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This student research project was generously funded by the
Robert D.L. Gardiner Foundation and uses Long Island Studies Institute
collections as the basis for the project.




My name is Dennis |. Belen-Morales, and I was

given the opportunity by the Hofstra University's
Long Island Studies and Special Collections o
conduct a rescarch project on Elizabeth Bass
Goldimg, Judge Golding, who hved to be 101 vears
old, was one of the first women to Graduate New
York University School of Law.

After graduating Law School, she started her own
private practice. Prior o World War 11, she was an
active member ol the Nassau County Women's
Bar Association, National Council of Jewish
Women, and served as a committeewoman on the
Naunonal Committee on Social Legislation. Like
many other American women of the tume, she
realized that she could have a profound impact on
society as women were called to fill men’s roles
during the war, while technological advances called

for less of a demand for women's labor at home.
In 1944, Golding became the founder of the
Woman's Forum of Nassau County (WEFNC),
which was a women's organization that worked to
educate women on important social issues, and to
give those women who felt silenced a voice 1o
chiscuss problems they faced from the 1940s on. She
acted as the Forum's president unal 1952, after
which she became quite acuve i the pohucal
arcna, becoming a committeewoman for the
Massapequa Republican Club. Afier Golding,
Bernice . Weshler was ofhcially inducted in the
WFNC in 1957.
Golding’s advocacy for improving society would be
rewarded mn 1961, when she was appointed to the
State Commussion of Corrections. She served as a
State Commissioner, overseeing Detention Houses
for women until 1963, That year, Nelson
Rockefeller appointed her 1o the newly formed
Family Court of Nassau County, where she would
then serve out the remainder of her carcer. In the
19705, Judge Golding continued o work with the
public sector and organized a series of foster group
homes for disadvantaged vouths. Although she
retired in 1980, she and her hushand, Samuel
Golding, generously supported and helped bring
the “Samuel and Elizabeth Bass Golding
Elementary School™ and the “Samuel and
Elizabeth Bass Golding Early Childhood Center”
to the West Hempstead community.




Elizabeth Bass Golding (1900 - 2001) was what
most women wanted to be at the time, she was
successful, educated, and accomplished. During
the 1950s you often lived under the light of your
husband, she was separate from her husbands
story. Elizabeth was an individual who cared about
shaping the world for herself and women that
came after her. Elizabeth Bass Golding, saw herself
as someone who represented the Law, not just
women. In addition to practicing law, Elizabeth had
a plan to empower all women. The Judge Elizabeth
Bass Golding Collection is chronologically
organized in three series. Personal Papers, Woman's
Forum in Nassau County, and Hope for Youth.In
this collection you can find images, news clippings,
transcripts, recordings, scrapbooks and many more
interesting pieces.

Family Court of Kyoto, November 1964

- Sam Golding by waterfront,
'_;;.'_-,_ | - Circa 1990
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Honorable Ehzabeth Bass
Golding, 1966 Installation at
Salisbury Club, East Meadow

v : Woman’s Forum,
P s = Jackie Robinson at the mike, March 10, 1966
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- The Woman’s
Forum was created
to educate,
empower, and
inform women 1n

all aspects of life.
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Portrait of Elizabeth Golding in
~ her Judicial Robes

Eleanor Roosevelt addressing the 6th Annual
Woman’s Forum ol Nassau County
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Ll P-Eibeth Bass Golding was an exceptional women. She was driven

amﬂuvated to accomplish everything she set out to do. Which 1s

,-[' 7 she established the Woman’s Forum, in order to empower
E‘;]f and the woman who came after her. Unfortunately, the

ﬁjﬂﬁ n’s Forum does not exist anymore because times have changed.
) @mgn feel more empowered now then they did in the 1940’s and
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