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Louisa Adelia Nichols life’s work was preserved in the Hart Nichols Collection 
1730-1930. It includes  personal letters, art work, textiles, recipes, short 
stories, poems and ephemera.  Louisa was the fifth child of Gideon and 
Elizabeth Nichols of Hempstead, New York.  She never married or had any 
children.  The women in the Hart and Nichols families were responsible for 
saving and preserving these items.  

The Robert D. L. Gardiner Foundation generously provided a grant to Hofstra 
University to process and archive this collection.

Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols. Pencil drawing of a rose, c1880. 
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special 
Collections.



The Nichols family
Gideon Nichols lived on his farm in Hempstead 
with his wife and six children. In 1825, he and his 
eldest son Walter and daughter Mary Amelia died 
of typhus fever.

In 1839, the widow Elizabeth (Smyth) Nichols and 
daughter Louisa Adelia Nichols moved from 
Hempstead to LaGrange in Dutchess County.  
They lived with Elizabeth (Nichols) Hart and her 
husband Benjamin Hall Hart on their farm named 
Heartsease.

Gideon Nichols

(1782-1825)

Elizabeth (Smyth) Nichols

(1780-1858)

Walter Nichols (1804-1825)
Mary Amelia Nichols (1807-1825)
Gideon Smyth Nichols (1810-1894)
Elizabeth Nichols (1812-1897)

Louisa Adelia Nichols (1818-1892)
Rev. Edwin Augustus Nichols (1821-1888)

Gideon Smyth Nichols (1810-1894)

Louisa Adelia Nichols (1818-1892) Elizabeth Nichols (1812-1897)Rev. Edwin Augustus Nichols (1821-1888)



Louisa Adelia Nichols
Louisa was born in Hempstead, New York on March 21, 1818.  She was the second 
youngest child to Gideon and Elizabeth Nichols and she had five siblings.  Like her 
mother, Louisa became deaf at an early age; she bore it with grace and dignity.   

During her school years, she boarded at a private institution in Flushing, New York.  
Her studies included French, Religion, Art, and Botany.  

Example of botany lesson, c1830
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra 
University Special Collections.

Example of French  lesson, c1830
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra 
University Special Collections.



The Church
The church had a prominent role in Louisa’s life as with the rest of the 
Nichols family.  They worshipped at St. George’s Church in Hempstead, NY.

On April 8, 1831 Louisa was 
confirmed at St. George’s Church 
by the Bishop Onderdonk.  

She was a devote member of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church.

Confirmation certificate  dated 8th day of April, 1831.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Spiritual Contemplations
Louisa kept a journal where she regularly wrote about life, death, and spiritual 
meditations.  Even at the young age of fifteen she worried about her immortal soul and 
averting the temptations of sin.

Author: Louisa Adelia Nichols
Journal entry, March 1833.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.

“This is my fifteenth birthday.  God has spared me now 
for fifteen years in the midst of danger.  Twice have I 
evidently been in danger and twice preserved.  Why is it 
that I am safe while so many perish around me?  Surely it 
is because thou O God art with me thou keepest me safe 
from all the darts of death.  O Almighty Father do thou be 
mercifully pleased to keep me in like manner safe from 
the temptations of the world from the snares and 
delusions of Satan; or else give me grace and strength to 
overcome them all, to live accordingly to thy holy will –
‘Purge me with hyssop and I shall be clean; wash me and 
I shall be whiter than snow.’ ”



Spiritual Contemplations
Death

Author: Louisa Adelia Nichols
Journal entry, May 4, 1832.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.

“This evening the store at the corner of Cliff and Fulton 
streets fell.  It was six stories high and filled with goods. 
Several persons were killed.  Oh how dreadful to be thus 
in one instant to be called from health in the vigor of life 
and in the midst of this worlds pursuits to sudden death 
to stand before our maker and Judge.  Must not this be a 
warning to us all to prepare for death a proof of the 
uncertainty of life and the instability of all worldly 
prospects.  Who knows but those unfortunate persons, 
who were buried beneath the ruins were indulging high 
hopes of future greatness alas if so how soon are all 
their prospects destroyed how vain were their 
expectations in the twinkling of an eye they are changed 
from the bustle of life to the dreadful death of being 
crushed beneath a load of stones and perhaps they were 
not prepared. Oh my soul learned from this to “boast 
not thyself of tomorrow”. 



Spiritual Contemplations
Immortal Soul

Author: Louisa Adelia Nichols
Journal entry, August  18, 1835.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Spiritual Contemplations
Drunkenness

Author: Louisa Adelia Nichols
Journal entry, September 6, 1835.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.

“A few days ago I saw one of the most 
disgusting and distressing sights that I 
almost ever witnessed.  It was an old 
man, his hair grey, and supporting 
himself with a cane, and so intoxicated 
that he could hardly stand – indeed he 
could not stand.”

“May God suffer none of this family 
or any one with whom I may be 
connected, to be guilty of this 
degrading sin.”



Philanthropy
Louisa’s devotion to the church and her family was evident in her many 
philanthropic activities. Her nephew James H. Smith had his education at 
St. Stephen’s College in Annandale, New York paid for by his aunt Louisa.

Tuition receipt. 
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.

Photograph from Reminiscences of St. Stephen’s College. 
Retrieved from archive.org



Philanthropy
In a letter dated April 5, 1872, James H. Smith wrote his aunt telling her about his college life.  

Photograph from Reminiscences of St. Stephen’s College. Retrieved from archive.org



Philanthropy
Louisa Adelia Nichols’ charity extended to support the second family of her 
bigamist grandfather.  She provided financial assistance on a regular basis.



Philanthropy
St. John’s Hospital Chapel

In 1874, Louisa Adelia donated $10,000 for the construction of a memorial 
chapel at the hospital and $500 towards a stained glass window.

Louisa also extended her artistic talents and contributed to the design of the 
memorial chapel windows in dedication to her beloved family.

Image retrieved from St. John’s Hospital Tenth Annual Report. 1883.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Philanthropy
St. John’s Hospital Chapel

Image retrieved from St. John’s Hospital Tenth Annual Report. 1883.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.

Image retrieved from St. John’s Hospital Tenth Annual Report. 1883.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Philanthropy
St. John’s Hospital Chapel

The chapel sat 400 people and was centrally located 
within the hospital and was accessible to all the wards.  

Image retrieved from St. John’s Hospital Tenth Annual Report. 1883.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Philanthropy
St. John’s Hospital Chapel

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections

On November 16, 1882 the chapel 
that Louisa helped build was 
consecrated.

.



Philanthropy
St. John’s Hospital Chapel

A patient wrote a letter to Louisa about 
“the first Easter in the Chapel.”  

Louisa wrote to Sister Julia her heartfelt 
thanks and gratification and wished she was 
able to see the chapel in its Easter dress.



Business Affairs
Louisa was also a woman of business.  She invested in a variety of enterprises 
including real estate, rail roads and mortgage securities.

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Business Affairs
Louisa’s real estate transactions included her younger brother Edwin A. 
Nichols.  They held and maintained several properties on Rivington and 
Essex streets in New York City. 

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Business Affairs
Louisa invested some of her money in farm mortgages with her nephew George G. Nichols.

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Domestic Life
Gardening

Louisa tenderly cultivated the family gardens.  She grew several types of 
flowers and vegetables, many from seeds.   

atalog: Burpee’s Reliable Vegetable Seeds. 1883
ource: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.

C
S

Catalog: Price & Knickerbockers Vegetable Seeds. 1883
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Domestic Life
Gardening

Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols. Watercolor practice Sheet, n.d.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.

Pages of seed catalog, 1883.
ource: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special ColleS ctions.



Domestic Life
Cooking Recipes

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Domestic Life
Medicinal recipes

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Domestic Life
Medicinal recipes

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Domestic Life
Sewing

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.

Louisa sewed her own clothing and 
accessories.  

This blue silk over dress has 
iridescent buttons. It has long 
sleeves and a hook and eye 
enclosure on the bodice and sash. 
(c1870-c1890) 



Louisa wore this sheer 
black silk fichu. 
(c1838-c1892)

Domestic Life
Sewing

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



The Writer

Early book of poetry by Louisa Adelia Nichols, 1826

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



The Writer

“How happy O! that God must be,
Who lives so very high.
My God, my Saviour may he be,
He dwells above the sky.”

“There in the chrystal courts above,
Where Jesus dwells so fair,
High on a throne and angels love,
The angels bright Oh there!”

“Then let us join the heaven by,
And sing my Saviours praise,
With angels sing forevermore,
My voice on high, I’ll raise.’

- Louisa Adelia Nichols
September 18, 1826

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Author: Louisa  Adelia Nichols. Example of poems
Author: Louisa  Adelia Nichols. Example of lines

The Writer

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



The Writer
Many of Louisa’s poems and short stories were published in local papers and religious publications like the 
Hempstead Inquirer, the Poughkeepsie Eagle, the Queens County Sentinel, and the Church Journal.

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



The Writer
Working copy of  ‘The Old Chestnut Tree’ poem and the published version.

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



The Writer
Working copy of lines for the Orphans Asylum and the published version.

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



The Writer
Louisa also wrote a small series of ‘Tea Kettle’ short stories.

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Shepard Alonzo Mount 
On September 18, 1837, Louisa wrote in her journal that “celebrated 
artist” Shepard Alonzo Mount was in Hempstead village.

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.

At the time, Mount resided in Setauket on eastern Long Island.  There he lived 
with his artist brothers William Sidney and Henry Smith Mount.



Shepard Alonzo Mount 

Louisa wrote that both she and her mother had their portraits painted. It 
took three weeks to complete both portraits.

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Shepard Alonzo Mount 

It cost ninety dollars for both Elizabeth (Smyth) Nichols and Louisa Adelia Nichols portraits.  

Receipt for painting signed ‘Shep A. Mount’.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Shepard Alonzo Mount 

Elizabeth (Smyth) Nichols, 1837
Oil on canvas, 30 x 24”
Gold gilt frame, 2 1/2”

Louisa Adelia Nichols, 1837
Oil on canvas, by.  Approximately 11” x 9”.  
Ornate gilt over gesso and wood frame.

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Photographer: Weston, N.Y.  Louisa Adelia Nichols (left) and Elizabeth (Smyth) Nichols (right), c1845
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections

Daguerreotype
Louisa Adelia Nichols and her mother Elizabeth (Smyth) Nichols.



The Artist
St. John’s Hospital Chapel

Stain Glass Windows

Louisa lent her artist talents during the construction of the chapel at St. John’s Hospital.  
She designed the stain glass chapel windows as a memorial to her beloved family.

Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols.  Pencil drawing of chapel, c1880
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols.  Drawing of stain glass chapel windows, c1880  Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.

The Good Shepherd The Lamb of God The Lion of the tribe of Judah

The Artist
St. John’s Hospital Chapel

Stain Glass Windows



A
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The Artist
St. John’s Hospital Chapel

Stain Glass Windows

rtist: Louisa Adelia Nichols.  Drawing of chapel windows, c1880
ource: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



The Artist
Pencil Sketches

Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols.  Pencil drawing of church, n.d.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



The Artist
Pencil Sketches

Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols.  Pencil drawing of house and woman, n.d.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



The Artist
Pencil Sketches

Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols.  Pencil drawing of man on cart and house, n.d.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



The Artist
Ink sketches

Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols. Ink wash of castle, n.d.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections. 



The Artist
Ink sketches

Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols. Ink and watercolor of Three Angels, n.d.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections. 



The Artist
Ink sketches

Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols. Ink wash of house and mountains, n.d.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections. 



The Artist
Watercolor

Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols. Watercolor of horse and carriage, n.d.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections. 



The Artist
Watercolor

Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols. Water color of roses, n.d.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections. 



The Artist
Watercolor

Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols. Watercolor of tropical bird, n.d.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections. 



The Artist
Watercolor

Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols. Watercolor of tropical bird, n.d.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections. 



The Artist
Watercolor

Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols. Watercolor of flower petals with aphorisms, 1834
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.

Flower petals with 
aphorisms.

Aphorisms are 
brief statements of 
principle.

“Self-love”

“Not until you 
can command 
your temper”



Come visit Louisa Adelia Nichols at the 
Special Collections Department at Hofstra 
University.  Her series and the rest of the 
Hart and Nichols Collection can be 
accessed by appointment.  The 
Department is located in the Joan & 
Donald E. Axinn Library, Room 032.  Please 
call (516) 463-6411 for an appointment or 
additional information.

Louisa Adelia Nichols. Carte de visite, c1850.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.
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