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Hofstra is Chosen as Alternate Location to Host the Debate

Although Wright University in Dayton, Ohio was chosen to hold the first presidential 
debate of 2016, they later announced they were withdrawing as host, citing cost and 
security concerns. 

The Commission on Presidential Debates, the nonpartisan organization that 
produces the event, informed Hofstra University in July that is was being 
tapped for the first debate, as we had agreed in 2005 to be the alternate 
location. 

President Rabinowitz- “This is an extraordinary privilege and responsibility. 
We greatly appreciate the faith shown in us by the Commission on 
Presidential Debates, and we have begun preparations for a successful 
debate.”



The Clock Begins to Tick- Months to Prepare!

Hofstra became the first school to host presidential debates in three
consecutive presidential election cycles.  Despite schools usually 
having a full year to prepare, Hofstra had less than 3 months.  This 
announcement set in motion a remarkable two-month period of 
mobilization of people and resources, the results of which provided 
Hofstra University students with a large variety of extraordinary 
learning experiences.

“Our staff here have spent the last two months, day and night, 
preparing,” President Rabinowitz told 1010 WINS’ Glenn Schuck. 
“Usually, you have a year’s notice that you are going to host a debate 
— we had two months’ notice. But we’re ready. If the candidates are 
ready, we’re ready.”



Many of the materials generated as a 
result of the tremendous efforts of the 

Hofstra community and its supporters, are 
housed in the Hofstra University Special 

Collections Department's Debate ‘16 
Collection.
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The Debate 2016 Collection features items such as brochures, 
flyers, posters, banners, photographs and print material that 

chronicle many of the Debate 2016 series events.  In addition, 
this collection contains debate memorabilia such as bags, 

shirts, silverware, figurines, stationery and campaign signage, 
specifically designed to mark this unique moment in American 
presidential politics.  Preparatory events held by the University 
in anticipation of this occasion, the debate, and post-election 
news were captured in both online and print media form, and 

are part of the collection. 
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Hofstra Concerts Presents JR 

H0FSTRA 
R0CKS 
THE 
DEBATE! 
2016 
SKfURDAY - ()9/24 
HOFSTRA USA rfHEATEll - 1 PM 
LIVE MUSIC - FREE FOOD 
+ STUDENT SPEAKERS ADDRESSING CURRENT ISSUES 
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Pre-Debate Program

Hofstra University p s nts 

These events are free and open to the public. #HofDebate16 
To register, please visit hofstra.edu/debate 
For further informat,on. pleas.e contact the Hofstra Cultural Center at 516-463-5669 





Preparations for the 2016 Debate at Hofstra



Debate on Campus



Light Projections on Dorm Buildings



News Media Campaign Trucks in Broadcast Alley



News Casting



Behind the Scenes 



Hofstra Brings Opportunities for Students to get 
Involved with the Debate
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Debate offers students plethora of experience 
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Student Involvement







Student Viewing Parties



Students Walking into the David S. Mack Center to Watch the Debate



Hofstra Mascots- Kate and Willie



Media Filing Center- Spin Alley
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Debate 2016 - The First Presidential Debate
Hofstra University hosted the first 2016 Presidential Debate on September 26, 

2016 at the Mack Sports & Exhibition Complex.



Hillary During the Debate

Hillary Clinton  During the Debate



Donald Trump During the Debate



Trump & Clinton on the Stage



Post Debate 
Discussions



Post Debate Discussions- Sept. 27
How Will Suggested Policies Impact the International Scene?
The Hofstra Cultural Center’s International Scene Lecture Series and the Long Island Alliance for Peaceful Alternatives will host a panel discussion that will evaluate the impact 
of the presidential candidates’ suggested policies on the international scene.
Panelists include:
• Professor Carolyn Eisenberg, Department of History, Hofstra University
• Emilie Back, Long Island Alliance for Peaceful Alternatives Peace Fellow
• Natasha Rappazzo, Long Island Alliance for Peaceful Alternatives Peace Fellow
The panel discussion will be held in the Guthart Cultural Center Theater, Axinn Library, South Campus, from 12:45 to 2:10 p.m. This event is free and open to the public 
with registration.
***
International Opinion: Student Roundtable on Global Governance
Join moderator Professor Kara S. Alaimo, Department of Journalism, Media Studies, and Public Relations in the Lawrence Herbert School of Communication in a discussion 
with international students about the global perspective on the American political scene.
Sponsored by the Center for Civic Engagement, Hofstra University Honors College and International Student Affairs, this discussion will be held in the Guthart Cultural Center 
Theater, Axinn Library, South Campus, from 2:20 to 3:45 p.m. This event is free and open to the public with registration.
***
Teaching the 2016 Elections
Join Dr. Andrea Libresco, Professor of Social Studies Education and Director of the Minor in Civic Education at Hofstra University, for a workshop that explores strategies and 
discussion about how to teach up to and beyond the elections in your elementary and middle school classes – grades 4-8. Long Island Alliance for Peaceful Alternatives Peace 
Fellows Emilie Beck and Natasha Rappazzo will speak at the workshop.
Sponsored by the Hofstra Network of Elementary Teachers, this event will be held in 006-007 Hagedorn Hall from 6:30-8 p.m. The workshop is open to the Hofstra 
community.
***
America’s Role in the Global Arena: A Foreign Policy Analysis of the First U.S. Presidential Debate
Join us for a panel discussion among foreign diplomats and decision-makers who will discuss their perspectives on the candidates’ remarks about American foreign policies and 
actions abroad. The discussion will be moderated by Jason Isaacson, Director of Government and International Affairs, American Jewish Committee.
Panelists include:
• David O’Sullivan, Ambassador of the European Union to the United States
• Helga Flores, Principal External Relations Advisor, Inter-American Development Bank, Washington, D.C.
• Dr. Carolyn M. Dudek, Professor of Political Science and Director of European Studies, Hofstra University
This panel discussion will be held at the Guthart Cultural Center Theater, Axinn Library, South Campus, at 7 p.m.The event is open to the public with registration.



Hofstra Magazine- The Year in Review 2015-2016



Candidate 
Pins
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The most recent presidential election 
inspired a notable amount of 

accessorizing, with hats, T-shirts, and 
pins as impassioned voters literally 

wore their positions.



Shirts and Bag- Debate 2016
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Bobble Heads
O:\' Hl-:ALTHCAHE.CO\'WEBSITE.: 

~we hnvcn 5 billion dollar 11rt:L!>itc. J lum~ 
so many wi:-bsite:!1." I hire peui-'le 1111J 

it cosus me three dollars." 

O~JOBS: 
'"I will be chr, grr.amn job5 presidr.m 

g,)d l'V,:r C~l'IH.,d ." 

0:'1 FREE TRADE: 
""Fr~e trade oon be -..·ouderfuJ i fyou have 

smar1 peopl~ We ho,e swpid people." 
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Hillary-isms 
ON MAKING NEWS: 

"If I want lo knock o story off the front page, 

I just change my hoirityte• 

ON BILL CLINTON: 
•If I didn't kick his au every day, 
he wouldn't be worth. anything• 

ON POWER: 
"In my White Hour.e, we all know 

who wears the pant suit,• 

t1illary-1<nows 
"We must stop thinking about the individual 

and start thinking about society.• 

"Don't confuse having a career 
with hoving a life.• 

"There is a senH that things, 

if you keep posillve and optimistic 

about wha t can be done, do wor\ out." 

"Human rights are women's rights, 

and women's rights are human rights .• 



Other Memorabilia
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Visit the Debate 2016 Collection Finding Aid 
at:
http://www.hofstra.edu/pdf/library/libspc_archives_debate_2016_fa.pdf

http://www.hofstra.edu/pdf/library/libspc_archives_debate_2016_fa.pdf



