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l\i[y na111e is DennisJ. Belen-i\liorales, and l was 
given the opportunity by the r iofstra University's 

Long island Studies and Special Collections to 
conduct a research project on Elizabeth Bass 

Golding.Judge Golding, who lived to be IO I years 
old, was one of the first won1en to Graduate New 

York 'University School of Law. 
Aller g,1,duating Law School, she started her own 
private practice. Prior to \•Vorld \ Var ll, she was an 

active n1en1ber of the Nassau County \•Vo111cn's 
Bar Association, National Council of Jewish 

\•Von1en, and served as a con1111itteewon1an on the 
National Con11nittee on Social Legislation. Like 
n1any other An1c1ican wo,nen of the ti,nc, she 

realized that she could have a prolound i,npact on 
society as wo,nen were called to fill n1en's roles 

during the war; while technological advances called 
for less of' a den,and for won1en's labor at hon1c. 

ln 1944, Golding becan,e the founder or the 
\·\lon,an's Foru111 of l\assau County (\VFNC), 

,vh lch ,vas a wo1ncn's organization rhal ,vorkcd to 
educate won,en on in1ponant social issues, and to 

give those wo,nen who felt silenced a voice to 
discus.~ problcn,s they faced fron, the 1940s on. She 

acted as the Forun1's president until 1952, after 
which she becan,e quite active in the political 
arena, becon1ing a con1n1ineewo1nan for the 

?.ifas.~apequa Republican Club. Alter Golding, 
Bernice F: \ Veshlcr was ollicially inducted in the 

\•VFNC in 1957. 
Golding's advocacy for in1proving society would be 
rewarded in 1961, when she was appointed to the 
State Con1n1ission of Corrections. She served as a 
State C:0111,n issione,; overseeing Detention Houses 

lor wo,nen until 196'.1. That yea,, Nelson 
Rockefeller appointed her to the newly for111ed 

Fa,nily Court or l\assau County, where she would 
then serve out the rc,naindcr of her career. In the 
I 970s,Judgc Golding continued to work with the 

public sector and organized a series of loster group 
hon,cs lor disadvantaged youths. Although she 
retired in 1980, she and her husband, Sa,nucl 

Golding, generously supported and helped bring 
the "San,ucl and Elizabeth Bass Golding 

Elcn,entary School" and the "Sa,nucl and 
Elizabeth Bass Golding Early Childhood Center" 

to the \•Vest lien1pstead con11ntu1it), 
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Elizabeth Bass Golding (1900 - 2001) was what 
most women wanted to be at the time, she was 
sYccessful, educated, and accomplished. During 
the 1950s you often lived under the light of your 
husband, she was separate from her husbands 
story. Elizabeth was an individual who cared about 
shaping the world for herself and women that 
came after her. Elizabeth Bass Golding, saw herself 
as someone who represented the Law, not just 
women. In addition to practicing law, Elizabeth had 
a plan to empower all women. The Judge Elizabeth 
Bass Golding Collection is chronologically 
organized in three series. Personal Papers, Woman's 
Forum in Nassau County, and Hope for Youth. In 
this collection you can find images, news cl ippings, 
transcripts, recordings, scrapbooks and many more 
interesting pieces. 
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Portrait of Elizabeth Bass Golding 
in Judicial Robes 

• 

Sam Golding by waterfront, 
Circa 1990 

Family Court of Kyoto, November 1964 
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Elizabeth Bass Golding ~vith Thomas Gulotta, 
Presiding 1o"vn of Hempstead Superviso1; Niay 1984 

., 

Jvlarion Pren1inge1; Author and Lecture1; 1957 
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and 

Honorable Elizabeth Bass 
Golding, 1966 Installation at 
Salisbury Club, East Meado,v 

, 

\.Yo1nan's Forum, 
Jackie Robinson at the 1uike, .Nlarch I 0, 1966 
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The Woman's 
Forum was created 
to educate, 
empower, and 
inform women in 
all aspects of life. 

Community Leaders Training Course, 
October, 1946 





Portrait of Elizabeth Golding in 
her Judicial Robes • 

Eleanor Roosevelt addressing 91e 6th 1\nnual
'"'on1an's Forum of Nassau County 
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Elizabeth Bass Golding was an exceptional women. She was driven 
and motivate4 to accomplish everything she set out to do. Which is 
why she established the Woman's Forum, in order to empower 
herself and the woman who came after her. Unfortunately, the 

omen's Forum does not exist anymore because times have changed. 
Women feel more empowered now then they did in the l 940's and 
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