the elementary education adviser to talk about what courses I should be taking in my liberal arts program, which will also fulfill elementary education requirements. 

(Call the departmental office at 516-463-5768 to make an appointment.)



Co-major

____
I have chosen a liberal arts co-major, met my liberal arts adviser, and am working on fulfilling requirements.


____
I have maintained a 2.75 grade point average and 2.75 liberal arts grade point average prior to admission into the elementary education program.

Pre-requisites

____
I have completed the pre-requisite course requirements for admission into the elementary education program, including 45sh of liberal arts course work.

(See the section above on required coursework.)

Application to the Elementary Education Program

____
I have applied to the Department of Curriculum and Teaching in the semester before I wish to begin the program. (Applications can be picked up in the departmental office.)

____
I have included the essay.

____
I have obtained two academic references that address my potential to become a teacher.

Student teaching

____
I have applied to the Office of Field Placement to student teach in the semester before I wish to do so.

Good standing prior to enrollment in student teaching: 

____
I am aware that I must receive a C- or higher in all elementary education course work. I am aware that I must make up work to remove a grade of Incomplete in an elementary education course within three weeks of the next semester or I will be dropped from the program.

​​____
I cannot be admitted to student teaching with any Incomplete grades in elementary education course work.

____
I have maintained a grade point average of 2.75 in my education courses, 2.5 in my liberal arts course work, and 2.75 overall. 

Certification exams

____
I have taken and passed the LAST and ATS-W exams prior to my student teaching semester.  

____
I have taken the CST exam during my student teaching semester. 

(See Certification Office for information.)








Graduation

____
I have applied for graduation by October 1 or March 1 or during Summer Session I by June 15th or     Summer Session II by July 15th.

GRADUATION CEREMONIES

Students may choose to march in the graduation ceremony of either the Hofstra College of Liberal Arts or the School of Education and Allied Human Services, or both.
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