Hofstra University’s Odyssey Promo.

President:    I am Stuart Rabinowitz, the president of Hofstra University, At Hofstra we firmly believe that the central element in the quality of educational experience, is the excellence of the faculty. Our faculty maintain high academic standards and challenge intellectual growth in every way. 

Professor Linda Longmire (Title: Director of Hofstra Odyssey Program): At Hofstra University, one of the things that is very exciting about the kind of research we do, the kind of teaching we do, is that we try to make connections, we try to make things relevant. We try to make History come alive. For example, in the course, the Mediterranean Odyssey, we retraced the steps of Homer’s Odyssey, looking at  not only the roots to western civilization but also trying to understand the diversity of cultures and traditions.

Michael Sorrentino ( Title: not able to read): In Hofstra’s Odyssey trip, we went to France, Italy, Greece, Turkey, Tunisia, Switzerland and then back to France again. It was an unbelievable experience to see and feel the presence of history around us. Having a good teacher along the way that was able to build our confidence and show us that, some things that may be intimidating, aren’t as intimidating as they look.

Professor Linda Longmire:  One of the reasons history is so important to understand, is not only that they don’t want to repeat it because in some cases we do, but more importantly we really want to be able to understand where we we’re going next. We are living in a society that is full of very complex problems. Particularly for young people, we come in at the middle of the movie, we don’t understand the roots of the issues. We don’t understand the history that has lead up to these problems that we face today. Problems that have enormous consequences. If we are ever going to be able to deal with these  problems, and look ahead, we have to understand as much as we can about the historical origins, the historical roots. This is a journey that I can argue,  really does change lives as such, opens people to a whole new realms of learning, not only again about the world but  about themselves as well. 

Michael Sorrentino: The  New College Odyssey trip definitely changed my life because it showed me that I’ve got to be independent sometimes. I’ve got to go out on my room and achieve my goals, people are not always going to help me out all the time, sometimes you got to do out and do things yourself and that definitely has taught me that.

Professor Linda Longmire: So one of the most rewarding things about this standard of learning, this kind of teaching, is that transformation of the whole person. No one returns the same person that left. 

President Rabinowitz: Hofstra University has a great deal to offer and we sincerely extend to each of you, an invitation to visit our beautiful campus. You are welcome anytime. Thank you.

