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Captain Ernest Engerer was 
born on August 9, 1893, in 
Konigsberg (Bavaria), Germany. 
His father Oscar, who also had 
experience with animals, 
directed Ernest at a very early 
age to practice the art of training 
animals. Ernest even received 
baby lion cubs as pets at the wee 
age of four years old!

At the age of sixteen, he 
graduated from the Hagenbeck 
Circus School in Hamburg, after 
which he landed the job of 
having to round up wild animals 
for the Hagenbeck Zoo. 

Ernest’s Home Town Hagenbeck Circus School



MILITARY SERVICE 

A period of military service interrupted his 
training in lion taming. Finding home service 
too easy going, he volunteered, in 1910, for the 
German Southwest African campaign. Ernest 
made his military mark in brush campaigning 
and hand-to-hand fighting. By the time the 
rebellion was put down, he was a full-fledged 
captain of Hussars, a title he would continue to 
use throughout his entire career in the states! 

Despite his small stature of approximately 
five feet and his weight of only 130 pounds, 
Captain Engerer possessed an enormous 
amount of bravery and courage. After finishing 
his service in 1914, he and his brother William 
moved to Long Island, New York, and he 
continued his previous work with animals. 



After immigrating to New York from Germany at
the age of 26, Engerer settled in Bellerose, Long 
Island. During the later half of the 1910’s, he and 
his brother William worked with animals once 
again. Although his brother would eventually look 
for another job, Engerer continued to work with 
wildlife and took a special interest in large felines 
such as tigers, lions, and pumas. 

Early in his career, while training five tigers, he 
seemed to have them wrapped around his finger 
with just a crack of his whip. However, one of the 
tigers that was supposed to be locked in its cage 
escaped. While Engerer’s back was turned, the 
tiger suddenly rushed toward him and smacked 
him in the back so hard that he fainted. 
Unfortunately, no one was able to assist him 
quickly enough and although Engerer escaped 
with his life, he lost his left arm. 

Although this would certainly not be the end of 
the animal attacks Engerer endured, he still 
pursued his career and became the first one-
armed animal trainer in the world!

 



POLICE DOG ACADEMY
Since the day Engerer lost his arm 

to the tiger in 1918, he worked with 
domestic animals, especially police 
dogs. 

For the next twelve years, Engerer
put much of his focus into his Police 
Dog Academy, located on Merrick 
Road in  Springfield Gardens, Long 
Island. 

Engerer took a special liking to 
German Shepherds, stating they are, 
by personality, one of the best dogs 
a human can train. 

Some of the qualifications to 
obtain a diploma from his training 
academy included: attacking 
prisoners, obedience, protecting the 
guardian without command, 
carrying objects, and trailing. 

 



Winner of Animal Training 

Championship and Trophies!
Invitation to German Sheppard Tournament! Flyer promoting the academy.



ENGERER’S
HOMAGE 

AND 
BACKGROUND 
OF WORKING 

WITH  
POLICE DOGS 



PROMOTIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY
FOR POLICE ACADEMY 



A TRIBUTE SHOW IN 
HONOR OF 

GERMAN SHEPHERDS



Requirements to

Graduate Police 

Academy

 

In Captain Engerer’s

training academy, located in 

Springfield Gardens, New 

York,  German Shepherds 

were well-trained in a 

variety of skills before 

being able to graduate with 

a diploma. 

Many of the German 

Shepherds that were trained 

in Captain Engerer’s

academy continued on to 

work as police dogs.



Two German Shepherds that 
Engerer admired dearly were 

often on the forefront of his 
training academy ads, first in 

shows, and even participants of 
police raids. Engerer loved to 

brag about the loyalty these two 
dogs had for their master, and 
even mentioned that they were 
quite photogenic. The two dogs, 

Tutel and Queenie, both have 
unique stories and emphasize 
the importance of the use dogs 

in society. 



Engerer took much pride in his 

elegant, athletic, and intelligent 

German Shepherd named Queenie. 

Queenie demonstrated many tricks 

that she had been trained in at a 

tournament in Laurelton, Long Island. 

In the picture, she is seen jumping ont

a fire rescue net from a high altitude 

and even soaring through a ring of fir

with with the utmost of ease! 
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QUEENIE ON THE 
SEARCH FOR A KILLER!

At approximately 3:00 a.m. one morning, 
Captain Engerer received a call from the 
Nassau County Police for Queenie’s 
assistance in tracking down the killer of a 
fellow officer. Captain Engerer quickly 
rushed to the scene with Queenie, where she 
was able to pick up a scent. Unfortunately she 
lost it due to the fact that hundreds of people 
had walked over the grounds, which caused 
her to become overwhelmed as to whose 
scent was the killer’s. Later, Queenie did pick 
up a scent, but was only able to find an 
intoxicated man who fell on glass and cut 
himself. 

Despite Queenie’s failure to find the killer, 
Engerer commented that German Shepherds 
should work more closely with the police, just 
like they do in Germany.  



Although Engerer loved all of 
his dogs, he had a special place in 
his heart for his most favorited 
canine named Tutel. In 1924, Tutel
won first prize: a gold medal in 
the high jumping contest staged 
for police dogs in White Plains. 
Tutel flew through the air at an 
astonishing height of 11 ¾ feet, 
beating all of the other 17 dogs in 
the show. 

Tutel, similar to Queenie, had 
also assisted in criminal cases. His 
work was much appreciated when 
he was able to track down a thief 
at Mrs. Henry C Frick’s estate with 
just the scent of a box of matches. 
Tutel also did effective work in a 
jewel robbery case in Miami a few 
days prior to Mrs. Frick’s case. 

Captain Engerer and Tutel

Tutel testing jumping powers for 

Polo Grounds contest.



To the left, an 

advertisement poster 

displays Tutel in a dog 

food commercial for         

Spratt’s Oval. 

To the right, a page 

from the booklet given 

to prospectors for a 

show at the Palisade 

Kennel provides 

background 

information on Tutel, 

who is performing in 

the event. 

          



ALL ABOARD THE H.F. ALEXANDER
(PETS ARE WELCOMED TOO) 

 

On December 17, 1925, a large ship 
named the H.F Alexander set sail from 
New York to Miami. One very special 
passenger aboard this ship was Tutel.

Tutel was the first police dog to 
perform on an American stage during 
1923. On this ship, Tutel was expected to 
perform some of his remarkable feats 
for the passengers.



ENGERER
AND TUTEL

To the left, is a famous 

photograph of Engerer and 

Tutel that is actually the front 

cover of the program for 

Captain Engerer’s Police Dog 

Tournament for Sunday, 

September 11th, 1927. 

To the right is a newspaper 

article on Engerer’s view of the 

police dog’s psychology, as 

well as a paragraph 

expressing his affection 

towards Tutel, his most 

beloved police dog. 



THE INTERNATIONAL WILD 
ANIMAL TRAINING CONTEST
Although it had been over 10 years since Engerer

lost his arm to a tiger, the animal trainer was 
ready to work with wild cats once more and 
decided to enter the International Wild Animal 
Training Contest in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1930.

At the contest, there were over twenty-one 
trainers from Canada, Belgium, Italy, Germany, 
America, England, Switzerland, and India. 
Engerer believed his biggest competition came 
from the trainers from Germany, for this was the 
country that bred some of the best animal trainers 
in the world and that had access to the best 
training programs.

When Engerer arrived in Cleveland, he trained 
with the twenty-one other animal trainers, 
aspiring to win and acquire the title of first place!



RULES, GUIDELINES, 
& COMPETITION!

Considering the contest was full of experts in the field 
of animal training, the Committee wanted to make the 
competition as tough as possible. 

The guidelines the Committee decided upon consisted 
of using all green, untamed animals with the 
understanding that the trainer would bring them under 
control and would either group them or perform one trick 
with each of them, in order to consider the work 
completed. 

This was especially challenging to the animal trainers, 
who, under normal circumstances had time to treat the 
animals with respect and patience. However, under 
pressure, trainers had to be ruthless and strict in order to 
show the animals that they were the masters!

In addition to the lack of time that the trainers had with 
the animals, the way the animals were bred made a 
difference in how difficult it was to work with them. In 
Engerer’s words, “Nine out of ten times, I found the 
captive bred more cunning and charging than the others 
[jungle bred].”



Engerer won first 
prize in Cleveland, 
Ohio, at the 
International Animal 
Training Contest for 
the World’s 
Championship in 
1930!

Not only was he 
deemed the World’s 
Greatest and Most 
Intrepid Cat  Trainer, 
but a whole article 
dedicated to his 
victory was published
in The Community 
Journal. 

 





CAPTAIN ENGERER’S
COMEBACK IN THE CIRCUS

After Captain Engerer’s victory in 
Cleveland, he rekindled his passion for 
the circus and dabbled in the industry 
once more, despite his injury, which, 
unfortunately, would not be his last. 

In the1930s, Engerer established his 
own circus within his animal training 
academy called, “Captain Engerer’s
Society Circus,” located on 233rd Street 
and Merrick Road, Long Island, New 
York. 



Engerer expanded on his 

work with lions and 

canines and created a 

variety of acts for his 

audience, moving toward 

a more traditional vision 

of the circus.

He incorporated 

different types of 

dangerous stunts, 

adorable and funny 

animals dressed in 

costumes, and even the 

only performing lamb in 

the world. His circus was 

a hit and attracted 

people from all over! 







On July 31st, 1935, four 
years before the start of 
World War II, Engerer
decided to provide a free 
animal show to Jewish 
orphans. 

Considering Engerer was 
a Bavarian from Germany, 
he did not want any part of 
the anti- Semitic attitudes 
his home country was 
promoting. In fact, Engerer
purposely held this event 
in order to impress upon 
his audiences he had 
nothing against the Jewish 
culture!



THE CREATION OF THE 
WORKS PROGRESS 

ADMINISTRATION CIRCUS 
During the Great Depression, the economy of

the United States was suffering immensely. In 
1933, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed an 
executive order that created the Works 
Progress Administration (WPA), along with 
other federal assistance programs to help put 
unemployed Americans to work in return for 
temporary financial assistance. 

Roosevelt’s WPA employed all different types 
of jobs, including careers in the creative arts 
profession. One of the projects that was funded 
in 1935, was the WPA circus, located in New 
York City, whose purpose was to bring jobs 
back to “big top performers” (who actually 
suffered more than any other members of show 
business), as well as to provide an entertaining 
show to the youth of America!

 



FLYERS AND
REVIEWS

 

Most people seemed to have had a 

positive reaction to the W.P.A 

circus, according to the critics 

article located to the right. Some of 

the fans even mentioned they 

traveled far and wide to see the 

show, and that they were happy to 

see their tax money going to 

something worthwhile for the 

community.

To advertise the circus, certain 

flyers like the one to the left 

promoted the circus and its 

boastful acts. The circus’s slogan 

was, “Bigger and Better than Ever!”



In addition to Engerer running his 

own circus, he participated in the 

W.P.A Federal Theatre Project’s 

Three Ring Circus with a number 

of other talented performers.

Captain Engerer performed with 

many other great names of the 

circus and stage business, such as 

Thornton, a famous magician and 

clown, and W.E. Ritchie, a 

renowned bicyclist. 



ENGERER IN THE RECORD 
NEWSPAPER & “JAPINO” THE
BLACK ELEPHANT  

To the left is a photograph of Engerer and a 

“sacred black elephant” named Japino, 

displayed to feature special characters within 

the W.P.A circus in Sunnyside, New York. 

Fortunately for Japino, he was rehired by the 

W.P.A after a group of children  petitioned to 

President Roosevelt to forgive him for trying to 

runaway. Engerer was clawed by a lion several 

times, but had entirely recovered after 

spending some time in Queens General 

Hospital.

To the right is an article about the W.P.A and 

its newest addition to the show, Captain 

Engerer! Engerer exhibited two of his most 

prominent lions, “Leo” and “Peter,” whom he 

captured in Africa. 



ENGERER’S LATER LIFE 
IN THE CIRCUS BUSINESS

After many successful years of practically 
dominating the circus industry, Engerer still 
continued to work in the business during his 
later years. 

Although Engerer continued to manage his 
circus and police academy, he branched out 
and set up private shows outside of his 
business, especially in shopping centers.

Engerer also contributed to other circus acts 
and animal causes, and even worked with 
other animals besides lions and police dogs.

Engerer contributed much of his time to 
animal training and wild life during his mid-
50s, and even until his death. Dedication at its 
finest!

The  Courier Newspaper:  July 12, 1952



ENGERER TAKES CIRCUS ACTS 
TO SHOPPING CENTERS

One of Engerer’s major contributions 
during his later years was setting up 
performances for the public at multiple 
shopping centers and variety shows, which 
held discounted or free tickets to aid in or 
promote awareness to certain causes.



Fort Myers 

Shopping Center 

To the left, Captain 

Engerer, who at the 

time was sixty-four, 

appeared at the Fort 

Myers Shopping 

Center on Palm 

Beach Blvd., Fort 

Meyers, Florida, to 

perform in a free 

show for the public. 

Bayshore Gardens

Shopping Center

To the right, 

Captain Engerer

struggles but 

eventually succeeds  

in getting a lion to 

come down from his 

perch in another 

free show located in 

Bayshore Gardens, 

New Jersey. 





BENEFIT CARNIVAL 
FOR LOCAL MARKHAM

POLICEMAN
Captain Engerer performed in the Markham 

Patrol Benefit Circus at the Canterbury 

Shopping Center located in Markham, Illinois. 

All of the proceeds collected from the carnival 

and circus went to a benefit fund for local 

policemen.

Engerer’s fans had high expectations for his 

circus act considering he had already 

performed at the shopping center seven 

months prior and brought in huge crowds and 

rave notices.

Engerer would not disappoint, for he had a 

lineup of acts, including his famous tricks with 

dogs and lions, for the public to be fully 

entertained once again.



EXTRA! EXTRA! GET YOUR NEWS 
BITS REGARDING ENGERER’S WACKY

ENCOUNTERS WITH ANIMALS!  
 

In addition to Engerer participating in circus 
acts at variety shows and shopping centers in 
later life, he also accumulated many peculiar 
and interesting stories throughout his career.  

These stories caught the attention of many 
people and ended up in numerous newspaper 
articles that described the shenanigans in whi
Captain Engerer would often become 
entangled.

To the right is a newspaper article from 1952 
depicting a photograph of Captain Engerer
helping to unload a 10-foot, 75 year-old 
alligator. This was quite a sight to see 
considering Engerer’s usual work with felines 
and dogs.

ch  



 Although Engerer usually worked with lions and 
dogs separately, he was able to create an act that 
used both animals together—proof that cats and 

dogs could be friends. 



CAPTAIN ENGERER NURSES 
A RARE ALBINO LION CLUB 

Captain Engerer, 
while employed by 
Benson Brothers Circus, 
had the chance to nurse 
an extremely rare all-
white albino lion club, 
which was probably the 
first one born in the 
southeast of America.



REX THE LION GETS LOOSE
ON JERICHO TURNPIKE!

 

While Captain Engerer was in the midst 
of his circus performance on Jericho 
Turnpike, New Hyde Park, NY, one of his 
employees informed him that his 3-year-old 
lion, Rex, had escaped his cage and was 
sitting on the tailgate of a truck outside. 

After numerous failed attempts to try to 
lure Rex back into his cage, Captain Engerer
came to the conclusion that he had to 
improvise, so he threw a net over the back of 
the truck to keep the lion situated, and he 
drove for half a mile to New Hyde Park’s fire 
house to temporarily keep the lion out of 
trouble while he thought of a solution.     

Captain Engerer decided to go to a local 
meat market and buy a 4-pound sirloin 
steak, with which he was able to entice the 
lion to go back into his cage! 



ENGERER BRINGS A
SCARE TO LOCAL 

RESIDENTS 
IN LAKEWOOD

 Captain Engerer arrived a week earl
to set up for a circus performance in 
Lakewood, Colorado, during his circu
tour.

 Considering none of the local hotels 
or motels had facilities for Engerer’s
lions, he was forced to place them in 
steel cages in a vacant lot, hoping not
to disturb any of the residents.

 Little did he know that none of the 
residents had been aware of his arriv
and that they became very concerne
when they heard an “awful roar” or th
sight of the lions in the lot. 

 At night, the police were called, who 
located Engerer in his motel room an
ordered him to move his lions. 

 The charge? “Their bellows 
constituted violation of the city’s anti-
noise ordinance.”
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Despite Engerer’s expertise when 
working with animals, throughout his 
career and especially towards its 
completion, there were numerous 
incidents where his lions were 
uncontrollable and attacked or even 
killed  people!

Engerer, himself, had suffered from 
severe lion maulings in which many 
parts of his body were injured. 

Even though Engerer encountered  
multiple lion attacks (most notably 
the loss of his arm in 1939) he still 
continued working in the circus and 
was not deterred from training the 
ferocious felines.

While employed by the WPA circus, 

Engerer was clawed by two lions Leo and 

Peter during his performance. Luckily, 

Engerer’s son, Ernest Jr., was able to 

save his father and beat the two lions off 

with a club!



In 1945, Engerer put on a show at 
the Victory Circus, for the benefit of 
the Fourth Regiment State Guard, at 
the Jamaica Armory located on 168th

Street and 93rd Avenue, Jamaica, 
Queens.

During one of Engerer’s acts, his 
lion Sheba spontaneously lunged at 
him, sweeping her claws across his 
forehead and arm. 

Although Sheba inflicted scratches 
and puncture wounds to Engerer’s
body, the Captain referred to his 
wounds as “slight” and still insisted 
on participating in the three 
scheduled performances at the 
armory. 



CIRCUS LIONS SLAIN 
AFTER MAULING 

TWO MEN 
In 1962, Engerer was driving through St. 

Charles, Illinois to perform at a shopping 
center in the Great American Shows act. 
However, the driver, Addie Estelle 
Connell, lost control and collided with a 
truck, overturning both their vehicles as 
well as the cages which contained two 
young lions. 

A passerby named Thomas Benson, who 
tried to help corral the lions, and Captain 
Engerer were bitten and clawed while 
attempting to lure the lions back into their 
cages. 

Unfortunately for the two lions, Deputy 
Sheriff Henry Swanson decided to shoot 
both of them in order to prevent any 
further injuries. 



Although Engerer had a very demanding and stressful life while 
working with animals, he still managed to have time to have a family. 

Engerer had two children, Ernest O.  and Louise Engerer.

Louise Engerer, born on October 22, 1921, was Engerer’s second 
child. She occasionally participated in dog and pony acts, but not to 
the extent of her brother, Ernest. 

Ernest O. Engerer, born on September 26,1920, was Captain 
Engerer’s first born. During Ernest’s childhood, he participated in 
many of his father’s acts and learned to train dogs. In time, he 
worked his way up to eventually taming large cats just like his 
father. By 1941, while overseas in Italy during WWII, Ernest trained 
dogs for the U.S. Army. After he returned home from his service, he 
decided to pursue a career as a letter carrier and remained one 
until the early 1990s. 



Photographs 

of Ernest O. Engerer

(Captain Engerer’s Son) 



ENGERER’S FINAL ACT
*Just a year before Engerer had 

planned to retire from the circus 
business, he decided to perform 
at a small amusement park 
called The Enchanted Village, 
just north of Winston-Salem 
North Carolina. 

*On the second day of his 
scheduled weekend 
performance, Captain Engerer
entered the ring with confidence 
as he held a long pole, ready to 
poke and prod a 500 pound lion 
named Monte, whom he owned 
for over 12 years. 

*Unfortunately for Engerer, 
Monte had decided to rebel from 
Engerer’s commands….



On July 11, 1964, Captain Engerer spent his last 

day of life performing the profession he loved.

Captain Engerer confidently stepped into the 

ring at 6:45 P.M, and ordered the command to the 

beast Monte, “Seat!” which was supposed to be a 

cue to leap onto a perch.

However, feeling rebellious, Monte disobeyed 

Engerer’s command and instead leaped onto him 

and shook him violently, seizing his jugular vein. 

Monte mangled the old trainer for 45 minutes 

before the police arrived with enough firepower to 

kill the lion. 

It took over three volleys from a shotgun and a 

submachinegun to slay the raging beast. 



Articles Describing

Engerer’s

Tragic Death 

 



DEATH
• At 70 years of age, Captain Engerer had 

finally been conquered by the beasts he 

had been taming all of his life. 

• His immediate cause of death was 

documented as a broken neck and his 

antecedent cause was a blow from a lion. 

• Engerer’s funeral procession was held at 

The Wall Funeral Home in Winston-

Salem, North Carolina.  

• On July 16, 1964, Engerer was buried at 

the Woodland Cemetery in Winston-

Salem, North Carolina. 



All of the information 
that has contributed to 
this online exhibit can 

be found in the 
Engerer Family Papers 
(Box 1) located in the 
Special Collections 

Department at Hofstra 
University. 






