Hofstra History Timeline

Photographs and historical information from the
Hofstra University Archives.

1854 1861

Sake Hofstra, came to the US from the William Hofstra, his son, was born in 1861.
Province of Friesland in the Netherlands in William married and had two daughters and

1854. He moved to Holland, Michigan where then he and his wife Laura divorced.
he met and married his wife, Wilhelmina.




1905

Kate loved animals including cats, dogs,
parrots, and horses, all of which she had on the
Hofstra estate. She was the first Vice President
of the NYC Bide a wee Association for nearly
30 years.

c. 1919

Mr. and Mrs. Hofstra were wealthy for their
time. Besides lumber, Mr. Hofstra was the NYC
Director of Price Brothers, who manufactured

pulp paper.

The Hofstra house was named “The
Netherlands” and was built in 1903-1904.




1935

Truesdel Peck Calkins, a Hempstead resident
and the superintendent for Hempstead
schools, convinced Howard Brower, an
executor of the Hofstra estate, that a college
would be a good use of the Hofstra property.
Brower agreed and an arrangement with NYU
was formed.

When Hofstra broke free from NYU two years

later, Calkins was named President. He served

from 1937-1942 when he died at his desk.

1936

Classes started in September of 1935 with 159
day students and 621 evening students. Tuition
for the year was $375. Everything took place
in Hofstra Hall. By 1936, new buildings were
needed!

TRy T

Dedication of Barnard Hall in 1936.
Howard Brower is shown with shovel
and T.P. Calkins on his right.
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1939 1939

The first faculty including Dean Arthur Whitman The first quadrangle on the south campus

in the center, and Eleanor Blodgett (2nd from included Brower, Mason, Barnard, and Calkins
left in the first row.) Blodgett was considered Hall (built as the Gym).

the first faculty member hired.

By June of 1939 the student population had

The entire faculty posed for a photo on the reached 800 and the faculty numbered 100.
back porch of Hofstra Hall.
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1940

In 1940, March on Hofstra was designated the
“official fight song” of the college. Words and
music were written by H. William Kufe and
arranged by Frank Sorg, member of the class
of 1942.

MARCH ON,
AOFSTRA

OFFICIAL FIGHT SONG

F it "'x,\*l".t
"THE FLYING DUTCHMEN”

HOFSTRA COLLEGH . HEMPSTEAD, N Y

1940's

Hofstra Hall was still the center of campus life
in the 40’s. The back porch was used for
student pranks, skits, and hazing stunts.




1941

Early graduates had the choice of receiving
Hofstra or NYU degrees. The class of 1941

was the first true “Hofstra” graduating class.

These students are at the 1941
commencement.

1942

Howard Brower was both an executive trustee
of Kate Hofstra’s will, as well as one of the
founders of the college. He went on to become
Acting President between 1942-44.




c. 1946

Parking lot in the late 1940’s.

1950

The first Shakespeare Festival performance
was Julius Caesar. Adams created this model
of the Globe Theater as part of his PhD

thesis— it includes little pencil erasers cut in half
as the bricks of the proscenium. The model is
still located on campus — on the lower level of
the John Cranford Adams Playhouse.




1950's

The first library was located in Hofstra Hall and
all of the books were leftovers from NYU. The
library then moved to Mason Hall.

1952

A student fund drive in 1952 called “Operation
Wing Ding” was aimed at raising enough
money to add a wing onto Memorial Hall. The
building was constructed in 1949 and named
for those lost in WWII. This was the only
student fund raising effort for a building in
Hofstra’s history.




1960

The Arts Festival began in 1959 and attracted
many well known participants. Marcel
Duchamp, who is pictured below, gave a
lecture on whether or not the artist should go to
college. In 1962 Governor Nelson Rockefeller
loaned 19 paintings from his private collection.
These included several Picasso’s which were
exhibited during the festival.

1960

Francis Ford Coppola, Class of 1960, back row
with glasses. Coppola started the Spectrum
Players at Hofstra and directed a variety of

plays.




1963

Hofstra officially became a University in March
of 1963.

HEMPSTEAD

THE TRUSTEES AND FACULTY OF HOFSTRA
I.l.-ii’ great “It LSUITC

an amendment to the institution

changing the name from Holstra Col

HOFSTRA UNIVERSITY

through action of the New York Stat

1964

Clifford L. Lord served as President from 1964
until he asked to be made “Chancellor” in
1972. He served in that capacity for one year.
He was the only Chancellor in the University’s

history.




1968 1969

Joe Morton, the actor, was a student at Hofstra The “Is Paul McCartney Dead?” society was

in the late ‘60’s. He is shown here in As You founded at Hofstra by freshman Lou Yeager.

Like It. This movement went national and the question
was debated all across the US.

~ Society Seeks the Answer:
Is Paul McCartney Dead?”

1 Changes .




1972

Two study areas were added to the curriculum
during Marshall’'s presidency, Africana studies
and communications. In addition, Asian studies
became a major.

1973

Hofstra students were entertained by diverse
and exciting performers of the day.

Africana studies

1By Frank Smith

Two years ago, Black stu-
b, ficulty, and staff un-
gtook a bold and innova-
effort to establish and
ticana Studies Institute
Department to replacc
Hlck Studics Center.

fhe Black Studies Center had

B redis two-fold obiective:

fhe center served as a base for

Segnnings of a concrete and

am in the studies of
AL v in Afica and the

be

s, (b) the center served as
josophical base for the ana-
uad understanding of the
social movement at Hofstra
elsewhere. However, the
i Studies Center as then con-
i could not keep pace with
dhanging tides in the world,
ica and Hofstra. This was
pula-

‘would say this is a senscless
jon: (1) The Center was

ment under the direction of Bro-
ther Canute Parris is expanding
every day. Brothers Callistus
Ndlovu, Keith Baird and Richard
Dill are committed to the growth

and academic excellence of the
Department. These Brothers have
done more than their share of the
work. Now it is time for Black
scudents to give of themselves. We
must become committed to the
Department and INstitute. The
question how can s, Black s

ents at Hofstra University, mani-
fest committment to our Depart-
ment and Institute?

We can show our committ-
ment by registering in Africana
Studies courses. The University
community will look for every
axcuse to cancel courses and
thereby destroy the Department.
A case in point is the American

Studies 111 and 112 courses,
which deals with the Black Exper-
ience. Brother Keith Baird has
been told that the University will
terminate his employment after
this year because of low registra-
tion. We cannot allow this to hap-

we allow the Univer-

isters and Brothers we must
be introspective. We must ask
ounselves some very hard ques-
tions about what we are doing
and how we are using -
tunity chat is available to us i
this school. Are we still “shucking
and jiving” or are we getting on
the case academically?

This writer for one will be trying
to get on the case; moreover, I

strive to act in accordance
with that which means the great-
e gin for Black people. sy
very sincerely that if any Brother
or Sister notices me acting in 3
yway that is anithetical to my stat-
ed committment it is their duty
talet me know.

American education is in need
of a renaissance, We can be it.
Black people need leaders, teach-
ers and other Blacks in every aca-
demic and professional field. We
can be those people. Sisters and
Brothers in Southern Africa, the
Caribbean, Latin America, and
the United States need help. We
can be that help if we have some-
thing to offer. As a great man said
5 s nccasiom of bl tecent trip

As

STEVIE WONDER...will per.
form Saturday, April 28 at 8 and
11 P.M. Tickets are on sale at th

the Playhouse on April 25 at
8PM. Tickets for the Hofstra
Concerts production are $5.50 at
the Service Desk or at the door.

CAMPUS MADNESS...Cheech
& Chong hit the Playhouse
Sunday night for two shows at
7:30 and 10:30 PM. Tickets are
$4 with an LD. at the Service
Desk

Accredit Law School,
Library QuadlityCited

By Patti Raber

The Hofstra University
Law School, which opened
in ber 1970, has been

The AALS, the national ac-
creditation organization approv-
4 the Law School Ahice iapice:
ing the size of the law library, its

accredited by the Associa-
tion of American Law
Schools after one of the
shortest._probation periods
7

g which must hold
65% of the student body, the
ality of both the faculty and
the students, the curriculum, and
the physical plant.
Law Library

expand the law building again to
meet the demands of increased
enrollment.

The law school’s first class will
be gradusted thisJune,and “the
students have already been get-
ting top offers from companies,”
Mahon said. He added that sc-
creditation makes the school a
more desirable place for incoming




1973

When Payton became president the work
necessary for inclusion in Phi Beta Kappa was
begun and Hofstra was admitted to that
prestigious group. The announcement that
Hofstra now had a Phi Beta Kappa chapter
came by telegram.

jLaans
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iTelegram

1976

James M. Shuart became President in June of
1976 and his presidency began with the need
to balance the books and to increase
enrollment. In addition, the endowment in 1976
was in the red.




1987 1987

John Stergis was the first African-American The Axinn Library was named for Joan a
Student Government Association President. Donald Axinn in December of 1987.

To: ‘The Hofstra Community
From: John E. Stergis, President
Student Government Association

Greetings! | hope this special edition of the Hofstra
Newsletter gives you a good glimpse of some of the many
super achievers here at Hofstra, They truly personify Hofstra
Pride.

Whether it is on the graduate or undergraduate level,
Hofstra is blessed with a great pool of outstanding minds.
These 12,000 men and women, my schoolmates, provide the
foundation that makes Hofstra the remarkable university
that it is. Surely, this year's freshman class will continue the
tradition of excellence here at Hofstra. Good luck to all of
them and to you




1990

The first US President to visit campus was
Dwight D. Eisenhower who accepted an
Honorary Degree in 1950 when he was
President of Columbia University. Since that
time, many different US Presidents have been
at Hofstra. Jimmy Carter visited in 1990.

1991

Princess Margriet of the Netherlands visited in
1991.




1993 1997

Since 1988 students have competed in the Mikhail Gorbachev spoke at the George Bush
annual Rube Goldberg Machine Contests. Presidential Conference.

They are challenged to build the wackiest

machine that completes a common task.

Hofstra won first place with a machine that was

able to screw a light bulb into a socket.




1998

Robert O. Muller graduated in 1968 and was
wounded in Vietnam in 1969. He then
dedicated his life to the worldwide ban of
landmines and received the Nobel Peace Prize
in 1997.

2000

Craig “Speedy” Claxton graduated from Hofstra
in 2000. He was all time leader in assists (660)
and steals (28.) After graduation he had a
decade long career in the NBA.




2002 2003

The stadium was named for James M. Shuart A memorial sculpture entitled Phoenix for
who retired in 2001 after 25 years as president. September 11th victims created by John Safer
was installed on the southeast campus.

HOFSTRA

UNIVERSITY




PAV (O] 2007

Three spans cross Hempstead Turnpike to Women'’s softball team became the first NCAA
connect the north and south campus. team to be conference champions 10 years in
a row.




2010

Hofstra celebrated its 75th Anniversary! A three
foot cake from “Ace of Cakes” resembling the
Axinn Library (complete with Unispan and the
University’s mascots) was served to guests.

2010

Hofstra University School of Medicine in
partnership with North Shore-LI1J Health
System announced plans to accept
applications for its inaugural class.
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2012

Superstorm Sandy hit Long Island on October
29th and did considerable damage.

In the aftermath the Hofstra community came
together in efforts designed not only to help the
campus community, but also to assist
neighboring towns and cities. The weekend
after the storm more than 200 students
volunteered to help with cleanup and to
distribute food and water.

2013

Each year in March the St. Baldrick’s
Foundation joined the Hofstra community to
shave the heads of students, faculty and staff
to raise money and awareness for the research
of pediatric cancer.




PAONE 2015

Kira Kazanstev, a Hofstra 2013 graduate, was A blizzard at the end of January dropped about
crowned Miss America in September. She had 16 inches of snow on Long Island and closed
previously been Miss New York. down highways, businesses and classes.
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2017

The first Globe stage was built in 1951 by
Donald Swinney. Professor David Henderson
then researched and created the most
authentic replica in America and premiered
Hamlet .

2018

Professor Mike D’Innocenzo retired as the
longest serving faculty member in Hofstra’s
history (59 years.) A seminar room is named in
his honor.




2019 2019

Janet A. Lenaghan was appointed Dean of the
Frank G. Zarb School of Business. She was
the first woman to hold that position.

In February the largest of the year’s
supermoons (known as a perigee moon) could

be seen.

* Safely maintain a 6-foot
distance from others

* Avoid crowded areas
and contact sports

= Stay off all playgrounds




Hofstra’s history is varied and one of change
and growth. This exhibit was created to show
some of the significant events and
developments over the years.
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