
Bibliographic Citations   
American Psychological Association (APA) Format 

This information sheet is designed to assist you in compiling your Bibliography, 
References page, or Works Cited page. Not all citation formats are included on this sheet.   

For complete information, please consult the Publication Manual of the American 
Psychological Association (5th edition), which is available at the Reference Desk; the call 
number is [Ref Desk] BF76.7 .P83 2001 and citation examples begin on page 232. 

General Principles 
• Arrange entries alphabetically by the last name of the author.  Give surnames and 

initials for up to six authors; if there are seven or more authors, list the first six 
and use et al. (not italicized and with a period after “al”)  

• Capitalize the first letter of the article title and the first letter of the article 
subtitle—do not italicize or place in quotation marks.  Capitalize all proper nouns.   

• Titles of periodicals are written using both uppercase and lowercase letters.  
Example: Psychological Review.   

• Do include the volume number, but do not type Vol. before the number.  Include 
the issue number only if each issue of a journal begins on page 1.  Please note: 
the volume is italicized, but the issue number is not.  Example: 32 (2). 

• If information is retrieved from an aggregated or searchable database, providing 
the name of the database is sufficient; no web address is needed. 

• For edited books, places the editors’ names in the author position, and enclose the 
abbreviated Ed. or Eds. in parentheses after the last editor’s name. 

• Do not include a period after an internet address. 

• PERIODICAL ARTICLES 
Periodicals are published on a regular cycle.  Journals, magazines, newspapers, and 
scholarly newsletters are all periodicals. 



• Scholarly journals are usually published no more than three or four times per 
year and contain long, in-depth articles.  The articles have been reviewed by a 
panel of experts and deemed suitable for publication. 

Journal article, one author 
Format: Author, A. A. (2004).  Title of article.  Title of Journal, volume, xxx-xxx. 
Example: Savickas, R. (2003).  Event-induced volatility and tests for abnormal  

          performance.  Journal of Financial Research, 26, 165-178. 

Journal article, two authors, journal paginated by issue (starts with page 1 each time) 
Format: Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (2004).  Title of article.  Title 

          of Journal, volume (issue), xxx-xxx. 
Example: Bennedsen, M., & Schultz, C. (2005).  Adaptive contracting: The trial-and-

error approach to outsourcing.  Economic Theory, 25 (1), 35-51. 

Journal article, three to six authors 
Format: Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author C. C. (2004).  Title of article.  Title  

          of Journal, volume, xxx-xxx. 
Example: Park, H., Suh, W., & Lee, H. (2004).  A role-driven component-oriented  

          methodology for developing collaborative commerce systems.   
Information & Software Technology, 46, 819-838. 

Journal article, seven or more authors 
Format: Author, A. A., Author, B. B., Author, C. C., Author, D. D., Author, E. E., &  

          Author, F. F., et al. (2004).  Title of article.  Title of Journal, volume,  
          xxx-xxx. 

Example: Gross, W., McNeal, J. U., Mertes, J. E., Adams, K. A.., Barry, T. E.,  
          Becherer, R. C., et al. (1977).  Marketing Abstracts.  Journal of  
          Marketing, 41, 123-140. 

Electronic copy of a journal article, retrieved from database 
Format: Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (2000).  Title of article.  Title  

      of Periodical, volume, xxx-xxx. Retrieved month, day, year, from source. 
Example: Beutler, L. E., Williams, R. E., & Wakefield, P. J. (1995).  Bridging scientist  

      and practitioner perspectives in clinical psychology.  American  
      Psychologist, 50, 984-994. Retrieved July 14, 2004, from PsychINFO  
     database. 

• Magazines are usually published weekly or monthly.   

Magazine article 



Format: Author, A. A. (2004, Month day).  Title of article.  Title of Magazine,  
         volume, xxx-xxx. 

Example: May, R. M. (2000, October 27).  Relation Between Diversity and Stability, in 
         the Real World.  Science, 290, 714-715. 

• Newsletters 

Newsletter article 
Format: Author, A. A. (2004, Month).  Title of article.  Title of Newsletter,  

         volume, xxx-xxx. 
Example: Harvey-Berino, J., Pintauro, S. (2004).  Weight Loss.  Nutrition Research  

         Newsletter, 23, 2-3.  

Newsletter article, no author 
Format: Title of article. (2004, Month).  Title of Newsletter, volume, xxx-xxx. 
Example: Experts Meeting on the Adaptation of the UNESCO Resource Kit on STE for 

the Arab states. (2003, July).  Connect: UNESCO International Science, 
Technology & Environmental Education Newsletter, 28, p12. 

• Newspapers come out on a regular basis, usually every day or every week.  If the 
article’s page numbers are not continuous, format as follows: p. A1, A4. 

Newspaper article 
Format: Author, A. A.  (2004, Month day).  Title of article [Descriptive information,  

        if needed].  Title of newspaper, p. xxx-xxx. 
Example: Lesar, D. J. (2004, February 6).   Halliburton's Record [Letter to the  

        editor].  The New York Times, p. A26. 

Newspaper article,  no author 
Format: Article title.  (2004, Month day).  Title of newspaper, p. xxx-xxx. 
Example: Mortgage rates are lower. (2004, June 6). The New York Times, p. C6. 

• Review Articles can appear in several formats.  Create the citation using the 
appropriate publication information from other portions of this sheet. 



Review article 
Format: Review author.  (2004, Month day as needed).  Review title [Review of the  

        medium Title of the item reviewed: subtitle].  Title of the Periodical,  
        publication information following appropriate format above. 

Example: Petrakis, J. (2004, February 24).  Regrets.  [Review of the motion picture The 
        fog of war].  The Christian Science Monitor, 121, 66-67. 

• NONPERIODICALS 
Nonperiodicals include items published separately: books, reports, brochures, certain 
monographs (books), manuals, and audiovisual media. 

Item with one author 
Format: Author, A. A. (1994).  Title of work.  Location: Publisher. 
Example: Robinson, D. N. (Ed.).  (1992). Social discourse and moral judgment.   

          Sand Diego, CA: Academic Press. 

Item  with multiple authors 
Format: Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (2004).  Title of book.    

           Location: Publisher. 
Example: Holmberg, D., Orbuch, T., & Veroff, J. (2004).  Thrice-told tales: Married  

           couples tell their stories.  Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum. 

Part of a nonperiodical (e.g. chapters) 
Format: Author, A. A. (2004).  Title of chapter.  In A. Editor, B. Editor, & C. Editor  

          (Eds.), Title of book (pp. xxx-xxx).  Location: Publisher. 
Example: O’Neil, J. M., & Egan, J. (1992).  Men’s and women’s gender role journeys:  

          Metaphor for healing, transition, and transformation.  In B. R. Wainrib  
          (Ed.), Gender issues across the life cycle (pp. 107-123).  New York:  
          Springer. 
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