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FALL 2025 COURSES 

in 

FRENCH 

ITALIAN 

SPANISH 

FRENCH LITERATURE IN TRANSLATION (FRLT) 

ITALIAN LITERATURE IN TRANSLATION (ITLT) 

ITALIAN STUDIES (ITST) 

SPANISH LITERATURE IN TRANSLATION (SPLT) 

LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN STUDIES 

Email RLL@hofstra.edu if you have any questions, or wish to declare a new minor or 

major. 

Email the professor if you have questions about a particular class 

Make an appointment with your advisor in the department 

to decide on what classes you should take. 

mailto:RLL@hofstra.edu
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FREN COURSES ARE TAUGHT IN FRENCH 

They can serve to fulfill your language requirement and major or minor requirement. All French 

majors and minors should consult with a department faculty advisor when selecting courses. 

FOR FREN 1-2 SEE THE ONLINE BULLETIN 

FREN 003: INTERMEDIATE FRENCH 1 

Professor Colette M. Sumner (Colette.M.Sumner@hofstra.edu) CRN 91013 TR 11:20-12:45 

Professor Steven Verolla (Steven.M.Verolla@hofstra.edu) CRN 91104 MW 2:40-4:05 

Description: Continued development of the fundamentals of structure, sound system, vocabulary 

building for effective communication and understanding. Speaking, understanding, reading and 

writing techniques are further developed. 

FREN 107: CONVERSATION SKILLS 

Professor Colette Sumner (colette.m.sumner@hofstra.edu) CRN 91299 

Professor Steve Verolla (Steven.M.Verolla@hofstra.edu) CRN 91424 

Professor Sultana Ehrlich (Sultana.S.Ehrlich@hofstra.edu) CRN 91869 

Meeting Times: TBA (0.5 Semester Hours) 

Description: Stresses authentic intonation patterns, oral proficiency and listening 

comprehension. Students meet once a week for twenty-five minutes with a French-speaking 

instructor. Syllabi are established between instructor and student in the first week and focus upon 

areas where student requires more practice and improved competency (grammatical and/or 

cultural). 

FREN 110: ADVANCED CONERSATION 

Professor Sabine Loucif (sabine.loucif@hofstra.edu) TBA CRN 93536 

Description: Designed to develop ability to communicate in the French manner. Topics for 

discussion range from the literary to the sociological, from the cultural and aesthetic to the 

personal. Background readings may be classical or contemporary. Field trips are encouraged. 

Attendance is mandatory. 

mailto:Steven.M.Verolla@hofstra.edu
mailto:colette.m.sumner@hofstra.edu
http://Steven.M.Verolla@hofstra.edu/
mailto:Sultana.S.Ehrlich@hofstra.edu
mailto:sabine.loucif@hofstra.edu
mailto:Colette.M.Sumner@hofstra.edu
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FRENCH LITERATURE IN TRANSLATION: ALL MATERIALS ARE READ AND 

DISCUSSED IN ENGLISH 

They can serve to fulfill your French major or minor, distribution requirement, and to complete 

the Alternate Language Option of the Foreign Language Requirement 

FRLT 043: (LT, CC) DECOLONIZING THE MIND: CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE 

FROM AFRICA TO SOUTHEAST ASIA 

Professor Sabine Loucif (sabine.loucif@hofstra.edu) MW 4:20-5:45 CRN 91062 

Description: Examination of literary voices from Francophone countries including Senegal, 

Algeria, Tunisia. Topics include decolonization and the African identity, the search for self, the 

contradictions of life in the colonies and racism. Readings include works by Memmi, Ben 

Jelloun, Snow-Fall, Senghor. All works are read and discussed in English. 

FRLT 046: (LT) SEX, GENDER, AND LOVE IN 20TH- CENTURY FRENCH PROSE 

Professor Sabine Loucif (sabine.loucif@hofstra.edu) MW 6:00-7:45 CRN 92855 

Description: Selected narrative and experimental texts examined to show the deconstruction and 

evolution of traditional concepts of sex, gender and love in 20th-century French literature. 

Gender reading techniques constitute the principal methodological approach, along with close 

textual analysis. Readings include works by Andre Gide, Colette, Simone de Beauvoir, 

Marguerite Duras, Luce Irigaray, Julia Kristeva, Monique Wittig and Jean Genet. All works are 

read and discussed in English. 

FRLT 120: (LT) SPECIAL TOPICS IN FRENCH LITERATURE 

Professor Sabine Loucif (sabine.loucif@hofstra.edu) MW 2:40-4:05 CRN 93538 

Description: Movements, ideas and issues of special interest such as Dada and surrealism, the 

rebel and the outsider in modern French literature, history and literature; the idea of Utopia, etc. 

All works are read and discussed in English. 

ITAL COURSES: ALL MATERIALS ARE READ AND DISCUSSED IN ITALIAN 

They can serve to fulfill your language requirement and major or minor requirements. All Italian 

majors and minors should consult with a department faculty advisor when selecting courses. 

FOR ITAL 1-2 See Online Schedule 

ITAL 003: INTERMEDIATE ITALIAN I 

Professor Rosetta Urgo (Rosetta.urgo@hofstra.edu) TR 1:00-12:45 CRN 90837 

Professor Riccardo Costa (riccardo.costa@hofstra.edu) MW 2:40-4:05 CRN 90906 

Description: Brief structural review followed by emphasis on the expression of opinions, ideas, 

desires and hypothetical scenarios both in short compositions and small group communicative 

activities. Reading and analytical skills in the target language are also developed further through 

the reading and discussion of short cultural passages and authentic materials. 

mailto:sabine.loucif@hofstra.edu
mailto:sabine.loucif@hofstra.edu
mailto:sabine.loucif@hofstra.edu
mailto:riccardo.costa@hofstra.edu
mailto:Rosetta.urgo@hofstra.edu
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ITAL 108: CONVERSATION SKILLS 

Professor Lorenza Colletti (lorenza.colletti@hofstra.edu) CRN 91298 

Meeting Times: TBA (0.5 Semester Hours) 

Description: Stresses authentic intonation patterns, oral proficiency, and listening 

comprehension. Students meet once a week for 25 minutes with an instructor who is a speaker of 

standard Italian. Syllabi are established between instructor and student in the first week and 

focus upon areas where student requires more practice and improved competency (grammatical 

and/or cultural). 

ITAL 109: ITALIAN CONVERSATION AND ORAL PRACTICE 

Professor Riccardo Costa (riccardo.costa@hofstra.edu) CRN 93621 MW 11:20-12:45 

Description: Intensive training in oral practice and self-expression. Prepared discussions on 

assigned cultural topics with vocabulary preparation, oral reports, and small group interaction. 

ITALIAN LITERATURE IN TRANSLATION: ITLT--ALL MATERIALS ARE READ 

AND DISCUSSED IN ENGLISH 

They can serve to complete your LT distribution requirement, and to complete the Alternate 

Language Option. 

ITLT 041: (LT) TO HELL AND BACK 

Professor Gregory Pell (Gregory.m.pell@hofstra.edu) MW 2:40-4:05 CRN 92857 

Description: The course is a journey through the Inferno as a reflection of medieval literature, 

concerns and preoccupations. Following the epic hero's descent into and escape from Hell, the 

class engages in close readings that emphasize the ethical, religious, and political background of 

the medieval world. This course focuses on three recurrent topics represented in all canticles of 

the Divine Comedy: free will and spiritual salvation, Dante's moral imperative in representing 

and shaping the transcendental as well as secular spheres, and the poet's homage to classical epic 

tradition. Although readings will focus on the Inferno, complementary selections from the Vita 

Nuova, Purgatorio and Paradiso will also be discussed. Art and music inspired by the Inferno 

will also enrich our study of Dante's epic poem. All works are read and discussed in English. 

ITST 141A: (AA) ITALIAN FILM HEROES AND VILLAINS 

Professor Simone Castaldi (simone.castaldi@hofstra.edu) TR 2:40-4:05 CRN 93539 

ITALIAN STUDIES-- ITST: ALL MATERIALS ARE READ AND DISCUSSED 

IN ENGLISH 

These courses can serve to complete your major in Italian, your minor in Italian Studies, 

fulfill your AA or IS distribution requirement, and to complete the Alternate Language 

Option. 

They can serve to complete your major in Italian, your minor in Italian Studies, fulfill 

your AA or IS distribution requirement, and to complete the Alternate Language 

Option. 

mailto:lorenza.colletti@hofstra.edu
mailto:Gregory.m.pell@hofstra.edu
mailto:simone.castaldi@hofstra.edu
mailto:riccardo.costa@hofstra.edu
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Description: This course focuses on representations of positive and negative characters in Italian 

cinema from the early days of silent cinema to present time. Through the discussion of some of 

the most representative examples of cinematic "heroes and villains" from an array of genres, 

including historical epics, comedy Italian-style, horror, crime, and auteur cinema, the students 

will gain awareness of the development of modern Italian society and its shift in values 

throughout the last 100 years of cinema productions. Among the issues addressed in this course 

are Italy's view of itself in relation to the rest of Europe, gender conflicts in popular cinema, the 

influence of American culture, and the impact of modernization on Italian society. Movies will 

be screened weekly with English subtitles. 

SPAN COURSES: ALL MATERIALS ARE READ AND DISCUSSED IN SPANISH. 

They can serve to fulfill your language requirement and major or minor requirement. Those 

marked (LT) can fulfill Literature distribution credit. All SPAN courses in this flyer count 

towards Spanish major (33 s.h) or minor (18 s.h), and many of them count towards the LACS 

major or minor as well. Spanish majors and minors should see an advisor to decide on their 

courses. 

FOR SPAN 1-3 See the online schedule 

SPAN 004: GATEWAY TO COMMUNICATION 

Professor Manuel Galofaro (manuel.s.galofaro@hofstra.edu) TR 11:20-12:45 CRN 90526 

Description: This course is intended for students who have achieved an intermediate level of 

Spanish (the equivalent of SPAN 003 at Hofstra). The course will help students improve in the 

three modes of communication: Interpersonal, Interpretive and Presentational. The class 

emphasizes communication, while at the same time reviewing some of the most challenging 

aspects of grammar. At the end of the course, students will have increased their ability to 

communicate in Spanish and will be eligible to take the whole array of advanced-level Spanish 

courses. 

SPAN 005: ADVANCED SPANISH READING 

Professor Benita Sampedro Vizcaya (Benita.sampedro@Hofstra.edu) CRN 92860 MW 2:40-

4:05 

Description: The main goal of this course is to enhance your Spanish-language skills through 
reading, discussing, and analyzing a wide range of contemporary texts –including essays, investigative 
reports, chronicles, poems, short stories and narratives, films, and documentaries— from different 
countries and continents across the Spanish-speaking world. In addition to Spanish reading skills, 
and the acquisition of new vocabulary, in this course we will also emphasize conversation and 
writing skills and will review some key grammatical points. There will be some written and oral 

exercises assigned as homework throughout the semester. This course, as all courses with the 

SPAN prefix, is taught in Spanish. 

SPAN 102: SPANISH FOR HEALTH PROFESSIONS 

Professor Maria Souto-Portas (maria.j.soutoportas@hofstra.edu) CRN 91152 MW 9:40-11:05 

mailto:manuel.s.galofaro@hofstra.edu
mailto:Benita.sampedro@Hofstra.edu
mailto:maria.j.soutoportas@hofstra.edu
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Description: This course provides students with the specific Spanish language skills and 

terminology essential for working effectively with Spanish-speaking patients and health 

professionals. It will be particularly useful for future physicians, nurses, EMTs, medical 

attendants and lab technicians. The course will also cover the vocabulary of fields such as 

dentistry, ophthalmology, psychiatry and counseling. Students will acquire the vocabulary, 

grammar, and oral and written skills necessary for medical professionals and will enhance their 

ability to engage with diverse cultural attitudes towards health, well-being, and the body. This 

course, as all courses with the SPAN prefix, is taught in Spanish. 

SPAN 106: SPANISH IN THE MEDIA 

Professor Alvaro Enrigue (alvaro.enrigue@hofstra.edu) CRN 93540 TR 4:20-5:45 

Description: This is an intensive non-fiction writing language course based on a communicative 

approach and is designed to help professionals in communication and the media and pre-

professionals preparing to work in these areas, allowing them to develop real-life Spanish 

language skills they can use in this line of work. The course will be structured as a content-

generating workshop that will enhance aural, oral, and written communication skills through a 

focus on multimedia outcomes. It will expose students to multimedia platforms in Spanish and 

will require student responses in similar formats: written journalism pieces, podcasts, streaming 

newscasts and documentaries. This course, as all courses with the SPAN prefix, is taught in 

Spanish. 

SPAN 108: CONVERSATION SKILLS (0.5 Semester Hours) 

Professor Teresa Sarabia (luzmarina.ruiz@hofstra.edu) CRN 92130 

Professor Benita Sampedro (Benita.sampedro@hofstra.edu) CRN 93541 

Meeting Times: TBA (0.5 Semester Hours) 

Description: In this course, students converse in Spanish in a relaxed environment where they 

feel comfortable making mistakes and thereby improve their speaking skills. Topics may include 

art, culture, literature, sports, music, health, education, jobs and occupations, current events, or 

anything else that the student finds interesting. No textbook is required, only the desire to speak 

Spanish. Students meet once a week for 25 minutes with a Spanish-speaking instructor. 

SPAN 114A: (LT) INTRODUCTION TO SPANISH LITERATURE I : Voices from the 

“Golden Age”: Spanish Literature from 1180 to 1700 
Professor Vicente Lledo-Guillem (vicente.lledoguillem@hofstra.edu) MW 11:20-12:45 CRN 

93542 

Description: Explore the origins of Spanish literature and uncover how it grew to become one of 

the most widely read literary traditions in the world. Dive into the foundational works that paved 

the way including the epic poetry, Renaissance and mystical verse, and picaresque and chivalry 

novels. This course, as all courses with the SPAN prefix, is taught in Spanish.This course also 

fulfills the Spanish major/minor and Literature (LT) distribution requirement. 

mailto:alvaro.enrigue@hofstra.edu
mailto:luzmarina.ruiz@hofstra.edu
mailto:vicente.lledoguillem@hofstra.edu
mailto:Benita.sampedro@hofstra.edu
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SPAN 145G: (LT) LOVE, ROMANCE AND EROTICISM IN SPANISH LITERATURE 

Professor Vicente Lledo-Guillem (vicente.lledoguillem@hofstra.edu) MW 4:20-5:45 CRN 

93708 

Description: Explore the many faces of love in Spanish literature, from spiritual devotion to 

passionate desire. How do love, ideology, power and politics intertwine? Dive into works 

spanning from Iberian Arabic love poetry to the writings of Maria de Zayas, Gustavo Adolfo 

Becquer, and Frederico Garcia Lorca. The course counts towards the major and minor in 

Spanish, as well as for the Literature (LT) Distruibition requirement. This course, as all courses 

with the SPAN prefix, is taught in Spanish. 

SPAN 145H: (LT) TAKING OUR TIME WITH BOOKS 

Prof. Maria Anastasio (Maria.j.anastasio@hofstra.edu) CRN 93728 TR 2:40-4:05 

Description: This course invites you to take a digital break, hold a book in your hands, and 

connect with it free from distractions. In a world inundated with screens and constant 

notifications, we will explore the transformative power of slowing down and reflecting together 

on our reading experiences. We will delve into three contemporary works published in Spain 

over the past twenty years. Each book averages around 200 pages, so you can be sure we don’t 
have to rush through the texts and will have time to investigate the social and cultural contexts in 

which they came to be. You will develop skills in literary interpretation, and through active 

participation, writing assignments, and presentations, you will learn to articulate your insights 

and support your analyses with evidence from the texts. This course is conducted in Spanish and 

counts towards the major and minor in Spanish, as well as the Literature (LT) Distribution 

Requirement 

SPAN 180K (LT): AFRO-PERU: LIT, CULTURE, MUSIC 

Prof. Miguel-Angel Zapata (Miguel-angel.zapata@hofstra.edu) CRN 93632 MW 2:40-4:05 

Description: The course begins with an overview of the contributions of black culture in Latin 

America: Cuba, Brazil, Puerto Rico, and the Dominican Republic. “Afro-Peru: Literature, 

Culture & Music” focuses on the study of Afro-Peruvian culture, literature and music from the 

16th century to the present. We will examine fundamental texts that prove the profound 

influence of black culture in Peru. Since their arrival in Lima in 1527, the Afro-Peruvians have 

developed a solid identity, and their powerful effects are clearly visible today. We will study 

some notable Afro-Peruvian writers, poets, artists, as well as renowned musicians. Among the 

selected authors are the painter Pancho Fierro (Lima, 1807-1992), the writers, Enrique Lopez 

Albujar (1872-1966), Gregorio Martinez (1942-2007), and the poets Victoria Santa Cruz (1922-

2014), Nicomedes Santa Cruz (1925-1992), and Enrique Verastegui (1950-2018).  Likewise, 

Afro-Peruvian music enjoys a national popularity in the country. The most well-known 

percussion instrument is the so-called "Peruvian Cajón" (box-drum), which dates approximately 

from the 18th century. I have played this instrument since I was twelve years old in Lima. Some 

prominent singers that will be heard and studied are Susana Baca, Victoria Santa Cruz, Caitro 

Soto de la Colina, Eva Ayllón, and the folk group "Peru Negro". 

mailto:vicente.lledoguillem@hofstra.edu
mailto:Maria.j.anastasio@hofstra.edu
mailto:Miguel-angel.zapata@hofstra.edu


ROMANCE LANGUAGES AND LITERATURES FALL 2025 COURSES 

8 

SPANISH LITERATURE IN TRANSLATION: SPLT--ALL MATERIALS ARE READ 

AND DISCUSSED IN ENGLISH 

They can serve to complete your LT or CC distribution requirement, and to complete the 

Alternate Language Option requirement at Hofstra. 

SPLT 052: (LT) INTERPRETING HISPANIC LEGACY 

Prof. Miguel-Angel Zapata (Miguel-angel.zapata@hofstra.edu) CRN 93543 MW 4:20-5:45 

Description: Spain’s legacy on a global basis with special attention to its mutual relationship 

with Hispanic America and their respective values, as expressed in their literary and traditional 

myths. Matters of multicultural origins, the assessments of the modern dilemma, and projections 

of Hispanic literature, politics, art and other cultural manifestations are discussed. Readings are 

interpretative as well as historical. Attendance at a designated theater performance and art 

exhibition are required. 

LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN STUDIES COURSES Latin American and 

Caribbean Studies (LACS) at Hofstra University offers a wide array of courses on Latin 

America, the Caribbean, and related diasporas in the United States. The LACS major requires 33 

semester hours, while the minor requires 18 total semester hours. Additionally, these courses 

may also be used to fulfill the interdisciplinary course or cross-cultural course requirement at 

Hofstra. 

LACS 001 (CC, IS) - Putting Latin America and the Caribbean on the Map: Geography, 

Politics and Literature 

Prof. Benita Sampedro (Benita.sampedro@hofstra.edu) CRN 92839 MW 4:20-5:45 

Description: Students will be introduced to the history, culture, politics and geography of Latin 

America and the Caribbean through a variety of resources, including films, painting, literature 

and the arts. Class will consist of collaborative group work, conversations and debates, and we 

will attend campus public lectures and events on Latin America and the Caribbean. 

LACS 014F: The Music of Latin America (FYC) 

Prof. Alfonso Garcia-Osuna (alfonso.j.garcia-osuna@hofstra.edu) CRN 93896 MW 9:40-

11:05 

Course Description This course is a wide study of Latin American musical practices. By 

employing an ethnomusicological approach to the study of music as culture, we will examine the 

various roles music plays in the lives of people in Latin America and the Caribbean, analyzing 

the ways in which that music represents notions of identity, religion, gender and politics. By 

exploring diverse musical traditions in Latin America and the Caribbean, we will develop critical 

listening skills and redefine our broad conceptualizations of music. 

LACS 015G (CC, IS) - Virtual Ambassador: Representing Latin America 

Prof. Takashi Kanatsu (takashi.kanatsu@hofstra.edu) CRN 93577 MW 2:40-4:05 

mailto:Miguel-angel.zapata@hofstra.edu
mailto:Benita.sampedro@hofstra.edu
mailto:alfonso.j.garcia-osuna@hofstra.edu
mailto:takashi.kanatsu@hofstra.edu
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Description: Are you up for the exciting role of an ambassador representing a country in Latin 

America? As an ambassador, you’ll be the face of your nation, showcasing its strengths, 

achievements, and challenges. You’ll get to share the country’s unique offerings, from its 

thriving economy and breathtaking natural beauty to its rich cultural heritage and delicious 

cuisine. Plus, you’ll have the opportunity to engage in international relations and foster goodwill 

with other countries. It’s a truly rewarding opportunity to make a positive impact and represent 

the country you will represent with pride. 

LACS 016A (CC, IS) – The Latin American Experience: Popular Culture 

Prof. Brenda Elsey (brenda.elsey@hofstra.edu) CRN 93651 MW 9:40-11:05 

Description: This course introduces students to the history of Latin America and the diaspora 

through popular cultural practices including sports, food, and dance. We will study major 

political events, such as European colonization, slavery, and the Cuban Revolution through the 

lens of popular culture. The course texts will focus on such topics as the history of samba and 

carnival in Brazil, baseball in the Caribbean, and Mexican women’s art. The impact of 

migrations, including the African Diaspora, Asians to the Caribbean, and Latinx to the United 

States will be central to our case studies. In addition, we will explore the ways in which Latin 

American creators and producers have influenced the global marketplace of cultural 

commodities. 

LACS 016B (CC, IS) – 
Prof. Breixo Viejo (Breix

Cuban Cinema 

o.viejo@Hofstra.edu) CRN 93652 W 9:10-12:45 

Description: In the 1960s, Cuban cinema became a worldwide reference among filmmakers and 

audiences of the Global South for challenging both Hollywood and the European art film 

traditions. In this course, students learn the characteristics of the so-called “Cine imperfecto” of 

revolutionary Cuba as a model for other rising Third Cinema movements in non-aligned nations 

of Latin America, Africa, and Asia. Together we examine fiction films –such as Tomás Gutiérrez 

Alea’s Memories of Underdevelopment (1968) and Manuel Octavio Gómez’s The First Charge 

of the Machete (1969)– as well as documentary, avant-garde, and animated cinema (ICAIC 

newsreels, Nicolás Guillén Landrián’s experimental films, etcetera). Special attention will be 
paid to the disputed role of the State while using cinema for agit-prop, cultural decolonization, 

and social collectivism. 

LACS 016C (CC, IS) – Immigration and the Law 

Prof. Francisco Lara-García (Francisco.Lara-Garcia@hofstra.edu) CRN 93653 MW 2:40-

4:05 

Description: At any given time, millions of people are leaving their homes to settle in a new 

place. In this course, we will explore five main questions related to the immigration process, with 

a particular focus on the US: 1) Why do people migrate? 2) Why does the immigration system in 

the US look the way that it does? 3) What is the impact of immigration on host societies? 4) 

What is the process by which immigrants become a part of the host society; and 5) what is the 

impact that policy has on the (ex)inclusion of immigrants? 

LACS 016D (CC, IS) – Reading Karl Marx Today 

mailto:Breixo.viejo@Hofstra.edu
mailto:Francisco.Lara-Garcia@hofstra.edu
mailto:brenda.elsey@hofstra.edu
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Prof. Conrad Herold (conrad.herold@hofstra.edu) CRN 93754 TR 11:20-12:45 

Description: Find out how capitalism works; understand the root causes of today’s crisis; why is 
his analysis the most reviled and yet still the most penetrating criticism of capitalism? In this 

course, we will study the whole of volume one of Marx’s Capital, his most important completed 

work. This is a cross-listed new course with LACS, Labor Studies and Economics. 

MID-SEMESTER: LACS 016F (CC, IS) -- The Artistic Expression of Feminism in Latin 

America 

Prof. Natalia Chamorro (Natalia.Chamorro@hofstra.edu) MW 4:30-6:30 

Description: Welcome to The Artistic Expression of Feminism in Latin America, a course 

designed to explore the vibrant, transformative intersection of art and feminist activism across 

Latin America. This course will take you on a journey through the rich visual, literary, and 

performative traditions of the region, uncovering how art has served as a tool for both resistance 

and empowerment in the context of gender, identity, and social justice. 

mailto:conrad.herold@hofstra.edu
mailto:Natalia.Chamorro@hofstra.edu



