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Louisa Adelia Nichols life’s work was preserved in the Hart Nichols Collection
1730-1930. It includes personal letters, art work, textiles, recipes, short
stories, poems and ephemera. Louisa was the fifth child of Gideon and
Elizabeth Nichols of Hempstead, New York. She never married or had any
children. The women in the Hart and Nichols families were responsible for
saving and preserving these items.

The Robert D. L. Gardiner Foundation generously provided a grant to Hofstra
University to process and archive this collection.

Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols. Pencil drawing of a rose, c1880.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special
Collections.



The Nichols family

Gideon Nichols lived on his farm in Hempstead
with his wife and six children. In 1825, he and his
eldest son Walter and daughter Mary Amelia died

of typhus fever.
Gideon Nichols Idn 1839, the vyidov(\j/ Ell.izab.e;c]h I(Smyth)dl\:cichols and  Elizabeth (Smyth) Nichols
(1782-1825) aughter Louisa Adelia Nichols moved from (1780-1858)

Hempstead to LaGrange in Dutchess County.
They lived with Elizabeth (Nichols) Hart and her
husband Benjamin Hall Hart on their farm named
Heartsease.

Walter Nichols (1804-1825)

Mary Amelia Nichols (1807-1825)
Gideon Smyth Nichols (1810-1894)
Elizabeth Nichols (1812-1897)

Louisa Adelia Nichols (1818-1892)
Rev. Edwin Augustus Nichols (1821-1888)

Gideon Smyth Nichols (1810-1894)

Rev. Edwin Augustus Nichols (1821-1888) Louisa Adelia Nichols (1818-1892) Elizabeth Nichols (1812-1897)



Louisa Adelia Nichols

Louisa was born in Hempstead, New York on March 21, 1818. She was the second
youngest child to Gideon and Elizabeth Nichols and she had five siblings. Like her
mother, Louisa became deaf at an early age; she bore it with grace and dignity.

During her school years, she boarded at a private institution in Flushing, New York.
Her studies included French, Religion, Art, and Botany.
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The Church

The church had a prominent role in Louisa’s life as with the rest of the
Nichols family. They worshipped at St. George’s Church in Hempstead, NY.
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Confirmation certificate dated 8" day of April, 1831.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Spiritual Contemplations

Louisa kept a journal where she regularly wrote about life, death, and spiritual

meditations. Even at the young age of fifteen she worried about her immortal soul and
averting the temptations of sin.
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Author: Louisa Adelia Nichols
Journal entry, March 1833.
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Spiritual Contemplations

Death
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“This evening the store at the corner of Cliff and Fulton
streets fell. It was six stories high and filled with goods.
Several persons were killed. Oh how dreadful to be thus
in one instant to be called from health in the vigor of life
and in the midst of this worlds pursuits to sudden death
to stand before our maker and Judge. Must not this be a
warning to us all to prepare for death a proof of the
uncertainty of life and the instability of all worldly
prospects. Who knows but those unfortunate persons,
who were buried beneath the ruins were indulging high
hopes of future greatness alas if so how soon are all
their prospects destroyed how vain were their
expectations in the twinkling of an eye they are changed
from the bustle of life to the dreadful death of being
crushed beneath a load of stones and perhaps they were
not prepared. Oh my soul learned from this to “boast
not thyself of tomorrow”.

Author: Louisa Adelia Nichols
Journal entry, May 4, 1832.

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.




Spiritual Contemplations

Immortal Soul
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Author: Louisa Adelia Nichols
Journal entry, August 18, 1835.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Spiritual Contemplations

Drunkenness

Bl “A few days ago | saw one of the most
@l disgusting and distressing sights that |

R 8l O/most ever witnessed. It was an old
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/. “May God suffer none of this family
or any one with whom | may be

connected, to be guilty of this
degrading sin.”

Author: Louisa Adelia Nichols
Journal entry, September 6, 1835.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Philanthropy

Louisa’s devotion to the church and her family was evident in her many
philanthropic activities. Her nephew James H. Smith had his education at
St. Stephen’s College in Annandale, New York paid for by his aunt Louisa.
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Photograph from Reminiscences of St. Stephen’s College.
Retrieved from archive.org




Philanthropy

In a letter dated April 5, 1872, James H. Smith wrote his aunt telling her about his college life.
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Philanthropy

Louisa Adelia Nichols’ charity extended to support the second family of her
bigamist grandfather. She provided financial assistance on a regular basis.




Philanthropy

St. John’s Hospital Chapel
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Image retrieved from St. John’s Hospital Tenth Annual Report. 1883.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.

In 1874, Louisa Adelia donated $10,000 for the construction of a memorial
chapel at the hospital and $500 towards a stained glass window.

Louisa also extended her artistic talents and contributed to the design of the
memorial chapel windows in dedication to her beloved family.



Philanthropy

St. John’s Hospital Chapel

The corner-stone of the permanent new building was laid by the
Bishop on St. John Baptist’s Day, 1877. $10.600. given by Miss Louisa
Nichols. had been in bank some three years for the erection of a memo-
rial chapel, and she consenting, the money was expended on the chapel
attached to this hospital building.

To this fund have been added and expended, for chapel and Hospi-
tal, $80,000 more. It was opencd for patients November 1st, 1882.

Image retrieved from St. John’s Hospital Tenth Annual Report. 1883.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.

Schedule of Fixtures, Furniture and Decorations to St. J ohn 8
Hospital, with the Names of the Donors.

ESTIMATED COST.
Stained glass scuth window, by Miss L. A. Nichols..... ..$500 00

Image retrieved from St. John’s Hospital Tenth Annual Report. 1883.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Philanthropy

St. John’s Hospital Chapel

The chapel sat 400 people and was centrally located
within the hospital and was accessible to all the wards.
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responding extension on the easterlyend. Thereisa chapel in the centre,
38 X 78 feet, and 45 feet from floor to apex of the open roof. The cha-
pel is Norman-Gothic in style, and finished in ash, and has all the
accessories —stained windows, fine organ, chancel furniture, &c —to
make it beautiful and complete for Divine service and devout medita-
tion. The heating and ventilation are of the most approved system, and

Image retrieved from St. John’s Hospital Tenth Annual Report. 1883.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Philanthropy

St. John’s Hospital Chapel
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Philanthropy

St. John’s Hospital Chapel

A patient wrote a letter to Louisa about Louisa wrote to Sister Julia her heartfelt
“the first Easter in the Chapel.” thanks and gratification and wished she was
able to see the chapel in its Easter dress.
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Business Affairs

Louisa was also a woman of business. She invested in a variety of enterprises
including real estate, rail roads and mortgage securities.

HUDSON RIVER RAIL-ROAD COMPANY.

E’Kcuf Pork \‘fc i(f)mvcnn ﬁlis“aml i.i_{uilr.oatl

Qrrick OF THE

To '
New York, Susqushanna & Western Railroad Co.
e Sersey D Y hand Tty Gu.
T N ../ . g > / 2 =
)f A B o e s N A L g e < 75 e —
“# ee? S e R IS N ;
3 , = o

> ) v > _ S e ek ,,‘{ A ;/:.‘..., (PR S
'ﬁ“”. 7 s Euieee, /Z‘l//(or .. /;““(; /‘/j‘*— - {;. ’/Z/’///: -

L L (3,

- -

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Business Affairs

Louisa’s real estate transactions included her younger brother Edwin A.
Nichols. They held and maintained several properties on Rivington and
Essex streets in New York City.
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Business Affairs

Louisa invested some of her money in farm mortgages with her nephew George G. Nichols.

WS- T ECR A SE A RN ORI G B (Feat e . Nichels arucd Schaeglior N, VWaryen.,

Tawiy Abualute Salety uz 8 Security. .
( : ‘ % Eo 10 S (Al a) SN TR Py (i frlreece,
Thn frequent dixcusxion and cecasional adverss oriticiaugs
e avenricy sx Toverumentz of Westorn Farm Morcgages and
| =di T
D:";:’_ u:g ;on'i" inguad by Loan Companics and sccured by ¢ollateralc, oY Ven Yordi A 7
7 mr Ao nske 0 sxtended tour through the grest Wazt,

Yadiivhs ':ri;"sr % porsonsl dngpection of the conniry =nd the moade of (}}"“fd t o ) a/ cﬁned

Y &el 37

ek s B lh"." )o:,?r.r,. he conlfessacs o ?er;" arant sur_,)r:r sivncugih
nowRnitied aceplie, Lo iad atch ascuritios to ba, In hix

g;z.;‘ﬂ:" :sﬂm““"’l-" anfe ax thwy have besn clsimed to ba. uyz.‘(t/.du 8%
ton, :
[r PP & Qxil.tu‘l

ErXarp Coamprertivtion. Wecer

o competition ror loahk ix gunsrally ehdrp, ac fooad the e Sy fo qffee, swbieel. fie préce Sad
poibey Srones rdvancing over 30 par cent, to 40 per csnt. on cabtimated P ———— . =
IR oloocl"f ndhierad (o, and me all veaponeibile Lown Companies ST R e o 1 R
Auaraanee t.’l-‘l'— awn cacritiss they are materal 1y and smanzitivaly [+ § =
ANA R s Avoiding anything like hazacdouas riszks,
The [PONCY borrowad 1a fn moul chmen devotsd to the. permcniwiy pi6 | Lo0 Guow Conaty, Neo. S per cais Rufurding Bonda, i0-20 yeare Ws & int,
LRPTOVaGRnl. af the premidoen on whilch it ix 1osned 14 Lincoln ™ R T Proci 1g-2a0 LR EIPLC o
The E:.?.‘tcn‘,f' v.hg ”f:“‘ A,"lk‘” 'h,° "V”'W 7 1'"’?" chort - Thonae At el *  Cours Houeco [t n 105
R e st o g e 12 000 | Svperier Gity,” € ¢ " Seasol 4 e 'w 105 »
brought ander’ 1n.elligoub cultivasion and being converted inio e 25 000 Grana falacd 0§ 4 ¥ y i ] lo‘fu % 10,5 (e
proved well stocked farme. 25 0uo v 2 2 8 " 2 Civy ‘Ball 5~ 20 105 ;
| B[] 2 2 e T A Bower = S-2p * U T SR
lEmseront Prowpiily Padd Bednzipnl acd intorest on sil the wlwwe bonls payaplo
- ARSI A RS FIGr Al e 7 NSEZETE, h)uulxa ‘310{.. 120 Bromt—r—
All intarest paymentec are muds with pramginece, but the o ) T
principal is not alwaye pald in Ffull ot matusiby, Io wihdoh casc new PR Y
Loany are thén made, For the balange, snd are assamed by ithe Ouaren- Ne alzo oifar the ‘cllowicy boddw L oor dakl ac
2o nubject Lo pricr sale, principal g inturs
V- P il Ao e (R Yery Rog P im B Morcantile ¥artidnat Bank, HNoew York.
5 E g $15 OOk ot Rullwny, (Nebrasks,) Ixe. Nige. 7 per 3
Loana Mede e FeW yease 290 Yabresent & very emall percentage Bonda due 1 :’“‘:“" o0, Coupans, 0o s D““‘:“F’““f'.
af the z ge ol Lhe properety mortpuged.  The County records 3| 200 Firet Nbge. on brick hlocx, value 38,500, York, }'":"J'".“L"'
show [oraciosirns 56 Eo raze,  Weae Lows Cospanisr xfisr ten on twelve * por cont, Bend, dus 1 April, J804. Guarsatood by
yeurs, experienct claim a record ol net ingla foroclosure. Whes Yead's State Buok, York, Nebrmaké. Couponas, April and
a farmer finds his deb: D bUrden he RA0eTAlLy Celis, OF SXChRngux D ratiar
with somo one oetich akle La casyy the loap.  the vruur Wit Al 20 ook Ton-yesr § par csnt. Guarantesd Debentures, sec-'.-r‘-fi by lat
o susstantiate ths adverss ofiliciama ADpearing from LiMs Lo Lime in Moritages, 1-2 valus real satale. Coupone, April sad
the newapagers, acd afers Lhat bhey had thely ssucce wither in dgno- Getobor.
rance oF galicw. In Las alder zactiad o ione af tis Weaz: he {fzuad 40 0oo Tiva-gante 7 por centl lat Morigage Boods, 1-3 velue of im
Wotw roluisex Buing liled oshan (lr)rt{,htas racorded, <pd whilo o large proved rexl wsists in Nebraska and Colorado, Sesi-annual
porcaninga ai farps uare porigsgs it sears to ha zimply & repetition COURDRG.
of ths Eistory =f the oldor ,.'\tﬂ in tasic pariod of development. Wz resommend all the above investusnis,
The prafiries are bwing veclaisted, and the settler sbtriving Respectfally,
for home and competencd ix eided by Fraterc money, which ix =zure 1o ‘: N
Ciad o aifs Shvastmeat i placad by hoparaole and concadvibive man z ﬁd!?‘%{h ‘w()d.
vaziding nwsr their Ciald of aoeratidom. A

z - Q,Q‘..?JM / '(@*n R e

Nex York, let June, 1683,
$1 Exchange Place.

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Domestic Life

Gardening

Louisa tenderly cultivated the family gardens. She grew several types of
flowers and vegetables, many from seeds.
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Domestic Life

Gardening
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Domestic Life

Medicinal recipes
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Domestic Life

Medicinal recipes
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Domestic Life

Sewing

Louisa sewed her own clothing and
accessories.

This blue silk over dress has
iridescent buttons. It has long
sleeves and a hook and eye
enclosure on the bodice and sash.
(c1870-c1890)

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Domestic Life

Sewing

Louisa wore this sheer
black silk fichu.
(c1838-c1892)

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.
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The Writer

“How happy O! that God must be,
Who lives so very high.

My God, my Saviour may he be,
He dwells above the sky.”

“There in the chrystal courts above,
Where Jesus dwells so fair,

High on a throne and angels love,
The angels bright Oh there!”

“Then let us join the heaven by,
And sing my Saviours praise,
With angels sing forevermore,
My voice on high, I’ll raise.”

- Louisa Adelia Nichols
September 18, 1826

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



The Writer

s A Lines

On Tue Deatn or Mzes [Hagry llype
! PR GAETR
L\ ] R e

J

Octoder 34, 185-

“ We also bless 'Thy holy name for all T'hy servants depurted this
lfein Thy faith and fear

3 besecching Thee Lo give us grace 5o o
follow theic good examples, that with them we may be partakers of
Thy beaveniy kingdom,™

Commurson Service.
We mny oot beweall thee, for thon ast of sl ;
We ihink of thew now in the home of 1he blest,
Desr Tricud, wao hast gosond ever Gesth's ohiling tide,
Naw sweel bo thy 1cst oo the ealin Turhwr sids
The dsyx

hw nights of 1hy soflerlog are o'er,

B0 iy cellod hner: Froon <t'x tivs o that shore—
God's wisdom and merer though Bow 10 us sealid,
Hlsall yot o that huppier Jand by reveoled .
Bat a1 far the hes
Thy o

et that thine nbeence deplore,
vand sesia sznl charislonl who grsee thee no more,
Who 500% 10 o future with safiuess wnd pain

Flaon with thee Wolief vhat thveir Toos 35 thy gain.
Fos ki

sl sootlisg Vel 1o aur grief
Comes the shonght so consollag o walsper mliaf,
Thy trust in the Syviour who only con save,

Who lighted Geal's peah, wad tha gloom of the grave.
ey

May thie fxiths that Des Tod tive b essions shove
Descend upon all those deor cos of thy Jove,
~ That, following thee to the homo of the blost,
They Tikewisn may ghare in the jor of thy rest.

L AN

Author: Louisa Adelia Nichols. Example of poems

Author: Louisa Adelia Nichols. Example of lines

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



The Writer

Many of Louisa’s poems and short stories were published in local papers and religious publications like the
Hempstead Inquirer, the Poughkeepsie Eagle, the Queens County Sentinel, and the Church Journal.

PAE FROLED FLREE.

They've cat the old tree dowh, THE CHRISIMAS LREE.
. “The tree which was entwined gl Runidn 2 village sohoalhionse, when Autumn (saves were gay,
With a thouasnd plea=ant mumeniss . A group of merry children beguiled fheir bour of pluy ;
OF ehiiidhoods 1m my mind. at wot with sporlive pemime wis theic anjoyment fraoght,
o & » Soms theme of ¥ast importanoe absorbed teir every thaught.
Aluck a duy ! what joy The analight avemed to brighten ax they thair hopes sxpresed—
U'¢n seen beocalh that treo! Thwir glad anticipaticn—the snnehine of their breass.
T he sf_ml of many a childieh ruce , - That moraiog 150 their Wacher moch plesing naws impars ;
T he: resting place ef glee. The wondering contemplation now filled soch cager henrt |
e N 5 ' O giad expectant children : Joe worda recelling thea ;—
YT wws not 'mf‘-‘Y opk; ¥ A tree we'll aco ot Christmas, the 1o we ne'sr have seen,
Nar waviag willow fine, A tree withia e chierch-loor, more Brwatiful and bright
s T ™y Nor yet a atately =3 camore, Thae Auntumn Jeaven,—whoae fraftexe sholl oll our hearts delight.'”
>~ IR f 7 : Nor graceful clin, nor pine. " ¢ O Titme, apeed an thy pinions ! how leag te Chrintane-tide !
A FARBWELL TO HENMPRTEAD. Too slowly to thoae yoong hearts the ahort days ssem. to gido !
Farowall! sy nokive plaos, < -from the: Lo soinﬂ.i Y Twas an old "_l‘l"be trea The Winter’s starmz ware welcomed, Decembar, dark sod dress,
Fay feom thy rﬁlﬂ)»_(pr::)d wloins, 12 7{;;;5,' P Wichoot a aixn of pride; And o'en the pinching Frost-kleg, os driogiag Christmng near,
Saon, will the Shmlasex watess, proadly fowing, That stunteds knott ¥, crooked, Zrow, At Tanzzth Wb hone Wy waited ,—the wisbed-for evnring (ims,
L= Rsenn e e wrteacs Zroets, Ugpag a billoak's wide. Aszembled thens with call of tie chorsh bell's aweetest chiftme.
S R s 3 TET ] ? e = - Whaen, estering tha deor-way, cnchrcliog wex the e
| To L """k'::"“" r Bkl an monatais, And theze alone it atied, Tzeore atood within the portal a stately evergreen,
= w . Rieiotheiy might b Yut sproad not wide and fres, Fram every dwig amcended & bague's laddrons Sasoe,
liars chilw ol gooess e I'trs Ruye was not for want of roem, From every twig dspeadad a g1t with some ohild's naoae 3
Al ivin the Jandezape to divraile. W hate'sr the caune might be, | A buek, % tuy, w bontion, O juy bay com pira
. i 1 fidth ol fends, —me'ne i X For creh chlid some love tokken—zot ono foygosten there |
3 - K c;f‘cll. belaedd gl it Gl driends, —me'ne Anid precious froit it bore, What sromis of xdmiration, whae glaces mat the wiew |
X A ol apliy i ;“‘«’“’r oy & * Bat seldom, T ogine. Eash nptamed eFe seemed holdlAg o Izh%ed condle too,
¥ Bat lowand £ Ay 3 A apple ripened an the baughs, An with their bearttaned voices, anciraling it witl gles,
% “ Sl being 1oy ¥ ft ta visit yoa. Tta graenness wWus 50 fing, They sang thia song o Dovor of that thels Chrlstmas Tree,
3 Voo Gooen L shell 2od, new myimne Le namilng, e A >
J );? ‘( '” " qu :I % mLI weet ccui".' fnd Ah! bow my curiows eye, . Song.— Thy Chriztmasz Tree,
;AR AR S e ST DA Each bole and koot survoyed, Thy axtrth of hee abandance ansumbered gIts beatows,
Y y"':‘; "ffl".}“‘"""_no': “‘ d-'.'- r:-y ):' :: xé'u 5 Which there the carafal zquirrel’s tooth, | Bhe gives the modest paney, the iy, and the e,
P Akt Wil taez provy o Zind as ¥o Zave been s e strongnr Tiaie had made, And tresr, With benuteoss folings, catbranshiog wide and tall,
> . Farewell” ms own doar homa (oss | amdeariay— Ko MpoREs X | Bat tass which stacds befors us i dusrer far thun all:
CaFluw ar paas weny s, Naot sichier folt the youth, 'Ffm- varied, sweed, and fair,
=40 Heome of my eorly 1o Flix fairy lamp lo wicld, ! in; 1:_,[;4:. 1;5 "“',‘.f;;’l"‘ buat,
Such atrong wtteimecs ren Thaa I to ponder on tho trunk, B::‘homo;:‘;"(x;:;ztma: '1,::",
Yoe, thongh thy sheltsing wallse T am furedking, And wild conjecturea build. s i ? % 3
And eopn will vnter 30 coteled ome, fluot now, thraughout the space ) Oz Nilus's findile va:lle_y hm! gxwxf\g bends the palm,
s Jmeve Wil bz often waking: | 1 kook for it tn wain, Tac apicy groves of Ceylon extol their groves of halm,
2 Thy ¥ hsmdaad Jathgs N b2 of? Py | L 304 " to fill it pluces The dowsrwnrid branching baunysn as lodie's pride oy otand,
~ Witkin my bosom, wheazer'st 1 tiam- ! While sad thoughts, a3 fo & v Aud Tar the kingiy ook-tree o’arshadow Albton's and:

Are crawding on my Lrain. of her vine,

Gay xmiling Prwuce lmay Lold foeth the ol

! " 2,243 Frea then veslt - rovered oml séered buidiog,

3 % { fendly nars'd Or German forests booas of shair weaith of fmgrant ping,
Jollooed by memoties snd feabnex bied, T ho hopes 1 fondly 1 ; *
Ifenmh whoas shads fitr win' ot raggarogiiimy Avre fellads 1ike that old troe ;- ir Lobanon®a foued cedaxa with tev'ience oo mny sce,

And friends § hasted oft to meet, \ O Bat bigher S5 than all thess wo prize avr Christmas Tree.

'l tomles of bv'd ones, carly gone 10 rest, ¢ . - ted
T he grave has bid lfrom me.—

$7e  Theugh socc Lmix whoen yavec dibmes <1 diing

For ax the taper's radiance fluminates tha bunghs,

i . 23 - o H heanclon w cheariog helo throws,
7 A temply slatelisg fair civach, tan taine. R T wiss that Juncly trea S 2o love Qmund (1= 4 A }
And '»Xu‘:'r weninsAlY enzepiured <ol are tirilling, | For oft, while paosing theres Whess Xindly bacda Zave wreathied them v;nl\ oferiogs thad cull
= r A ) Suah 5 B a OF indly hearts which prempted thea gifZa nlll please as well
The thozght of theo Wil ewesly, thell throegh 1 fain would rest me 'acath its snade, ey
i 2 mine % ; ‘ : And breaths the eopler =ie. Qe bearis’ wmotioss el
woroh L sbk e allfyreaall feapd e Sl S lont wiw 1 griove thal i is gone Aad waerefore thankmaily,
3 Wi poice i hofinite, WHA FoR i u s Perchanes | wrongly foel, - W praine cur Christens Tree,
% Anl 1% 1y hba'?] ; :,f:ipnd-——,‘mnc:—c}.uub. 1t mey have sarmed the shveciug limls, © ehildren, heve raceiving our gifls, elste sold gay,
v =% expressbug X : ; Or conked che longed for meal, Ruesanmbes Him Wisose coiny we eolebants to-day.
; | Mx warmitwichrs, Lwohi eloss this sizdin — | © . Yot hardly could it yield S e & Chiid il stnlnes % raamom i froo e,
7 Skt 1. i futire 2oga theas gzenes fe vipwing, & More jos than when it threw, Avd guva Himuelf for 03 & piace i .'Hebveg to v:m 3
[ Ommanya Suinge ha et sy gl T A ia e e B i o R
A Fitger L Y b O €763 WU“' ke Dy careless ghildhioad krew. % & 3o gladdening var lifktine this wesured howr skall be,
R or Uil "‘L‘"ﬁ,‘"“‘"‘““:“ Tempatead, Auguat 300k, 1545, Wl backward Memory glances ta L:ix anr €Arizimes Tm.N
g : f ; : R o i ‘ L. A, N,

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra Universitv Special Collections.



The Writer

Working copy of ‘The Old Chestnut Tree’ poem and the published version.
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Te OLp CHESTXUT TREE.

How firmn s strong it stada-—
That troe of many years -

Like some wern giant's stolwart form,
Whase basom Xnaws no fears

d o, e hollow 1oot,
The guarl 1 assi e 15mh,

Lo Javzaszge vivqueat, Whouglh wmote,

il of post ages dion 1§

How cbhoaged arouad it is thy soane, ?
How clhienged the roce it kpsw

Wheo 1t, adornod with yoong lenves green,
Amridoth-akinped sahling grew.

'How plesgsully it stauds,

When noouday healz pesvads =
[ Its countiva leaves - murvel cach—
| Spread aut te form a shags.
Tac agoirre: leapad. in medry moad,
Feomr awavivg bough to bough,
And Foughy the prickly Costed food,
Leag, luoag ago, as uow :
And eager children seuglt, beneath,
The kernels aweet to find, 3
While feam tha brnehes seomied ta breothe
Loateuckion for v mind,

How hopelully i stands
When Spriog’s fair Lands uelold
On evary twig the silken buds,

Su brasiteots to behold. 3 .
aperad fram casls ap'niog lenl)
Tlia lezgod seems o fow !

0, youllt ] with b of lifa 50 brief,
True wisdom Jeary to kuow,

And decl thy hesct snd deeX thy wind
With buds of putest joy, 2
Which wyzning siasaiis aball rmwiad,
Aad time can na'er deatiog. "

And clustersd yallow Oowers,

o awell a song of cslm ddelighit

Tlough ail She secoy bous .

w0, martelal who these tisssings share,

Your grateful voicea mise,

Fov chieering light, for heslthinl air,

1o olir Croutura praise, ™

Huew kiudly thera it stacds;

When, Like 2 giver fres; 3

[t shakos e brrstig eliestodea down

Far il beaestly tha e

Then, clad in rolie of golden bue,

LA poud and atately forny,

LIE drinks apvne, the Autcion dew;

Or wrestles with Qie storas,

Aud geens to epread s tanes ahrosd
To tench the Gosyel plan:

10, yo wha baast your lave o God |
Prove i by gocd to snen!

How scleninly it stonds)
Whan Winzer strips it bare
OF 2 (inheagasons covaring,

il s that will not spare. |
Thon, gighieg tireagh the leafdess bougha, |
Deep voiced peen 16 aay | |

R o IR § o thiok gpor thy vowa; {
Prg ihce for that day |
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The Writer

Working copy of lines for the Orphans Asylum and the published version.
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Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.
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The Writer

Louisa also wrote a small series of ‘Tea Kettle’ short stories.
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Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Shepard Alonzo Mount

On September 18, 1837, Louisa wrote in her journal that “celebrated

artist” Shepard Alonzo Mount was in Hempstead village.
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At the time, Mount resided in Setauket on eastern Long Island. There he lived
with his artist brothers William Sidney and Henry Smith Mount.

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.




Shepard Alonzo Mount

Louisa wrote that both she and her mother had their portraits painted. It
took three weeks to complete both portraits.

Iy i~ tHen ¢ ’ : g7 ,
: / ‘ f A r"’/// . o ‘/,.,-,_,/' . /‘.,//‘.'/' . . R //, 2 // /
7/ Y ’ F ‘i 0.3/',' 'l ‘ "

""?.';(‘ g o] : : 7 //
9 Ao L folerwerds fov)) ’
. / y < L /b /’("/' / /
/ { /
sile. Jhe ANl s re y
7, betth Jre Yy 2 Iedd /. letse / 7 /4 ¢
< L 4 o 2.4
7 4 P M4 f‘ j( ¥ - !/,Qlﬁ ,’,‘(o : > - i pr——
i‘l’r"/ J ’,‘f' 3 4
: V4 .1 2l C/CEter dd (o3 / Piees de 2 o dors A / / '(
: ,"y"’ RL”.
‘ / p gl b L5~ J UL
oy /(/~ 3 4 "/I i . Y f
led he, R Rrille J Gteddinversd L 4
’ . ale oL /./ e /." >
" J ’ \“ / :
{ g A
L I' =2 /I » // vl . ;e / ” 2.4 # / / 5 » /c / \
, 7 £/ 4 /f./ / ’ '/ ‘,/' r ,’
e d T /
/ e N 4 ) s / The. ‘3t p, ¢ (
/ / £ . 4 “ LBt bl ot dedi

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Shepard Alonzo Mount

It cost ninety dollars for both Elizabeth (Smyth) Nichols and Louisa Adelia Nichols portraits.

Receipt for painting signed ‘Shep A. Mount’.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Shepard Alonzo Mount
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Elizabeth (Smyth) Nichols, 1837 Louisa Adelia Nichols, 1837
Oil on canvas, 30 x 24" Oil on canvas, by. Approximately 11” x 9”.
Gold gilt frame, 2 1/2” Ornate gilt over gesso and wood frame.

Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Daguerreotype

Louisa Adelia Nichols and her mother Elizabeth (Smyth) Nichols.

Photographer: Weston, N.Y. Louisa Adelia Nichols (left) and Elizabeth (Smyth) Nichols (right), c1845
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections



The Artist

St. John’s Hospital Chapel
Stain Glass Windows

Louisa lent her artist talents during the construction of the chapel at St. John’s Hospital.
She designed the stain glass chapel windows as a memorial to her beloved family.

N

Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols. Pencil drawing of chapel, c1880
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



The Artist

St. John’s Hospital Chapel
Stain Glass Windows

The Good Shepherd The Lamb of God The Lion of the tribe of Judah

\

Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols. Drawing of stain glass chapel windows, c1880 Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.




The Artist

St. John’s Hospital Chapel
Stain Glass Windows
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Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols. Drawing of chapel windows, c1880
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.
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The Artist

Pencil Sketches

Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols. Pencil drawing of church, n.d.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



The Artist

Pencil Sketches
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Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols. Pencil drawing of house and woman, n.d.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



The Artist

Pencil Sketches
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Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols. Pencil drawing of man on cart and house, n.d.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



The Artist

Ink sketches

Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols. Ink wash of castle, n.d.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



The Artist

Ink sketches

Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols. Ink and watercolor of Three Angels, n.d.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



The Artist

Ink sketches

Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols. Ink wash of house and mountains, n.d.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



The Artist

Watercolor

Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols. Watercolor of horse and carriage, n.d.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



The Artist

Watercolor

Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols. Water color of roses, n.d.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



The Artist

Watercolor

Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols. Watercolor of tropical bird, n.d.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



The Artist

Watercolor

Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols. Watercolor of tropical bird, n.d.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



The Artist

Watercolor
o8 Pidalh a 4 7 “Not until you
Flower petals with AN N " M,ﬂ(can command
aphorisms. N\ =3 N\ your temper”
“Self-love”

Aphorisms are
brief statements of |
principle. |

. 3

Artist: Louisa Adelia Nichols. Watercolor of flower petals with aphorisms, 1834
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.



Come visit Louisa Adelia Nichols at the
Special Collections Department at Hofstra
University. Her series and the rest of the
Hart and Nichols Collection can be
accessed by appointment. The
Department is located in the Joan &
Donald E. Axinn Library, Room 032. Please
call (516) 463-6411 for an appointment or
additional information.

Louisa Adelia Nichols. Carte de visite, c1850.
Source: Hart Nichols Collection at Hofstra University Special Collections.
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