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CONFERENCE THEME
Awareness of identity issues marks our present moment.  “Who am I?” “Who are we?” and “Who are you?” are 
increasingly difficult questions to answer, though they are questions of increasing salience to many.  From the perspective 
of globalization, the world’s numerous communities are increasingly commingling.  In our neighborhoods, difference 
is omnipresent.  Diversity and modernity have shown themselves to be incommensurable.  What does this mean for 
consciousness, civilization and their futures?

Though, in common discussion, identity is often recognized as an inherent part of human consciousness, Jean Gebser and 
others have problematized this notion.  Gebser describes the emergence of identity as contingent upon the unfolding 
or development of consciousness in cultures.  Emerging from the archaic consciousness’s “perfect identity of man and 
universe,” today’s modern and post-modern understandings of identity are hotly debated, involving matters such as 
individualism, race, ethnicity, sex, gender, class, agency and ascription.  Is the present moment one of liminality?  Or, 
has a “leap” of consciousness been made; have the various structures of consciousness become transparent matters of 
awareness?  How have consciousness changes, if any, been manifested in behavior?

It is the goal of The International Jean Gebser Society to present this conference, with its theme of identity, in order to 
allow a forum in which these and other issues will be discussed in an air of scholarship and collegiality.

Philip Dalton
Assistant Professor of Speech Communication, Rhetoric and Performance Studies
Hofstra University
Conference Director

ABOUT THE INTERNATIONAL JEAN GEBSER SOCIETY
The International Jean Gebser Society is patterned after European societies, or 
circles, pursuing the work of a particular philosopher.  Our society is devoted to the 
exegesis, translation, application and extension of Jean Gebser’s ideas.  

Jean Gebser was born in Posen, Germany, in 1905.  He studied and worked in Germany 
until the rise of the Nazi party in 1931.  From Germany, he fled to Spain, where he wrote 
poetry (Poesis de la Tarde, 1936) and served in the Republican Ministry of Culture.  
When war overtook the country in 1936, he fled to Paris, where he associated with the 
circle of artists surrounding Picasso and Malraux.  He fled Paris as the city fell in 1939 
and went to Switzerland.  He became a Swiss citizen in 1951, and in 1967 assumed the 
chair for the Study of Comparative Civilizations at the University of Salzburg.

It was in Switzerland that Gebser completed his monumental work on the comparative 
study of civilizations, Ursprung und Gegenwart (1949/53).  The English translation was undertaken by Noel Bartsad with 
Algis Mickunas and was published as The Ever-Present Origin in 1985 by Ohio University Press.  This massive effort of more 
than 500 pages is a phenomenology of civilization.  From a vast collection of work covering many fields, historical and 
contemporary, Gebser described the modalities of consciousness of historical cultures, as well as the extent and openness 
of human consciousness in general.  His work is penetrating and offers an understanding useful to scholars from many fields  
of study.

When reviewing Gebser’s manuscript for possible translation into English, the eminent Princeton historian Erich Kahler 
encouraged publication, calling the book “a very important, indeed in some respects pioneering, publication” that is 
“vastly, solidly, and subtly documented by a wealth of anthropological, mythological, linguistic, artistic, philosophical, 
and scientific material which is shown in its multifold and striking relationship.”
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Thursday, October 15, 2009 
Conference registration and events will be held at the Rochelle and Irwin A. Lowenfeld Conference and  
Exhibition Hall, Joan and Donald E. Axinn Library, 10th Floor, South Campus, unless otherwise noted.

Noon-5 p.m. 	 CONFERENCE REGISTRATION AND COFFEE

1-1:15 p.m.	 Welcoming Remarks

	 Cliff Jernigan, Acting Dean
	 Hofstra University School of Communication

	 Opening Remarks 

	 Philip Dalton, Assistant Professor
	 Speech Communication, Rhetoric and Performance Studies
	 Hofstra University School of Communication
	 Conference Director

	 David Zuckerman, President, The International Jean Gebser Society
	 Associate Professor of Communication Studies
	 California State University, Sacramento

1:20-4:20 p.m.	 SESSION I	 	

1:20-1:40 p.m.	 Peta Heywood, La Trobe University
	 Identity, Civilization and the Classroom: Tightening the “Mind Forg’ed Manacles”

1:50-2:20 p.m.	 David Worth, Rice University
	 Alterity and Identity in Gebser and Levinas

2:30-3 p.m.	 Andrea Gallant, Deakin University, Australia
	 Identity, Civilization, and Consciousness

3:10-3:40 p.m.	 Denise Scannell, New York City College of Technology
	 Memoir of an Integral Nose: A Story About Space, Place and Ethnic Identity Told From Below

3:50-4:20 p.m.	 Peter Pogany, Freelance Academic/Economist
	 “Fifth Structure” — Emergence in Economics: Observations Through the  
	 Thermodynamic Lens of World History

4:30-5:30 p.m.	 FEATURED ADDRESS
	 Leo A. Guthart Cultural Center Theater
	 Joan and Donald E. Axinn Library, First Floor, South Campus
 
	 Allan Combs
	 Professor Emeritus, University of North Carolina-Asheville
	 “A History of Consciousness Through Art”

6-10 p.m.	 Brooklyn Reception 
	 �Bus will depart from Hofstra’s South Campus (bus stop on California Avenue)  for Dr. Charlton 

McIlwain’s home in Brooklyn, New York.  Dr. McIlwain will host a reception from 7 to 9 p.m. where 
dinner and drinks will be provided.  Bus will depart from Brooklyn at 9:15 p.m. to return to the 
contracted hotels.   

	 For those traveling on their own, please contact the Hofstra Cultural Center at (516) 463-5669.
	 �Note: Please indicate on registration form if you are planning to attend and will be traveling with 

the bus to secure your seat on the bus.
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Friday, October 16, 2009 
Conference registration and events will be held at the Rochelle and Irwin A. Lowenfeld Conference and  
Exhibition Hall, Joan and Donald E. Axinn Library, 10th Floor, South Campus, unless otherwise noted.

8 a.m.-5 p.m.	 CONFERENCE REGISTRATION AND COFFEE

8:30-11:50 a.m.	 SESSION II	

8:30-9 a.m.	 Elaine Hsieh and Eric Kramer, University of Oklahoma
	 Consciousness and Interpretation: Interpreters at the Civilizational Frontlines

9:10-9:40 a.m.	 Rick Muller, Writer
	 “Suffering and Identity”

9:50-10:20 a.m.	 Taesik Kim, University of Oklahoma
	 Contextual Understanding of Rapid Development and Diffusion of Communication 			 
	 Technology in Korea: The Structure of Consciousness in the Relationship Between  
	 Technology and Society

10:20-10:40 a.m.	 Coffee Break

10:40-11:10 a.m.	 Tricia McCann, La Trobe University
	 Adolescence at the Growing Edge: Exploring Emerging Identity

11:20-11:50 a.m.	 Adam Kennedy, Writer
	 The Gamma Hypothesis

12-1 p.m.	 Lunch Break 
	 and 
	 Business Meeting for The International Jean Gebser Society 

1-4:50 p.m.	 SESSION III	 	

	 Leo A. Guthart Cultural Center Theater
	 Joan and Donald E. Axinn Library, First Floor, South Campus
		

1-1:30 p.m.	 Aaron Cheak, University of Queensland, Australia
	 The Will That Cannot Be Willed: Primordial Trust, Alchemical Salt

1:40-2:10 p.m.	 Ian Mills, Scholar
	 The Luminous Practice of Being No-W-Here

2:20-2:50 p.m.	 John Dotson, Writer	
	 Identity Check: Blogging With the Class of 1968

3-3:30 p.m.	 David Zuckerman, California State University, Sacramento
	 Toward a Systalic-Integral Multilogue Model of Peace-Building and Reconciliation

3:40-4:10 p.m.	 Sabrina Dalla Valle, Woodbury University
	 The Alter-modern: A Fourth Dimensional Integrated Consciousness 
	 as Seen Through Hybrid Literature

4:20-4:50 p.m.	 Cindy Vincent, University of Oklahoma
	 En Route to Integrality: Consciousness Milestones Through Online Communities
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4:50-5:15 p.m.	 Coffee Break

5:15-6:15 p.m.	 KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
	 Leo A. Guthart Cultural Center Theater
	 Joan and Donald E. Axinn Library, First Floor, South Campus

	 Bernard Neville
	 Associate Professor of Education, La Trobe University, Victoria, Australia
	 Joseph G. Astman Distinguished Conference Scholar
	 “On Being in Five Minds”

6:30-9 p.m.	 CONFERENCE BANQUET 
	 Rochelle and Irwin A. Lowenfeld Conference and Exhibition Hall
	 Joan and Donald E. Axinn Library, 10th Floor, South Campus

Friday, October 16, 2009 
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Saturday, October 17, 2009
Conference registration and events will be held at the Rochelle and Irwin A. Lowenfeld Conference and Exhibition 
Hall, Joan and Donald E. Axinn Library, 10th Floor, South Campus, unless otherwise noted.

8 a.m.-Noon	 CONFERENCE REGISTRATION

8-9 a.m.	 CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST

9-11:30 a.m.	 SESSION IV	 	

9-9:30 a.m.	 Rosanna Vitale, University of Windsor
	 Presentiating Pain: Dancing the Leaps to Heal Self/Body in the Now

9:40-10:10 a.m.	 Clark Callahan, Brigham Young University
	 Gebser and Advertising

10:20-10:50 a.m.	 Charlton McIlwain, New York University
	 Manufacturing Magic: The Strategic Rationality Pervading 
	 Barack Obama’s Racial Rhetoric

11-11:30 a.m.	 Jeremy Grace, Rice University
	 Leadership as Our Collective Condition: An Inquiry Into the  
	 Unfolding of “New” Leadership

11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 	 Lunch (on your own)

1-3 p.m.	 SESSION V

12:30-1 p.m.	 Inna Semetsky, University of Newcastle, Australia
	 Steps to Integral Consciousness: Latent Memories/Transparent Images

1:10-1:40 p.m.	 Dr. Michael Purdy, Professor Emeritus, Governors State University
	 Presencing: The (Ever-) Present in Contemporary (Integral) Awareness

1:50-2:20 p.m.	 Zayin Neumann, California Institute of Integral Studies
	 Atemporal Creativity: Evolution Beyond Lines and Spirals

2:30-3 p.m.	 Eric Kramer, University of Oklahoma
	 Integration vs. Assimilation/Adaptation

3 p.m.	 CLOSING REMARKS

	 Philip Dalton, Assistant Professor
	 Speech Communication, Rhetoric and Performance Studies
	 Hofstra University School of Communication
	 Conference Director
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Campus Map
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Dining Facilities on the Hofstra University Campus
There are several dining facilities on campus, some of which are listed below.

NORTH CAMPUS
Student Center Café
Mack Student Center
•  7:30 a.m.-9 p.m.  (Monday-Thursday) 
•  7:30 a.m.-8 p.m.  (Friday)
•  10 a.m.-8 p.m. (Saturday)

Pura Vida
Mack Student Center
•  8 a.m.-11 p.m. (Monday-Thursday)
•  8 a.m.-3 p.m. (Friday and Saturday)

Hofstra University Club
David S. Mack Hall
•  7:30-9:30 a.m. (Breakfast)
     (By reservation only, please call (516) 463-6648.)
•  11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. (Monday-Friday)

SOUTH CAMPUS
Café Bistro at Bits ‘n’ Bytes
Memorial Hall
•  7:30 a.m.-9 p.m. (Monday-Thursday)
•  7:30 a.m.-3 p.m. (Friday)  •  Closed on Saturdays

Hofstra Deli
•  7:30 a.m.-9 p.m. (Monday-Thursday)
•  7:30 a.m-5 p.m. (Friday)  •  8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. (Saturday)

Axinn Library Café
•  8 a.m.-midnight (Monday-Thursday)  
•  8 a.m.-9 p.m. (Friday)  •  10 a.m.-10 p.m. (Saturday)

Starbucks Café on the Quad
•  7:30 a.m.-8:30 p.m. (Monday-Thursday)  •  8 a.m.-5 p.m. (Friday)
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LODGING INFORMATION

The Long Island Marriott Hotel and Conference Center in Uniondale, La Quinta Inn & Suites in Garden City, Hampton 
Inn in Garden City, and Red Roof Inn in Westbury have been designated the official conference hotels. The following 
are the special discounted rates for room reservations.

LONG ISLAND MARRIOTT HOTEL AND 
CONFERENCE CENTER
101 James Doolittle Blvd.
Uniondale, NY 11553
Att: Reservations Manager
Tel: (516) 794-3800 or (800) 832-6255
Fax: (516) 794-5936
Room rate: $199 per night, single/double occupancy
Cutoff date: September 23, 2009

LA QUINTA INN & SUITES 
821 Stewart Avenue
Garden City, NY 11530
Tel: (516) 705-9000 or (800) 531-5900
Fax: (516) 705-9100
Room rate: $155 per night, single/double occupancy
Cutoff date: Based on availability

HAMPTON INN *
1 North Avenue
Garden City, NY 11530
Attn: Reservations Manager
Tel: (516) 227-2720 or (800) HAMPTON
Fax: (516) 227-2708
Room rate: $149 per night, single/double occupancy
Cutoff date: Based on availability

The Hampton Inn offers a free hot breakfast, on-the-run 
breakfast bags, wired and wireless high-speed Internet 
access, 24-hour business center, 24-hour fitness center, 
indoor pool, guest laundry facility, studio suites, meeting 
room, board room, and the 100-percent Hampton Inn 
satisfaction guarantee. 

RED ROOF INN *
699 Dibblee Drive
Westbury, NY 11590
Tel: (516) 794-2555; (800) RED-ROOF
Room rate: single occupancy $109.99; double occupancy 
$115.99: and an additional $5 per person for triple or 
quadruple occupancy. Please include CP code CP518984 
when making reservations to receive Hofstra University’s 
discounted rate.
Cutoff date: Based on availability

NOTE: ALL RESERVATIONS WILL BE HELD UNTIL  
6 P.M. ON DAY OF ARRIVAL UNLESS ACCOMPANIED 
BY THE FIRST NIGHT’S ROOM DEPOSIT OR SECURED 
BY A MAJOR CREDIT CARD. RESERVATIONS AT THE 
DISCOUNTED RATE ARE SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. 
WHEN MAKING YOUR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE 
IDENTIFY YOURSELF AS A PARTICIPANT IN THE JEAN 
GEBSER CONFERENCE AT HOFSTRA UNIVERSITY.

Scheduled transportation will be arranged between 
the Hofstra University campus and contracted 
hotels. Schedules will be available at the Conference 
Registration Desk as well as at the hotels.		

*NOTE: Please be advised that there will be no shuttle 
service between the Hampton Inn or Red Roof Inn and 
the Hofstra University campus. Please visit the concierge 
desk for taxi service.  
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LOCATION OF HOFSTRA UNIVERSITY

HOFSTRA UNIVERSITY is located in Hempstead, Long Island, New York, about 25 miles east of New York City, less than 
an hour away by train or automobile. The Long Island Rail Road (LIRR) has frequent trains to the Hempstead Station and 
the Mineola Station from Pennsylvania Station, located at 34th Street and 7th Avenue, New York City, as well as from 
the Flatbush Avenue Station in Brooklyn, New York. Use local taxi service to the Hofstra campus.

Local Taxi Service:
All Island Taxi Service 	 (516) 481-1111
Hempstead Taxi 	 (516) 489-4460
Pub Taxi Service 	 (516) 483-4433
Ollie’s Airport Service 	 (516) 437-0505
	 (516) 352-6633
	 (718) 229-5454	

BY CAR: Travel on the Long Island Expressway to exit 38, Northern State Parkway, to Meadowbrook Parkway South 
(exit 31A), or Southern State Parkway to Meadowbrook Parkway North (exit 22N). Take Meadowbrook Parkway to exit 
M4 (Hempstead Turnpike). Proceed west on Hempstead Turnpike (Route 24W) to the Hofstra campus (approximately 
one mile).

TRANSPORTATION FROM AIRPORTS :
The Hofstra campus is located approximately 30 minutes by car from John F. Kennedy and LaGuardia International 
Airports.

CALL IN ADVANCE FOR RESERVATIONS:
Classic Transportation
Classic Transportation provides shared van service from JFK and LaGuardia International Airports to Hofstra University. 
Courtesy phones are located in the baggage claim area of both airports and are connected directly to Classic dispatch/
reservation. Dial 20 from the courtesy phone to speak directly with the reservation department.
Tell the representative that you are traveling to Hofstra University. Cost: approximately $20.	

Discount: Classic Transportation offers a discount when you reserve your round-trip airport shuttle trip online at 
classictrans.com or call (631) 567-5100.

Long Island Airport Limousine Service (LIALS)
LIALS can be called upon arrival at either JFK or LaGuardia International Airport at a public telephone: 656-7000 
(no area code required). The phones are monitored from 4 a.m. through midnight, seven days a week.

U.S. Limousine and Car Service
Personalized Transportation Service 
(516) 352-2225 or (800) 962-2827

NOTE: Please be advised that there are no set fares charged by New York City yellow cabs between the airports and 
the Hofstra campus. Please confirm fee with the driver before starting your trip.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
HOFSTRA CULTURAL CENTER

243 Gallon Wing
113 Hofstra University

Hempstead, NY 11549-1130
Tel: (516) 463-5669; Fax: (516) 463-4793

E-mail: hofculctr@hofstra.edu
Web site: hofstra.edu/culture
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JEAN GEBSER CONFERENCE — REGISTRATION FORM

REGISTRATION FEES

Mail or fax to:
Jean Gebser Conference
Hofstra Cultural Center
113 Hofstra University
Hempstead,  NY 11549-1130
Tel: (516) 463-5669
Fax: (516) 463-4793

To register online, please visit hofstra.edu/culture.

Name________________________________________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________________________

City/State/ZIP__________________________________________________________________

Affiliation__________________________________________________________________________

Telephone_________________________________________________________________________

Fax____________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail________________________________________________________________________________

I have made lodging reservations at:
6  Long Island Marriott		      6  Hampton Inn
6  LaQuinta Inn & Suites		      6  Red Roof Inn

Method of Payment
6  Enclosed is a check in the amount of $_______________________
(payable to Hofstra University–Jean Gebser Conference)

6  MasterCard         6  Visa

Amount: $_________________________________________________________________________

Cardholder’s Name__________________________________________________________

Card Number____________________________________________________________________

Expiration Date________________________Security Code_________________

Cardholder’s Signature____________________________________________________

Cancellations: A $15 administrative fee will 
be deducted for registration refunds; notice of 
cancellation must be received by October 9, 2009.

Returned checks: A $25 handling fee will be charged 
for returned checks.

		  NO. OF PERSONS	 AMOUNT

Regular rate	 $75	 ______________	 $_______________

Member of The International Jean Gebser Society	 $65	 ______________	 $_______________

Senior citizen (65 and over)	 $55	 ______________	 $_______________
(must include copy of Medicare card)

Matriculated non-Hofstra student	 $25	 ______________	 $_______________
(must include copy of current student ID)

Brooklyn Reception (Thursday, October 15)		  ______________	
Require bus transportation?    5 yes   5 no					   

Banquet (Friday, October 16)	 $45	 ______________	 $_______________
						    
	 TOTAL	 ______________	 $_______________

Hofstra University is 100-percent program accessible to persons with disabilities.
All events (with the exception of meals) are FREE to Hofstra students, faculty and staff upon presentation of a 
current Hofstra Card.

Free for 
conference 
registrants



Hofstra at a Glance 2009-2010
LOCATION: Hempstead, Long Island, 25 miles east of New 
York City. Telephone: (516) 463-6600

CHARACTER: A private, nonsectarian, coeducational 
university.

FOUNDING DATE: 1935

PRESIDENT: Stuart Rabinowitz, J.D.

COLLEGES AND SCHOOLS: Hofstra College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences; Frank G. Zarb School of Business; School 
of Communication; School of Education, Health and Human 
Services; New College Division of Hofstra College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences; School of Law; School for University Studies; 
Honors College; Hofstra University Continuing Education; 
and Hofstra University School of Medicine in partnership with 
North Shore-LIJ Health System.

FACULTY (including librarians): There are 1,185 faculty 
members, of whom 551 are full-time. Ninety percent of full-time  
faculty hold the highest degree in their fields.

STUDENT BODY: Full-time undergraduate enrollment 
of 7,631. Total University enrollment, including part-time 
undergraduate, graduate and School of Law, is approximately 
12,400. Male-female ratio is 44-to-56.

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE PROGRAMS: Approximately 
150 undergraduate program options.

GRADUATE DEGREE PROGRAMS: Graduate degrees, 
including the Ph.D., Ed.D., Psy.D., Au.D., and J.D., advanced 
certificates and professional diplomas, are offered in 
approximately 160 program options.

THE HOFSTRA CAMPUS: With 113 buildings and 240 
acres, Hofstra is a member of the American Public Gardens 
Association.

LIBRARIES: The Hofstra Libraries contain 1.2 million print 
volumes and provide 24/7 online access to more than 47,000 
full-text journals and 33,000 electronic books.

ACCESSIBILITY: Hofstra is 100 percent program accessible 
to persons with disabilities.

JANUARY AND SUMMER SESSIONS: Hofstra offers a January 
session and three summer sessions between May and August.

Hofstra University continues its commitment to extending equal opportunity 
to all qualified individuals without regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, age, national or ethnic origin, physical or mental disability, marital 
or veteran status in the conduct and operation of its educational programs 
and activities, including admission and employment. 13

TRUSTEES OF HOFSTRA UNIVERSITY
As of August 2009

OFFICERS
Marilyn B. Monter,* Chair
Alan J. Bernon,* Vice Chair
David S. Mack,* Vice Chair
Joseph M. Gregory,* Secretary
Stuart Rabinowitz, President

MEMBERS
George W. Bilicic, Jr.
Tejinder Bindra
Robert F. Dall*
Helene Fortunoff
Martin B. Greenberg*
Leo A. Guthart
Amy Hagedorn
Peter S. Kalikow*
Abby Kenigsberg
Arthur J. Kremer
Karen L. Lutz
Donna M. Mendes, M.D.*
Janis M. Meyer*
John D. Miller*
Martha S. Pope
James E. Quinn*
Lewis S. Ranieri
Edwin C. Reed
Robert D. Rosenthal*
Debra A. Sandler*
Thomas J. Sanzone*
Joseph Sparacio*
Frank G. Zarb*

James M. Shuart,* President Emeritus
Donald E. Axinn,* Trustee Emeritus
Wilbur Breslin, Trustee Emeritus
Emil V. Cianciulli,* Chair Emeritus
John J. Conefry, Jr., Chair Emeritus
Maurice A. Deane,* Chair Emeritus
George G. Dempster,* Chair Emeritus
Joseph L. Dionne,* Trustee Emeritus
Bernard Fixler,* Trustee Emeritus
Florence Kaufman, Trustee Emerita
Walter B. Kissinger, Trustee Emeritus
Ann M. Mallouk,* Chair Emerita
Thomas H. O’Brien, Trustee Emeritus
Donald A. Petrie,* Trustee Emeritus
Arnold A. Saltzman, Trustee Emeritus
Norman R. Tengstrom,* Trustee Emeritus

* Hofstra alumni
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HOFSTRA CULTURAL CENTER
113 Hofstra University
Hempstead, NY 11549-1130

Identity,
Civilization and 
Consciousness

39th Annual International  
Jean Gebser Society Conference

Thursday, Friday and Saturday
October 15, 16 and 17, 2009


