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• HOW POWER IS DISTRIBUTED
• HOW CLASS POWER APPEARS IN THE 

HEALTH SECTOR
• CHARACTERISTICS OF THE HEALTH 

SECTOR:
• UNCOVERED
• UNDERCOVERED
• INEFFICIENT
• PROFIT ORIENTED
• VERY UNFAIR
• VERY EXPENSIVE
• VERY UN-POPULAR: PEOPLE WANTS CHANGE

• WHY THEY DON’T GET A CHANGE
THE POLITICS OF HEALTH POLICY

• PRIVATIZATION OF HEALTH CARE
• PRIVATIZATION OF ELECTORAL PROCESS
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Table 1.6 Selected Attitudes and Behaviors of Persons Age Twenty-Five 
and Older, by Subjective Social Class (1)

Source: General Social Survey (GSS), 2000 to 2004, except where noted

Lower Working Middle Upper Middle-Working
Lifestyle

Own home 39% 57% 72% 74% 15%
Talking back to parents led to disrespect (1990) 63 64 52 36 -12
Went hunting or fishing (1993) 36 41 30 33 -12
Went to auto race (1993) 10 22 10 10 -11
Went to classical music concert (1993) 5 11 23 39 11
Country music: like very much (1993) 30 29 19 19 -10
Classical music: like very much (1993) 9 14 22 46 8

Politics 
Voted in 2000 37 55 73 87 17
Voted for George W. Bush 34 50 56 57 6
Republican identification 14 23 33 42 10
Independent identification 46 42 34 29 -8
Democratic identification 40 35 33 29 -2
Supports legal abortion (six of six items) 27 29 40 42 11
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Lower Working Middle Upper Middle-Working
Spending (government in Washington spends too little on:)

Social security 75 69 56 45 -13
Halting rising crime rate 64 64 54 51 -9
Child care 70 64 56 60 -8
Improving nation's health 80 78 73 71 -4
Mass transit 38 33 41 51 7

Redistribution
Differences in income too large (1996, 2000) 74 72 63 47 -9
Government: no action on inequality 11 17 26 39 9
Government: should redistribute incomes 52 30 25 17 -5
Government:should reduce income gap (1990 to 1996) 53 34 26 17 -9
Taxes on the rich are too low (1996) 61 42 37 12 -5
Companies: profits to workers, then investors (1991) 90 88 74 59 -13
Okay if some get rich (1993) 54 55 61 72 6

Table 1.6 Selected Attitudes and Behaviors of Persons Age Twenty-Five 
and Older, by Subjective Social Class (2)

Source: General Social Survey (GSS), 2000 to 2004, except where noted
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Lower Working Middle Upper Middle-Working
Confidence in institutions

Labor unions 13 15 12 15 -3
Banks 21 24 32 36 8
Major companies 14 19 28 45 10
Scientific community 30 38 49 54 11

Worldview
World is good (2000, 2002) 16 30 36 45 6
People are helpful 35 42 53 55 12
People try to be fair 32 44 61 57 17
People can be trusted 14 30 43 38 13

Well being
Very happy 16 28 37 42 9
Health excellent 11 25 37 48 12
Very satisfied with work 30 44 54 60 10
Satisfied with finances 9 19 43 58 24
Standard of living will improve 48 67 76 81 9

Table 1.6 Selected Attitudes and Behaviors of Persons Age Twenty-Five 
and Older, by Subjective Social Class (3)

Source: General Social Survey (GSS), 2000 to 2004, except where noted
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(2000)
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Several companies have many businessmen 

on  the Hopkins Board of Trustees
Number of Trustees

Black & Decker Manufacturing 6 
Maryland National Bank 5 
Associated Jewish Charities 5
Walters Art Gallery 5
Mercantile Safe Deposit & Trust Co. 4
Greater Baltimore Commission 4
Ellicot Machine Corporation 3
Maryland National Corporation 3
Baltimore Life Insurance Co. 3
Equitable Trust Bank 3
Baltimore Gas & Electric 3
Monumental Corporation 3
A.S. Abell & Company 3
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Percentage of U.S. Population Percentage of Medical Students

Changes in the Race, Class, and Gender composition of the 
U.S. Populations and of U.S. Medical Students (2006)

Women

51% 51%

1961 2006
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(2005)
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Mortality Rate for Heart Disease 
(deaths per 10,000 population)
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Source: Navarro, V.  Dangerous to your Health Capitalism in Health Care
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Unnecessary Procedures
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Why?

Privatization of Medicine

Privatization of Electoral Process
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2008
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Insurance Industry (2008)

$525.188 H. Clinton

$ 414.863 B. Obama

$277.724 J. McCain
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Who Votes? Voter Turnout by 
Income, 2000
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2006 Congressional Elections

• 92% of elected officials are reelected

• 94% of candidates with the most 

money get reelected
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2006

2006
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